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KMTA Mission Statement  
  

 

Kansas Music Teachers Association is dedicated to helping each student experience the 

joy of music. Through its educational programs and activities, this organization will 
empower its members – teachers with high professional standards – to foster in students 

a lifelong commitment to music as patrons, performers, teachers and hobbyists. KMTA 

will also work in partnership with communities across Kansas to insure that music is an 
ongoing, vital part of the cultural life. 

 
 The KMTA Update is published by the Kansas Music Teachers Association.  
For information about membership contact Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Secretary, 
2154 County Road 27 Gem, Kansas 67734  or at patz@st-tel.net.   
 
 Or contact the local association near you for their dues information, then 
go to ksmta.org and click on “For Teachers” or go to mtna.org and click on 
join/renew.  Click on the category of membership of your choice to take you to 
the application with national and state dues information, and a place to enter the local 
association and dues. 
 

Free KMTA publications available online at ksmta.org: 
Music Progressions Curriculum Guide 

Music Progressions Teachers Resource Handbook 
KMTA Update (Newsletter) 

 
 For newsletter article submission or sponsorship information,  

contact Update Editor Sally Buxton at 316-250-7687 or at 
<sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com> 

 
  

 

 

Check out our website! 

www.KSMTA.org  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:patz@st-tel.net
http://ksmta.org/
http://mtna.org/
http://ksmta.org/
mailto:sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
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                A Letter from our President 

 
Dear treasured colleagues,  

As I enter the last few months of my term as President, I reflect on 
what has transpired during this period. We all have had to quickly 
pivot to respond to COVID-19, learning new technologies and 
approaches along the way. And our students have been equally 
flexible by participating in virtual festivals, navigating the 
distractions of a household while in the virtual classroom or online 
lessons, and persevering in the face of adversity. I am confident 
that the light at the end of this tunnel will mean stronger, more 
resilient students who experience greater fulfillment in their 
lessons and practice.  

I hope that everyone had an opportunity to enjoy the 2021 Virtual MTNA National 
Conference. Some of the sessions were absolutely mind-blowing, and the great news is 
that the sessions are archived and still available for perusal! So, if you missed it, you 
still have time to see all of the wonderful work of our MTNA colleagues. 

Speaking of conferences, you won’t want to miss KMTA’s upcoming conference on 
October 22-23 at Manhattan Christian College! Nancy Blockcolsky, KMTA’s VP of 
Conference, has put together a phenomenal lineup of presenters who will provide 
inspiration for a fantastic 2021-2022! Check out the remarkable conference plans on 
pages 20 to 27 and I look forward to seeing you there! 

Do you have a success story to share? If so, I am certain that our KMTA community 
would enjoy hearing about it! Shoot me a line at j.bradley.baker@gmail.com, and I will 
share your story with our membership! We want to lift you up and join in celebration! 

More and more these days, I am reminded of the Beatles lyrics “I get by with a little 
help from my friends.” Truly, we have been made stronger by our connections with 
KMTA colleagues, and there is rarely a time to be more thankful for each other than in 
difficult times. We uphold each other with our energetic support, offer a helping hand 
when the way seems impassable, keep each other accountable for the standards that we 
set for one another, and extend grace and a quiet spirit when we need it most.  

It will be my honor to pass the torch in a few months to Dr. Brett Janssen, my friend 
and KMTA President-Elect, who will continue to promote the welcoming and 
supportive community that we know to be the Kansas Music Teachers Association. It 
has been my privilege to serve, and I look forward to the final few months of helping 
my fellow KMTA teachers! Stay safe, and see you in Manhattan on October 22-23! 

Sincerely,  

J. Bradley Baker 

 

mailto:j.bradley.baker@gmail.com
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KMTA EXECUTIVE AND ADVISORY BOARD

 
President 
Dr. J. Bradley Baker, NCTM 
5930 Caldwell St. 
Waco, TX  76710 
440-781-0664 
J.Bradley.Baker@gmail.co
m 
 
President-Elect, 
Membership 
Recruitment 
Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM 
Central College 
1200 S. Main 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchrist
ian.edu 
 
Immediate Past 
President 
Dr. Kristi A. Baker, NCTM 
2901 Cedar Cove Ct. 
Topeka, KS 66614-4138 
785-272-2746 
kristibaker10@cox.net 
 
Vice Pres., Conference 
Nancy Blockcolsky 
PO Box 4 
Olsburg, KS 66520 
785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.c
om 
 
Vice Pres., Associations 
Trilla Lyerla, NCTM 
PO Box 214 
Baldwin City, KS 66066 
785-594-4500 
tlyerla@bakeru.edu 
 
 

 
Vice Pres., Auditions 
David Tauscher, NCTM 
5504 W. 131st Street 
Overland Park, KS 66209 
913-205-7112 
David@TauscherMusic.com 
 
Vice Pres., Education 
(Vacant) 
 
Vice Pres., Public 
Relations 
Linda Featherston. NCTM 
11007 W 100th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66214 
913-599-1586 
ksupianomom@gmail.com 
 
District 1 President 
Betty Todd Smith, NCTM 
19065 W 115th Terrace 
Olathe, KS 66061 
913-492-0083 
bsmithmusicstudio@gmail.
com 
 
District 2 President 
Vacant 
 
District 3 President 
David Pickering 
1724 Little Kitten Ave 
Manhattan, KS 66503 
785-532-3830 
dpickeri@ksu.edu 
 
District 4 President 
Dr. Irena Ravitskaya 
FSHU Dept of Music 
600 Park St 
Hays, KS 67601 
785-628-5362 
iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu 

 
District 5 President 
Karole Erikson 
Great Bend, KS 67530 
620-617-5620 
Eriksonk@bartonccc.edu 
 
District 6 President 
Paige Cress, NCTM 
3902 N Lakecrest St 
Wichita, KS 67205 
316-773-4830 
paigepiano@gmail.com 
Committee Chairs 
 
IMTF Chair 
(Vacant) 
 
KMTA-KMEA Liaison 
Dr. Dan Masterson, NCTM 
335 E. Swensson 
Lindsborg, KS 67456 
785-227-3380 x 8139 
masterson@bethanylb.edu 
 
Student Chapter Chair 
Dr. Meg Gray, NCTM 
151 N Old Manor Rd. 
Wichita, KS 67208 
816-547-7320 
meg.gray@wichita.edu 
 
College Student 
President 
Alex Pack 
adpack@shockers.wichita.e
du 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:J.Bradley.Baker@gmail.com
mailto:J.Bradley.Baker@gmail.com
mailto:kristibaker10@cox.net
mailto:David@Tauschermusic.com
mailto:ksupianomom@gmail.com
mailto:bsmithmusicstudio@gmail.com
mailto:bsmithmusicstudio@gmail.com
mailto:dpickeri@ksu.edu
mailto:iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu
mailto:Eriksonk@bartonccc.edu
mailto:masterson@bethanylb.edu
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Jr. High, High School 
and Collegiate Artist 
Performance Chair 
David Tauscher, NCTM 
5504 W. 131st 
Overland Park, KS 66209 
913-205-7112 
David@Tauschermusic.com 
 
College Faculty Chair 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM 
916 E Broadway Street 
Newton, KS  67114 
316-284-5269 
ctliu@bethelks.edu 
 
Music Progressions 
Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM 
5311 E. 27th St. N. 
Wichita, KS 67220 
h. 316-687-3135 
c. 316-304-6089 
mchallstrom@gmail.com 
 
Local Association Chair 
Leona Dickman 
PO Box 366 
Grinnell, KS 67738 
785-824-3755 
ledi@st-tel.net 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Sally Buxton, NCTM 
5711 Kenawee 
Bel Aire, KS 67220 
c. 316-250-7687 
Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.co
m 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KMTA Executive 
Secretary 
Pat Ziegelmeier 
2154 County Rd. 27 
Gem, KS 67734 
785-462-7808 (h) 
785-460-5518 (w) 
patz@st-tel.net 
 
Arts Advocacy 
Chair/Power of One 
Tiffiney Harms, NCTM 
225 N 4th 
Sterling, KS 67579 
620-617-4372 
tiffiney_h@hotmail.com 
 
Composer 
Commissioning, 
Composition Chair 
Timothy Shook, NCTM 
Southwestern College 
Dept. of Performing Arts 
100 College St. 
Winfield, KS 67156 
620-229-6270 (w) 
316-651-0177 (h) 
timothy.shook@sckans.edu 
 
 
Outstanding Teacher 
Awards 
Dr. Reena Berger 
Natenberg 
Pittsburg State University 
Music Department 
1701 S Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
620-719-6226 
rnatenberg@pittstate.edu 
 
Historian 
Vacant 
 

Technology Chair 
David Tauscher, NCTM 
5504 W 131st Street 
Overland Park, KS 66209 
913-205-7112 
David@Tauschermusic.com 
 
MTNA Foundation 
Fund Chair 
(Vacant) 
 
Collaborative Music 
Chair 
Dr. James Knight 
4433 N. Oliver 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-641-8464 
knightjh@friends.edu 
 
Antitrust Compliance 
Officer 
Sally Buxton, NCTM 
5711 Kenawee 
Bel Aire, KS 67220 
316-250-7687 
Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.co
m 
 
Communications Chair 
KC Graham 
1409 Park Place 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-617-7818 
kc@wichitapianostudio.co
m 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:David@Tauschermusic.com
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
mailto:Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
mailto:Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
mailto:patz@st-tel.net
mailto:tshook@sckans.edu
mailto:Rick@Tauschermusic.com
mailto:Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
mailto:Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
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KANSAS MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the KMTA  Summer Board Meeting 

Via ZOOM,  Thursday, July 29, 2021, 10:00 AM  

1. President J Bradley Baker opened the meeting at 10:04.  Attending were Brett Janssen, Karole Erickson, 

Dan Masterson, James Knight, David Tauscher, Trilla Lyerla, Sally Buxton, Nancy Blockolsky, Marlene 

Hallstrom, Reena Berger Natenberg, and Leona Dickman.  Later, Christina Liu joined the meeting. 

2. No objections to the Agenda. 

3. Minutes from Last Conference's Board Meeting were looked at.  Nancy said we did not have a 

  quorum, so they could not be approved. 

4. Officer's Reports: 

 a.  President Brad reported our Conference last fall was great.  The i-sessions are still archived 

 online.  Many had conferences online this past year, but Kansas was the only state that had a full,  normal 

 conferenceðjust online. 

 b.  Immediate Past Pres.: Absent 

 c.  President-Elect Brett Janssen had a short report. 

 d.  Treasurer: absent, & no report from Pat Ziegelmeier 

 e.  Vice Presidents 

  i.  Auditions: David Tauscher reported that all auditions will  be virtual again this year according  

  to KU's rules.  With last year's virtual auditions, we did not lose money.  He has not heard back  

  from Linda Featherston on whether Capitol Federal may change their mind about dropping us as  

  cash sponsor.   They have stated that they want to spread their contribution dollars around.  If   

  they don't sponsor the Auditions, then there will  be no cash awards.  Details for signing up for  

  Auditions is on the website.  He has set up PayPal, and stated that he raised the fee $3.00 to  

  cover the Paypal fees. 

  ii.   Education, Certification:  Lisa has resigned.   This position needs to be filled.  A   

  couple of names were mentioned.   

  iii.   Associations:  Trilla Lyerla stated she hasn't done much yet, except to read the   

  handbook.   Leona asked if  an Association is down to one person, if  that is still    

  an Association for grant purposes?  Trilla and others said ñYes!ò 

  iv.  Conference:  Nancy had questions on charging conference fees to a presenter.    

  Differing opinions were presented, so this needs further discussion.  Although,  

  Slawomir will  have travel expenses, so the consensus was ok to pay him.  Sally 

  suggested that this needs to be discussed at the Fall Board Meeting to change the 

  rule. 

Nancy discussed the food plans, and expenses on her budget. She questioned if   

  the online fees can be the same as in person at the Conference.  There was no    

  objection.  For those attending in person, there is no mask policy for this campus. 

  Nancy was excited about the Hotel for the Conference, being 2 blocks away. 

  Question on student fees.  The consensus was to charge $20 to cover the meal    

  costs, but no other fees.  Dan says that MTNA really wants to encourage students  

  to get involved.  Then the question was on help for students' lodging.  So Nancy    

  will  check on dorms.  Also, the Student Chapters can apply for grants from    

  KMTA  for this purpose.  Leona will  email the Student Chapter President the info 

  on applying for grants.  The group felt we should allow the Student Associations 

  until Sept. 15th for application deadline.  Trilla suggested email approval quickly  

  after that so they are notified early enough to make plans.   

  Nancy questioned about charging for K-State students to attend?  Consensus was  

  not to charge them.   
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  Another question was about a member bringing a non-member for free as in the past, but   

  Marlene thought we should leave that alone this year.  Dan said MTNA encourages a non- 

  member fee, so as to encourage people to join.  Brett thinks we should charge a non-member fee.   

  Nancy asked for input on a streaming platform.  Trilla says to keep it simple. 

  v.  P.R.  Absent  

 f.  District Presidents 

  i.  District 1: Absent, but sent a written report. 

  ii.   District 2:  vacant 

  iii.  & iv.: absent 

  v.  District 5:  Karole Erikson present. 

  vi. District 6: absent 

 g.  Advisory Chairs 

  i. IMTF:  vacant chair 

  ii.  Local Associations:  Leona asked what amount was available for grants?  Nancy  

  thought the $3500 broke down to $3000 for Associations, and $500 for Student 

  Associations.  Ask Pat Ziegelmeier if  that is correct. 

  iii.  College Faculty: Christina Liu present 

  iv. & v. Absent  

  vi.  Music Progressions:  Marlene Hallstrom reported that 6 locations had Music    

  Progressions, virtual and in person, for a total of 173 students and 30 teachers. 

  vii.  Collaborative Music:  James Knight reported on a collaborative music event at Friends  

  University on June 5th.  He commented that in-person collaborative playing was lots of fun. 

  viii.  Absent  

  ix.  Business Liaison:  Now vacant 

  x.  KMTA -KMEA Liaison:  Dan Masterson shared a letter from KMEA saying that we   

  have had a privileged position in the past.  But now we will  just be one of other    

  affiliates and that we have to belong to KMEA to attend their In-Service     

  Workshop.  He also went on to state that KMEA has had a difficult  relationship 

  with KMTA,  with poor communication.  Dan stated that KMEA no longer has an 

  grant incentive to have a keyboard component, and we've probably never gotten    

  a new member from our booths at KMEA.  Discussion. Marlene recommended    

  that we take the high road, and stay on as an affiliate, knowing we'll have to join 

  KMEA to participate.  Nancy suggested that President Brad send a letter stating 

  that KMTA  would like to stay as an affiliate.  Brad said he would email a letter to 

  the Board for their approvalðand soon. 

  xi.  Antitrust Compliance:  Sally Buxton related a question from a new person about   

  what is the average to charge, and Sally stated we can't say.  Brad asked if  we can 

  say ñpast ratesò?   Sally said it has to be anonymous like a survey.  Trilla    

  suggested that KMTA  should do a survey each year.   

  xii.  & xiii.  Historian & MTNA Foundation chairs vacant 

  xiv.  UPDATE Editor:  Sally Buxton stated she wants to get it out soon so the Grant   

  Application and note from Leona can get out.   

 As the time was getting around noon, and most Old & New Business had already been discussed, we 

skipped to the Business Liaison Position.  Lorie Supini had sent in her resignation and suggested that this 

position is not necessary.  But she put forth Patti Cooper if  we still wanted an advisor.  Consensus was to drop 

the Board position, but Brad will  email Patti about being ñon callò for any questions.   

 Brad adjourned the meeting at 12:13 PM.  

 

Submitted by Leona Dickman for Pat Ziegelmeier, Ex. Sec.  
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MTNA NATIONALLY CERTIFIED TEACHERS OF MUSIC 
 

KMTA Certification Corner 
 
Congratulations to the members of KMTA.  KMTA currently ranks ninth in the MTNA 

nation for percentage of nationally certified members.Our national organization, 

MTNA, has worked diligently to provide teachers with the best program possible to 
achieve national certification.  The 5-project process is clear and easy to understand, 

and every teacher in our organization will find it possible to complete.  Becoming 

certified adds another dimension of professionalism that speaks to your credibility and 
adds to your marketing power in today’s world of teaching. 

 

If you have considered certification for a while, no time is better than TODAY to start 
the application process.   

 

For more detailed information, go to www.mtnacertification.org to get 
started. 

 
 

 

  

Debra Alexander  

J. Bradley Baker 

Kristi Baker  

Mara Balke 

DeeAnn Brown  

Julie Brown 

Sally Buxton  

Sylvia Coats  

Jean Confer  

Susan Cress  

Julie Dean  

Xiaoli Ding 

Slawomir Dobrzanski  

LeRoy DuBois  

Marles Dudley  

Karole Erikson  

Melissa Falkner  

Judith Fear 

Linda Featherston 

Celia Goering  

Elizabeth Grace 

Meg Gray  

Ai  Guo 

Steven Gustafson  

Carol Hadduck  

Marlene Hallstrom  

Roxie Hammill 

Tiffiney Harms 

Janet Jamison  

Brett Janssen  

Pui-Ling Joseph 

Kathy Judd  

Linda R Kennedy  

Michael Kirkendoll 

Carol Klingenberg  

Jessica Koebbe 

Sharon Kriss 

Myra Lemons  

Sheila Litke 

Christina T Liu  

Trilla Lyerla  

Rachel Martin 

Daniel Masterson 

Karen McClellan 

Bonnie McLarty  

Carole Pracht  

Mark Pretzel  

Michal Rector  

Tatyana Rubchinsky  

Janette Rupert 

Karen Savage 

Jeffrey Savage 

Julia Scherer  

Karen Schlabaugh 

Timothy Shook 

Brenda Simmons 

Annetta Smith 

Betty Todd Smith  

Kathy Smith  

Mary Smith  

Scott McBride 

Smith 

Wendy Stevens  

Melody Stroth  

Lisa K. Studtmann  

Laura Vollen  

Julie Watson  

Natalie Weber  

Joan Wellman  

Christy Williams  

Pei-In Yang  

Pat Ziegelmeier 

http://www.mtnacertification.org/
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About KMTA  Capitol Federal® Honors Auditions 
 

Competitions are available for pre-college piano, collegiate piano and chamber music 

and pre-college strings. For more details about eligibility and requirements, see the 
Honors Auditions Handbook under the Auditions tab at www.ksmta.org. 

 

The Honors Auditions were created to allow any student to participate. Music students 
of any age level and experience are eligible to participate. Even though the event is a 

competition, the Honors Auditions are specifically designed to be a positive learning 

experience for all students who enter them. 
 

Fall 2021 District Auditions are cancelled again this year  

because of COVID-19 concerns. 

KMTA State Auditions and the Kansas MTNA Competitions will 

be video competitions. 

 

 
All KMTA entries will be entered 

at https://kmta2021.tenutoweb.com.  

The entry deadline is Wednesday, Sept. 

22, 6:00 p.m. Central Time.   
(No exceptions.)   

The deadline for video uploads is Oct. 21, 

6:00 p.m. Central Time.   
The entry fee for KMTA Competitions is 

$30 per entry. 

 
Please check for details  

about the upload portal  

and for more dates and details about the 
competitions at www.KSMTA.org 

 

http://www.ksmta.org/
https://kmta2021.tenutoweb.com/
http://www.ksmta.org/
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Outstanding Teacher Award &  Outstanding Service Award 
 

 

KMTA  presents two awards each year to members who are making contributions to our state 

organization and to the music profession overall. The awards will  be presented at the KMTA  

State Conference to take place October 22-23. 

 

 

Forms and instructions are available at the KMTA  website, ksmta.org. Individuals or 

associations nominating a teacher should submit the nomination forms and any supporting 

materials to Reena Berger Natenberg at < reenarb@yahoo.com> by September 1, 2021.  

  

 

Outstanding Teacher Award:  Anyone may nominate a teacher for this award: another teacher, 

a parent, a local teaching association, etc. One award may be given per year to an active KMTA  

member. This is considered to be a ñlocalò award; a nominee who is active on the local level 

may receive this award, whether or not he/she has ever served on the state board. It focuses 

especially on the teaching aspect of a memberôs activities. The award may be received more 

than once by a teacher.  

 

 

Outstanding Service Award:  Only a KMTA  board 

member or local association may nominate a teacher for 

this award. One award may be given per year to an active 

KMTA  member. This is to be considered a ñstateò or 

ñnationalò award; the winner of this award will  be someone 

who has made significant contributions to the state 

organization or to MTNA or to the profession at large. The 

award focuses especially on the service aspect of a 

teacherôs role.  A teacher may receive the award more than 

once.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:reenarb@yahoo.com
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Outstanding Teacher and Service Award Recipient 
 

 

 

 
 

2015 Teacher - Joyce Ungar 2004 Teacher - John Huber 

 Service - Timothy Shook  Service - Betty Werner 

2014 Teacher - Elizabeth Grace Mueller 2000 Teacher - John Huber 

 Service - Sally Buxton 1999 Teacher - Sharon Kriss 

2013 No Awards 1998 Teacher - Judy Plagge 

2012 Teacher - Lisa McClure 1997 Teacher - Lois Moon 

2011 Teacher - Jennifer Fink 1996 Teacher - Virginia Downing 

2010 Teacher - Melody Stroth 1995 Teacher - Dee Ann Brown 

2009 Teacher - Mara Balke 1994 Teacher - Pat Ziegelmeier 

2008 Teacher - Marles Dudley 1993 Teacher - Mary Ann Hanschu 

 Service - Nancy Blockcolsky 1992 Teacher - Barbara Ellis 

2007 Teacher - Sylvia Coats 1991 Teacher - Joan Wellman 

2006 Teacher - David Tauscher 1989 Teacher - Mary Jo Kurtz 

 Service - David Tauscher 1988 Teacher - Betty Werner 

2005 Teacher - Judith Fear 1987 Teacher - Paul Reed 

 Service - Kathy Judd 1985 Teacher - Marguerite Miller  
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LOCAL  ASSOCIATION  NEWS 

 

KMTA  ASSOCIATION  GRANTS 
 

It's time again to apply for the Local Association grants, for your projects for the 2021-2022 

school year.   The KMTA  Association Grant Application form is available on the KMTA  

website and is due to me by August 31st.  Eligibility  for a grant is based on 100% MTNA-

KMTA  affiliation of all members of your association.  A question came up about this, and 

President Baker said that non-KMTA  teachers can take part in our grant-funded festivals or 

projects. 

 

 I request that you text me either wayðwhether you are dropping it in the snail mail, or sending 

it by email.  Things happen in cyber space and in the multiple post offices, so I need to be aware 

that you've sent it so I can follow up.  My cell is 785-672-1201.   

 

The amount that each Local Association will  receive will  be decided by a committee before the 

Fall Conference.  Last year there were 4 Associations that received grant money.  Also, note 

that there is a Grant Report Form (also on the website) that is due to me within 30 days of the 

completion of the project.  Same texting rules as above, please. 

 

Any questions, call or text Leona Dickman, Local Associations Chair at 785-672-1201.  My 

email for grant applications and grant reports is ledi@st-tel.net.  Good luck to all associations in 

coming up with some great projects! 

 

Leona Dickman,  

Local Associations Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
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KMTA  Local Association Grant  Application  

Local Associations and Student Chapter applications must be received by postal mail or emailed by August 31st 

in order to be eligible.  Grants will  be awarded following the fall executive board meeting. 

 

Name of Local Association/Student Chapter:_______________________________________________ 

 

President:_________________________________Email:____________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 

 

Please complete the following questions.  Use the back of this sheet when needed. 

 

Name of project:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose of project:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Description of project:________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Date of Project: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Prospective number of students participating: _______________  Teachers:____________________ 

 

Number of KMTA/MTNA  members: ____________________________________ 

 

Budget:  Please attach a separate line item budget, to include anticipated receipts from all sources and 

detailed budgeted expenses. (Note:  Income &  expenses should be equal.) 

 

KMTA  Local Association Grant request:  $____________________________ 

 

Submitted by:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____________________________________ Date Submitted:__________________________ 

 

Please send this application to: Leona Dickman, PO Box 366, Grinnell, KS 67738 

  or email to: ledi@st-tel.net    

  

NOTE:  You MUST TEXT  me at 785-672-1201, or call firstðwhether you email, or send via the Post 

Office.  There have been issues with either form of submission, so I need to know so that I can look for it, and 

contact you if  I don't receive it.  You cannot presume that email will  go through, and we found out the same 

with snail mail.  Don't lose out on your hard work of putting together an application.  Give me a quick call or 

text, please! I will  respond when I receive your application. 

  

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
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LOCAL  ASSOCIATIONS PRESIDENTS 
Northeast Kansas MTA  

District 1 

Janet Zima 

2705 SW Bluestem Drive 

Topeka, KS 66614 

785-272-4973 

785-806-5375, cell 

jjzima68@att.net 

 

Kansas City  MTA  

District 1 

Dr. Kari Johnson 

10217 W. 98th St. 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

816-853-1331 

karijohnsonpiano@gmail.co

m 

 

Manhattan Area MTA  

District 3 

Paula Neihouse Moseman 

125 Turkey Ridge 

St. George, KS 66535 

816-665-5684 

paula@paulaneihouse.com 

 

 

North Central Kansas 

MTL  

District 4 

Mary Smith 

635 Jansonius Dr. 

Phillipsburg, KS 67661 

785-302-1046, cell &  text 

pburgpiano@gmail.com 

 

Northwest Kansas PTA 

District 4 

Leona Dickman 

PO Box 366 

Grinnell, KS 67738 

785-824-3755 

785-672-1201, cell &  text 

ledi@st-tel.net 

 

Central Kansas PTA 

District 5 

Rebecca Dudrey 

1900 Harrison 

Great Bend, KS 67530 

620-793-5603 

rdudrey@yahoo. com 

 

 

Hutchinson Area PTA 

District 6 

Judy Blauer 

306 E. 14th 

Hutchinson, KS 67501 

620-669-0550 

judyblauermusic@gmail.co

m 

 

McPherson Area PTL 

District 6 

Brett Janssen 

214 W. Sutherland 

McPherson, KS 67460 

816-916-1600 

brett.janssen@centralchristi

an.edu 

 

Newton MTA  

District 6 

Faith Wenger 

340 S. Main 

Hesston, KS 67062 

316-202-4374, cell 

fwenger@aol.com 

 

South Central Kansas 

MTA  

District 6 

Sylvia Coats 

1312 Virginia 

Derby, KS 67037 

316-250-6964, cell 

sylvia.coats@wichita.edu 

 

Walnut  Valley MTA  

District 6 

Melba Maechtlen 

2017 E. Chestnut 

Arkansas City, KS 67005 

620-442-3719 

620-660-5473, cell 

rmaechtlen@cox.net 

 

Wichita  Metropolitan  

MTA  

District 6 

Julie Bees 

10305 E. Bronco St. 

Wichita, KS  67206-8925 

316-990-2891 

julie.bees@wichita.edu 

 

 

 

mailto:jjzima68@att.net
mailto:karijohnsonpiano@gmail.com
mailto:karijohnsonpiano@gmail.com
mailto:paula@paulaneihouse.com
mailto:pburgpiano@gmail.com
mailto:edi@st-tel.net
mailto:judyblauermusic@gmail.com
mailto:judyblauermusic@gmail.com
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:fwenger@aol.com
mailto:sylvia.coats@wichita.edu
mailto:rmaechtlen@cox.net
mailto:julie.bees@wichita.edu
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The Power of One 
ñThe Power of Oneò was established for creating public awareness of music study benefits, 

which in turn invites you to honor one who impacted your music study, (e.g., teacher, co-worker, 

KMTA  member, clinician, composer).   It challenges and helps you to make the same kind of 

impact on others. 

Honor a special person and make your own impact on music study.  Go to ksmta.org and 

enter key words ñPower of One.ò  Click on that name to find and complete the form with the 

history of the person you would like to honor.  The person honored will  be entered in our Book 

of Remembrance for display at State Conferences. 

 

Arts  Advocacy 
ñArts Advocacyò was established for the same purpose as the Power of One: to create public 

awareness of music study benefits.  As you honor a special person who impacted your go into 

communities and schools and share performances and the personal encouragement and growth 

we have experienced through our music study.  The Power of One nominees will  be thereby 

recognized and honored. 
 

The Power of One Honorees 

 
Dr. Gordon Terwilliger 

Frances A. Wallingford 
Nelle O. Taylor 
Dr. Robert Steinbauer 
Mary Ann Saulmon 

Marjorie Cogswell 
Marguerite Miller 
Verda Jones Billips Pfeifer 
Ida Dafee Hardy 

Nell Hoyle 
Betty Watt 
Nelle Taylor 
Esther Wessel Farmer 
Naomi Bauer 

Sister Susanna Collister 
Jo Stimson 

Joan Wellman 
Elaina Duncan 

Judy Plagge 
Pat Ziegelmeier 

Lesta Anderson 
Bernice Schoneweis 

Dr. Carole Ross 

John Huber  
Dr. Jack Winerock 

Betty Werner 
Kathy Judd 

Judith Fear 
David Tauscher 
Sylvia Coats 

Della Cranmer 

Dee Ann Brown 
Rosamund Nyman 

Jeanette Waters 

Virginia Downing 
Lois Moon 

Mary Hanson 
Mildred Finfrock 

Dora Zemp 
Robyn Gibson 

Naegeli Metcalf 
Linda Stogner 

Jana Magrath 
Margaret Gillespie Vogel 
 

Mr. and Mrs R. A. Fischer 
Ruth Lighter 
Mary Ann Hanschu 

Sharon Kriss 
Jan Shumway 

Mary Jo Kurtz 
Sharon Montgomery 

Linda Featherston 
Nancy Blockcolsky 

Marles Dudley 
Mara Balke 

Melody Stroth 

Paul Reed 
Jennifer Fink 

Julie Watson 
Betty Todd Smith 
Slawomir Dobrzanski 

 

 

http://ksmta.org/
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Composition Chair  News 

 

Celebrate the composers in your private studio or classroom! 

 

Composing allows creative students to take ownership of their music making.  They can create 

something to truly call their own; something that requires patience, skill and love.  They can get 

up close and personal with music and find out what makes it work, what works, and what 

defines beauty.   

 

Composing is a great opportunity to engage and empower students! MTNA offers an 

opportunity to submit compositions in a competition for composers in your private studio or 

classroom.  There are competitions for ages 5 ï 26; elementary, junior, senior and young artist 

levels. They receive encouraging and rewarding comments from highly qualified judges who 

value the creative new and original compositions.  Cash prizes are awarded for national 

winners.   

 

Submissions are due around the 2nd Wednesday of September each year.  To learn more about 

the MTNA competition go to MTNA.org and find the composition competition guidelines 

under the ñEngageò tab.   

 

Now is the time to encourage the composers you know to begin work on their music within.  

Witness what they discover!  

 

For questions contact: 

 Tim Shook, Composer Commissioning, Composition Chair 

wichitacreativekeyboard@gmail.com 

(316) 259-7945 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wichitacreativekeyboard@gmail.com
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Collaborative Music Report 

 
        On June 5, 2021 WMMTA  presented a collaborative concert at Friends University entitled 

ñTogether Againò.  This concert featured members of WMMTA  and students, mostly in two-piano 

repertoire.  We had 8 participants and 13 pieces.  The concert was well  attended (around 35 people) 

and well received.  It was such a pleasure to be able to perform again in person and there was a 

wonderful energy throughout the entire event.  We plan to make this an annual event, as it brought out 

such camaraderie among teachers and performers.  Iôm attaching the program as well.  Thank you 

James Knight 

“Together Again”   A WMMTA Collaborative piano event 

                                                 June 5, 2021, 2:00, Friends University, Sebits Auditorium 
 

The Swan, from Carnival of the !ƴƛƳŀƭǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦSaint-Saens 

Annamarie Reader, Cello; Sally Buxton, piano; Lynne Graham, Narrator 

After a Dream ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧFaure 

VocaliseΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧRachmaninoff 

Annamarie Reader, Cello; Sally Buxton, piano 

  

Sonata in D for two pianos, LΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦaƻȊŀǊǘ 

Sonata for two pianos, LΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦPoulenc 

Joel Knudsen, James Knight, Piano  

  

Slavonic Dance op. 72, ІнΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ5ǾƻǊŀƪ 

Christy Williams, Hannah Schwemmer, Piano 

 

Tears, from Suite No. мΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦRachmaninoff 

James Knight, Porter Wilkes, Piano 

 
 

Carnival of the !ƴƛƳŀƭǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧSaint-Saens 

                                  1. Introduction and Royal march of the Lion, 2. Hens and Cocks,  4. Tortoises, 

                                                             5. The Elephant,  7. Aquarium,  14. Finale  

KC Graham, Sally Buxton, Piano; Lynne Graham, Narrator 
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KMTA  State Conference 2021                             

October 22-23 

Manhattan Christian College 

 

 

Friday, October 22 
 

 
 

 

9:00 am KMTA  Board Meeting 

11:30 am Break for  Lunch 

12:30 pm Registration 

1:00 pm Group Discussion: ñWe Had a Pandemic. Where Do We Go From 

Here?ò  This is a chance for teachers to discuss changes to their studios 

in 2020 and 2021. 

 
2:15 pm Celeste Watson: ñRecognizing Hypermobility  (ñDouble-

jointednessò) in Students and Developing the Hand Arch in 

Hypermobile Studentsò 

The presenters will  discuss hypermobility and demonstrate a variety of tools, 

games and exercises for helping students develop a hand arch. 
3:30 pm Break 

4:00 pm Lucy Tan: ñInspiring Studentsô Artistry  through Elements of 

Narrative  and Imageryò This session explores how manipulating 

narrative and imagery can enhance studies of various piano works. 

5:15 pm Break 

6:00 pm Conference Banquet 

7:30 pm Conference Recital: Slawomir Dobrzanski 
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Saturday, October 23 

Registration Fees 

 

Friday and Saturday (includes Friday 
evening banquet, concert, and 
Saturday luncheon) 

Members and spouses of members: 
$80 

Non-members: $100 

Friday only (includes banquet and 
concert) 

Members and spouses: $55 

Non-members: $75 

Saturday only (includes luncheon) Members and spouses: $55 

Non-members: $75 

Concert only $5 

Student KMTA Members $20 (includes meals) 

 

 

 

 

9:00 am Kansas State University Student Chapter: ñPiano Music for  Pre-College 

Students by Composers from Underrepresented Groupsò  Join them to learn 

about rarely heard piano gems by Scott Joplin, Tan Dun, Florence Price, and 

others." 

10:15 am Brock Chart:  ñSpeaking the Blues: Telling a Story with  Two Notesò How do 

you practice something that always changes? This was a question I struggled 

with while working with my own private students on blues improvisation.  

11:30 am Break 

12:00 pm Luncheon and Annual Membership Meeting 

1:30 pm Scott McBride Smith: ñMemorizationðPsychological Data and Practical 

Tipsò  Join Scott for an enlightening look at the science of memorization, along 

with some practical tips to make memorization skills a strong point of each of your 

students. 

2:45 pm Master Class given by Slawomir Dobrzanski 
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If  you  are  unable  to  attend  in  person,   

you  have  the  option  to  attend  the  conference  online.   

You  must  still  register  for  the  conference,  and  the  rate  is  the  same.  

Meals have vegetarian options available.  

If you need a special menu, please indicate it on your registration form.  

If you have questions regarding the meals or other aspects of the conference, email 

Nancy Blockcolsky: selahpianoservice@gmail.com 
 

KMTA Conference Registration 
Registrations must be postmarked by October 1. Late registrations will be accepted but 

will not include meals. There is no additional charge for late registration. 
 

Register online at ksmta.org  
or mail your registration to  

     Nancy Blockcolsky 
     PO Box 4, Olsburg, KS 66520 

If you are mailing your registration,  
please try to send it early—our mail has been very slow lately.  

 
TWO METHODS OF PAYMENT AVAILABLE:  

     1. Pay by mail: include check with your registration form, payable to KMTA. 
     2. You may also pay online by visiting https://ksmta.org/conference/registration 

 

Conference  registration  deadline:  11:59 pm  October  1. 

 Late registrations will be accepted but will not include the Friday banquet  

and the Saturday luncheon. 

Conference Hotel: 
The Bluemont Hotel, 1212 Bluemont Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502 

785-473-7091 (call for reservations and mention you are with KMTA) 

KMTA Conference Hotel Rate: $99 per night plus applicable taxes (1-4 people) 

Buffet Breakfast Included 

2 blocks from Manhattan Christian College 

Deadline to reserve rooms to receive the conference rate:  

Wednesday, September 22 

Those wishing to travel to Manhattan Thursday evening  

can also get the conference rate for Thursday night. 

 

mailto:selahpianoservice@gmail.com
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2021 KMTA Conference Session Descriptions 

 

Friday, 1:00 p.m.: Group Discussion:                                                                       

“We Had a Pandemic. Where Do We Go From Here?” 

This is a chance for teachers to discuss changes to their studios in 2020 and 2021. Did 

you continue to teach lessons? Did you teach online? What platform(s) did you use? Do 

you teach in person lessons? When did you resume teaching in person? Do you 

currently teach online lessons? What adaptations did you make to accommodate online 

teaching? What do you do differently now that you did not do before?  

Friday, 2:15 p.m.: Celeste Watson, Lucia Denk, and Andrea Arealo:         

“Recognizing Hypermobility (“Double-jointedness”) in Students                         

and Developing the Hand Arch in Hypermobile Students” 

“Double-jointedness,” also known as hypermobility or joint laxity, can have a 

significant impact on pianists. This condition is caused by defective collagen which 

allows joints to move beyond the normal range of motion. This unusual range of 

motion, especially for pianists, causes the body to compensate with excess muscles 

tension which can lead to various forms of chronic pain.  

 

Developing a solid hand arch is one of the first goals in piano technique, but when a 

student is experiencing joint instability or joint hypermobility, developing a hand arch 

can be very difficult. Joint instability, muscular weakness, and less than optimal 

arm/hand alignment may all contribute to struggles in arch development. This 

presentation offers useful tools and techniques for assisting pianists of all ages develop 

their arch. A variety of tools, games, and exercises will be shown, using materials 

teachers can find easily at Walmart, Target, or Amazon, and teachers will have an 

opportunity to experiment with these tools and resources to find ones that might work 

for their students. This presentation also includes a user-friendly conversation about 

anatomy of the hand and arm and a sequence of activities to help students understand 

their arm, hand, and finger structure better.  
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Friday, 4:00 p.m.:  Lucy Tan: “Inspiring Students’ Artistry                                                    

through Elements of Narrative and Imagery” 

This session explores how manipulating narrative and imagery can enhance studies of 

various piano works. The scope of this presentation examines works and excerpts from 

diverse levels of difficulty, from beginner to advanced, as well as different styles and 

genres.  

As we use narrative as a vehicle for interpretation of music, we can open the doors to 

learning music in a deeper, more emotionally charged way, rendering performances 

that are full of imagination. I hope to inspire and motivate students to share an 

appreciation of the piano literature that goes beyond playing the right notes and 

rhythms, that goes beyond following the fortes  and pianos, that goes beyond simply 

listening to instructions and playing copy-cat.  

In this presentation, there will be examples of how to communicate elements of 

narrative and imagery to students, as well as tips on how to motivate students’ innate 

creativity. Lastly, one of the most important facets of inspiring students’ artistry is 

through awareness of listening versus simply imagining. We can endlessly encourage 

our students to imagine stories or landscapes or dreamy scenes, but I believe it is even 

more essential (if not equally so) to see that our students are able to execute their 

visions at the keyboard. 

 
 
 

Slawomir 
Dobrzanski 
 
Friday, 7:30 p.m.:  
Our Featured 
Conference Artist 
 
Saturday, 2:45 p.m.: 
Master Class 
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Saturday, 9:00 a.m.:  KSU Student Chapter: “Piano Music for Pre-College 

Students by Composers from Under-represented Groups” 

"Members of Kansas State University's Collegiate KMTA Chapter will share their 

pedagogical research on pre-college piano repertoire by composers from 

underrepresented groups. Join them to learn about rarely heard piano gems by Scott 

Joplin, Tan Dun, Florence Price, and others." 

 

Saturday, 10:15 a.m.: Brock Chart: “Speaking the Blues: Telling A Story 

With Two Notes”  

Improvisation is difficult to teach students. How do you practice 

something that always changes? This was a question I struggled 

with while working with my own private students on blues 

improvisation. The answer I discovered was to tell a story. I’ve 

found that approaching improvisation with a two-note storytelling 

exercise is a relatable, creative and fun method of teaching a 

difficult subject.  

 

Stories are something everyone understands. Most of my students love to read books, 

watch movies and binge watch the latest Netflix series. Students are also learning about 

story development in Reading or English classes at school and I use the same 

terminology: Setting, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action and Resolution to talk 

about improvisation. 

 

 

1:30 p.m.: Scott McBride Smith: “Memorization—

Psychological Data and Practical Tips”  

Does it  really  matter  if  you got it  right?  

Does it  really  matter  what  was wrong  or  right?  (yeah) 

The Backstreet Boys “MEMORIES” (2005)  

Playing from memory. It’s easy for the Backstreet Boys to sing about 

it, but we piano teachers know that it’s not so easy to do. Join Scott 

for an enlightening look at the history of memorization, along with some practical tips 

to make memorization skills a strong point of each of your students. 
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Conference presenters’ bios 

Celeste  Watson  received an M.M. in Performance and Pedagogy with an emphasis in 

Injury-Preventative Keyboard Technique and holds certifications in performing arts 

medicine and music education. She teaches and speaks internationally on musicians’ 

wellness and developing healthy technical habits in students. Recent performances 

include the Beethoven International Piano Festival in Peru and collaborations with 

dancer Madison Via. Her teachers include Donna Reimer, Sylvia Wolcott, Dr. Dan 

Masterson, Samuel Taylor, and Dr. Barbara Lister-Sink.  

Lucia  Denk  holds an M.A. in Musicology (Dalhousie University) and a B.M. in Piano 

Performance (Salem College). She is the owner/teacher of Sparkling Tone Piano Studio 

and is deeply passionate about helping students discover their unique musical voices. 

Prior teachers Vladislav Kovalsky and Barbara Lister-Sink. She is also a musicologist 

specializing in the study of medieval plainchant and has presented her research at the 

International Congress on Medieval Studies 

Andrea  Arealo  (B.M., M.M.) teaches piano at the National University of Music in 

Peru and in her private studio. She studied at Krakow Music Academy under Dr. 

Marian Sobula, the National University of Music of Peru under Carmen Escobedo, and 

Salem College under Dr. Barbara Lister-Sink. As a performer, she won the Concerto 

Competition in Lima, Peru, and performed in Carnegie Hall as one of the winners of 

the American Protégé International Romantic Competition. 

Brock  Chart  (b.1991) is a composer residing in Lawrence, Kansas. Brock composes in 

a variety of genres and mediums including jazz, contemporary chamber ensembles, 

solo voice, choral, educational piano literature, and film music. He has a Bachelor's 

degree in Music Composition from the University of Kansas, and an M.M in Music 

Composition from KU. Past teachers include Dan Gailey, Dr. Forrest Pierce, Dr. Kip 

Haahaim, and James Barnes. 

Brock has been awarded two Student Music Awards in DownBeat magazine for 

composition in jazz writing categories in both large ensemble writing, and small group 

writing. He was recently named an honorable mention in the 2017 New York Youth 

Symphony First Music Commissions for his piece, "Down to the Wire.", and has 

arranged large jazz ensemble pieces for Kneebody, Walter Smith Jr. III, Sons of Brasil, 

and Alaturka. Brock was also named 2nd Place in the Kansas Choral Composition Prize 

for his SATB piece from Christina Rossetti’s poem, “Echo.” 
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Recently Brock composed original music for the Museum of Modern Art’s short film 

series, “How To See” which was listed in the British Film Institute’s list of the Best 

Video Essays of 2019. His music was also used in Brandon Daley's short film 

"Savasana" which was premiered at the 2016 Slamdance film festival in Utah, "Chicken 

Tuesdays”, and “Technology Lake” which was one of twelve films selected to compete at 

the Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival in South Korea and the Brussels 

International Fantastic Film Festival. 

Brock spends his free time teaching private piano lessons, cooking, spending time with 

his girlfriend, Dominique, and their two pups, Korra and Winnebago.  Contact Brock at 

<brock@my-melodies.com> 

 

Slawomir  Dobrzanski  Dr. Slawomir Dobrzański is a graduate of the Frederic 

Chopin Conservatory of Music in Warsaw, Poland and the University of Connecticut, 

where he received the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 2001. Dobrzański is the author 

of the first English language biography of the acclaimed 19th century pianist and 

composer Maria Szymanowska. Under the London-based Acte Prealable label, 

Dobrzanski has released several critically acclaimed CD albums of previously unknown 

piano repertoire by Maria Szymanowska, Antoine de Kontski, and Wiktor Labunski. He 

is the founder and former Artistic Director of the Fryderyk Chopin Society of 

Connecticut. 

 

In 2005, Dobrzański joined the music faculty at Kansas State University, where he 

currently serves as Professor of Music. He teaches piano performance, chamber music 

and piano literature. Many of his former students have become highly successful 

soloists and chamber musicians, often while serving simultaneously on the music 

faculties of colleges, music conservatories, and community music schools. Dobrzański 

has concertized and conducted workshops, lectures and masterclasses in more than 

thirty countries across the globe.  

 

 

 

mailto:brock@my-melodies.com

