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KMTA Mission Statement  
  
Kansas Music Teachers Association is dedicated to helping each student 

experience the joy of music. Through its educational programs and activities, this 
organization will empower its members – teachers with high professional 
standards – to foster in students a lifelong commitment to music as patrons, 
performers, teachers and hobbyists. KMTA will also work in partnership with 
communities across Kansas to insure that music is an ongoing, vital part of the 
cultural life. 

 
Publication and Contact Information 

The KMTA Update is published by semi-annually by the Kansas Music 
Teachers Association. For information about membership contact Pat 
Ziegelmeier, Executive Secretary, 2154 County Road 27 Gem, Kansas 67734 or at 
patz@st-tel.net.  

 
Membership 

Contact the local association near you for their dues information, then 
visit mtna.org and click on Join+Renew. Select your category of membership and 
it will take you to the application with national and state dues information, with a 
place to enter the local association and dues. If there is no local association in 
your area, you may still be a member of KMTA (and MTNA) and participate in 
KMTA activities for you and your students. 
 

KMTA Publications 
The following publications are available for free download from ksmta.org: 

Music Progressions Curriculum Guide 
Music Progressions Teachers Resource Handbook 

 
 

For newsletter article submission or sponsorship information,  
contact Update Editor Nancy Blockcolsky at 785-313-2550 (call or text)  

or at selahpianoservice@gmail.com 
 

  

mailto:patz@st-tel.net
http://www.mtna.org/
https://ksmta.org/
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A Letter from Our President 
 

As I continue through my first year as KMTA 
president, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you for your support and occasional 
reminders as I traverse through my duties.  I am 
learning more and more about what a wonderful 
organization KMTA is.  As they say, “It takes a village” 
and I could not do it without all of you in the executive 
and advisory board. 

We had a successful and enriching MTNA 
National Conference on March 18-20 in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  It was filled with very informative sessions, 
beautiful and artistic performances, and wonderful 
fellowship with members of our state as well as members from across the nation.  
We had several members from KMTA at the event, and if you have not gone, I 
highly recommend it. 

KMTA and MMTA are looking forward to our joint state conference on 
September 27-28 at UMKC.  I would like to thank especially Dr. Jason Hausback, 
MMTA president and Dr. Chris Madden from UMKC for their work in 
collaborating with us on what I know will be a wonderful and enriching event.  
We are especially excited to hear our guest artists, Anderson & Roe both in 
performance and in their masterclass.  Something new for this year will be the 
option for students to play solo or duets/duos in the class.  I am also looking 
forward to attending sessions and seeing posters by members (including 
collegiate) of KMTA and MMTA.  Having a joint conference this year provides a 
lot of opportunity to reach out and meet other like-minded teachers from another 
state and gain insight and possibly encouragement from them. 

I hope you all are enjoying your summer months and that you continue to 
feel encouraged by our organization. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. James Knight 
KMTA president 
Assistant Professor of Piano 
Friends University 
Office:  316-295-5532 
knightjh@friends.edu 
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KMTA EXECUTIVE AND ADVISORY BOARD 
 
President 
Dr. James Knight 
4333 N. Oliver 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-641-8464 
knightjh@friends.edu 
 
President-Elect 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM 
916 Broadway Street 
Newton, KS 67114 
316-284-5269 
ctliu@bethelks.edu 
 
Immediate Past 
President 
Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM 
Central College 
1200 S. Main 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu 
 
Vice President, 
Conference 
Contact James Knight, 
president 
 
Vice President, 
Associations 
Trilla Lyerla, NCTM 
PO Box 214  
Baldwin City, KS 66006 
785-594-4500 
tlyerla@bakeru.edu 
 
Vice President, 
Auditions 
Emily Yeh 
10914 Reeder St. 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
816-392-8667 
musicblossom@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President, 
Education 
Timothy Shook, NCTM 
Southwestern College 
Dept. of Performing Arts 
100 College St. 
Winfield, KS 67156 
620-229-6270 (w) 
316-651-0177 (h) 
wichitacreativekeyboard@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President, Public 
Relations 
Linda Featherston, NCTM 
11007 W. 100th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66214 
913-599-1586 
ksupianomom@gmail.com 
 
District 1 President 
Linda Chen 
8101 W. 129th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-486-3337 
lindaychen@aol.com 
 
District 2 President 
Vacant 
 
District 3 President 
Dr. David Pickering 
1724 Little Kitten Ave. 
Manhattan, KS 66503 
785-532-3830 
dpickeri@ksu.edu 
 
District 4 President 
Dr. Irena Ravitskaya 
FHSU Dept. of Music 
600 Park St. 
Hays, KS 67601 
785-628-5362 
iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu 
 

District 5 President 
Aine Wendler 
816 Corse Ave. 
Larned, KS 67550 
620-910-7860 
aine@wendlerpiano.com 
 
District 6 President 
Paige Cress, NCTM 
3902 N. Lakecrest St. 
Wichita, KS 67205 
316-773-4830 
paigepiano@gmail.com 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
IMTF Chair 
Vacant 
 
KMTA-KMEA Liaison 
Dr. Dan Masterson, NCTM 
335 E. Swenson 
Lindsborg, KS 67456 
785-227-3380 ext. 8139 
masterson@bethanylb.edu 
 
Student Chapter Chair 
Dr. Meg Gray, NCTM 
151 N. Old Manor Rd. 
Wichita, KS 67208 
816-547-7320 
meg.gray@wichita.edu 
 
College Student 
President 
Nan Hu 
nanhu@ku.edu 
 

mailto:knightjh@friends.edu
mailto:ctliu@bethelks.edu
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:tlyerla@bakeru.edu
mailto:musicblossom@yahoo.com
mailto:wichitacreativekeyboard@yahoo.com
mailto:ksupianomom@gmail.com
mailto:lindaychen@aol.com
mailto:dpickeri@ksu.edu
mailto:iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu
mailto:aine@wendlerpiano.com
mailto:paigepiano@gmail.com
mailto:masterson@bethanylb.edu
mailto:meg.gray@wichita.edu
mailto:nanhu@ku.edu
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Jr. High, High School 
and Collegiate Artist 
Performance Chair 
Emily Yeh 
10914 Reeder St. 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
816-392-8667 
musicblossom@yahoo.com 
 
College Faculty Chair 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM 
916 Broadway Street 
Newton, KS 67114 
316-284-5269 
ctliu@bethelks.edu 
 
KMTA Music 
Progressions Chair 
Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM 
5311 E. 27th St. N. 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-687-3135 (h) 
316-304-6089 I 
mchallstrom@gmail.com 
 
Local Associations 
Chair 
Leona Dickman 
PO Box 366 
Grinnell, KS 67738 
785-824-3755 
ledi@st-tel.net 
 
Update Editor 
Nancy Blockcolsky 
PO Box 4 
Olsburg, KS 66520 
785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.com 
 

KMTA Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Pat Ziegelmeier 
2154 County Rd. 27 
Gem, KS 67734 
785-462-7808 (h) 
785-460-5518 (w) 
patz@st-tel.net 
 
Arts Advocacy 
Chair/Power of One 
Vacant 
 
Composer 
Commissioning, 
Composition Chair 
Dr. Lucy Tan 
6036 SW 25th St. 
Topeka, KS 66614 
Lwtan516@gmail.com 
 
Outstanding Teacher 
and Service Awards 
Dr. Reena Berger 
Natenberg 
Pittsburg State University 
Music Department 
1701 S. Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
620-719-6226 
rnatenberg@pittstate.edu 
 
Historian 
Vacant 
 

Anti-Trust Compliance 
Officer 
Sally Buxton, NCTM 
5711 Kenawee 
Bel Aire, KS 67220 
c. 316-250-7687 
Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com 

 
Technology Chair 
Dawn Ivers 
615 N. Maple St. 
McPherson, KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.com 
 
MTNA Foundation 
Fund Chair 
Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM 
Central College 
1200 S. Main 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu 
 
 
Collaborative Music 
Chair 
Gustavo DoCarmo 
113 W. Ellsworth Ave. 
Salina, KS 67401 
gustavo.docarmo@KWU.edu 
 
Communications Chair 
KC Graham 
1409 Park Place 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-617-7818 
kc@wichitapianostudio.com 

 

 
 

 

Are you interested in getting more involved in KMTA on a state level? 
Please note that there are vacancies on the KMTA State Board, and your participation 

would be greatly appreciated! 
Contact Jamie Knight, KMTA President, for more details. 

mailto:musicblossom@yahoo.com
mailto:ctliu@bethelks.edu
mailto:mchallstrom@gmail.com
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
mailto:selahpianoservice@gmail.com
mailto:patz@st-tel.net
mailto:Lwtan516@gmail.com
mailto:rnatenberg@pittstate.edu
mailto:Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
mailto:dawnivers.piano@gmail.com
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:gustavo.docarmo@KWU.edu
mailto:kc@wichitapianostudio.com
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KANSAS MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Spring Board Meeting 

Via Zoom May 28, 2024 
 

1. President James Knight called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and welcomed members to 
the meeting. Others present were Marlene Hallstrom, Brett Janssen, Aine Wendler, Nancy 
Blockcolsky, Dawn Ivers, Linda Featherston, Linda Chen, Sally Buxton, Alejandro Avila, 
Leona Dickman, Lucy Tan, Reena Natenberg, and Pat Ziegelmeier. Christina Liu came later, 
and Dan Masterson joined the meeting near the end of it. Because there wasn’t a quorum of 
board members at the beginning, President Knight skipped to officer reports.  

4. Officer reports 
a. President: James reported that he attended the MTNA conference in Atlanta and will 

attend the KMEA Leadership Retreat in Wichita in June. He has also been working with 
Chris Madden and Jason Hausback to plan the joint conference for Kansas and Missouri 
this fall. The conference will be held at UMKC on September 27-28, and the guest artists 
will be Anderson and Roe. More details will be on our website soon.  

b. Immediate past president, Brett Janssen has been a supportive advisor to James in his 
role as our new KMTA president. Brett reported that Tim Shook will be our 
KMTA/MTNA Foundation Fellow for the spring of 2025. 

2. With the arrival of Christina Liu, we had a quorum for the meeting, so President Knight 
asked for a motion to approve the meeting agenda. Linda Featherston moved that the 
agenda be approved. Brett Janssen seconded the motion, and it passed.  

3. After board members considered the minutes from the fall board meeting, Brett Janssen 
moved that they be approved as written. Aine Wendler seconded the motion, and it passed. 

4. Moving back to officer reports:  
c. Treasurer: Pat Ziegelmeier presented financial information for the KMTA activities 

during the past fiscal year. We are in good standing at the present time. 
d. Vice Presidents 

i. Conference: Lucy Tan reported a successful conference for 2023 with a profit on 
the finances. 

ii. Associations: Trilla Lyerla, not present and no report. 
iii. Auditions: Emily Yeh was not present but sent a report about auditions last year. 

1. State competition this year will be held at KU on November 2 & 3. 
2. Information has been updated on the KMTA website. 

iv. Education: Tim Shook was not present and had no report.  
v. Public Relations: Linda Featherston reported that support from Capitol Federal for 

our auditions this year is uncertain but will likely be a smaller amount, if any. 
e. District Presidents 

i. District 1: President Linda Chen announced that auditions will be held October 12 
at the Bell Cultural Events Center in Olathe. 

ii. District 2: vacant 
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iii. District 3: David Pickering, not present and no report. 
iv. District 4: Irena Ravitskaya, not present and no report. 
v. District 5: Aine Wendler reported that she is the only pre-college teacher in Great 

Bend so plans to conduct auditions by Zoom in K.C. unless someone comes forward 
and wants a local site. Alejandro Avila offered Barton County facilities if a site is 
needed. 

vi. District 6: Susan Cress was not present but sent a report that District 6 auditions 
will be held at Friends University on October 12. She is wanting to pass the torch 
for the District 6 President position to someone else. 

f. Advisory Chairs 
i. IMTF Chair – vacant 

ii. KMTA/KMEA Liaison: Dan Masterson – not present until end of meeting 
iii. Student Chapter Chair: Meg Gray was not present and no report. 
iv. College Student Chapter Chair: Nan Hu – not present and no report 
v. Collegiate Competition Chair: Alejandro Avila, no report. 

vi. College Faculty Chair: Christina Liu – no report. 
vii. Music Progressions: Marlene Hallstrom shared a report on auditions this spring 

and said that updating the handbook would be helpful. 
viii. Local Associations Chair: Leona Dickman reported on grants given out last year 

and reminded members to get grant applications in by the end of August. 
ix. Newsletter editor:  Nancy Blockcolsky gave an oral report and apologized for not 

getting the winter newsletter out. She hopes to have it done in the next month and 
then get the summer newsletter ready in July. 

x. Arts Advocacy/Power of One: vacant 
xi. Commissioned Composer Chair: Lucy Tan shared that the commissioned composer 

for this year will be Joseph Piontek, and his work will be featured at the fall 
conference. She also announced winners for the 2023 Student Composition 
Competition and encouraged members to enter young students as well as older 
ones. 

xii. Outstanding Teacher Awards: Reena Natenberg, no report. 
xiii. Historian: vacant 
xiv. Technology Chair: Dawn Ivers reported that she has updated the current details of 

fall conference on our website. She is continuing to replace images in the home 
page gallery and update the “Find a Teacher” list with current information. 

xv. MTNA Foundation Fund Chair: Brett Janssen reiterated that Tim Shook will be the 
Kansas MTA Foundation Fellow for the spring 2025 MTNA Conference. Our goal is 
to raise $1,500 in honor of Tim by January 6th. 

xvi. Collaborative Music Chair: Gustavo DoCarmo was not present and had no report. 
xvii. Antitrust Compliance Officer: Sally Buxton reported that Lucy Tan sent written 

agreements to conference presenters along with information about arrangements 
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for the conference. Sally is working with Alex Pack to reinstate our recently 
cancelled Mailer Lite. 

xviii. Communication Chair: KC Graham – not present and no report. He is going off the 
board, but Sally reported that Alex Pack may take that position.  

5. Old business 
a. Cap-Fed funding amount for audition winners continues to be uncertain. KMTA will 

continue giving awards, however. For the present time KMTA will cover the cost if 
we get nothing from Cap-Fed, or perhaps other donors may be found. 

b. KCMTA payment for piano tuning/Music Progressions (clarification) 
The consensus of the group was that for the present time, if income from the 
auditions is enough to cover the tuning expense, KMTA will pay for the tuning. Linda 
Featherston, Marlene & Pat will meet to discuss this further and present a proposal 
to the board later.  

6. New Business 
a. Conference report – more information will be available on the website soon. 
b. KMTA-KMEA relations 

Dan Masterson joined the board at the end of the meeting to say that he continues to 
work to improve relations with KMEA. President Knight has also helped in attending 
meetings with KMEA and striving to build a better relationship between the two 
organizations. 

c. Executive board positions: rolling off or vacant 
President Knight asked board members to assist in giving him ideas on those KMTA 
members who might be willing to serve on our board. District presidents are 
encouraged to communicate with members in their area to promote volunteer 
support as well. 
 

At 3:40 p.m., James moved to adjourn the meeting. Nancy Blockcolsky seconded the motion, 
and it passed. The next board meeting will be held in Kansas City in conjunction with our fall 
conference. 
 
Pat Ziegelmeier, KMTA Exec. Secretary 
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KMTA Music Progressions 
 

          KMTA Music Progressions is a non-competitive event usually hosted in the 
spring semester by the Kansas Music Teachers Association. Music Progressions is 
a comprehensive musicianship program divided into 10 levels.  At each level, 
students prepare two musical pieces and a specific set of scales and chords 
(according to the requirements of the level). Each student has a session with a 
facilitator, (20-40 minutes, depending on the level) during which time he or she 
performs the pieces, scales and chords and demonstrates a knowledge of music 
vocabulary. In addition, students must clap and tap a rhythm pattern and play a 
sightreading piece. All levels also take a written theory test and a listening test.  

Students prepare the requirements for a specific level (as determined by 
accomplishment, not age or year in school).  Therefore, adults and students on 
any level may participate. 

If you would like to see a complete list of the requirements for each level of 
Music Progressions, you may access the KMTA website at the following link: 
KMTA Music Progressions. The requirements for all levels are contained in the 
Music Progressions Curriculum Guide, which you may download for free from 
the website. One additional resource is the KMTA Music Progressions Resource 
Guide, also available for free download on the same webpage.  

 
The 2025 events are not yet scheduled, so check back at the KMTA webpage 

for more updated information. Here are the participation numbers from 2024: 
 

Dist. Location Dates Students Teachers Coordinators 
1 Kansas City April 20-21 78 16 Yi Chang 
1 Lawrence March 23, April 6 47 6 Janet Hart 
6 McPherson April 13 52 7 Brett Janssen 
6 Derby April 19 29 6 Annetta Smith 
6 Wichita May 4-5 99 12 Marlene Hallstrom 
6 Newton April 20 14 5 Judith Mace, Carol 

Klingenberg 
 
  

https://ksmta.org/student-programs/music-progressions
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MTNA NATIONALLY CERTIFIED TEACHERS OF MUSIC 
 

KMTA Certification Corner 
  

Our national organization, MTNA, has worked diligently to provide teachers 
with the best program possible to achieve national certification.  The 5-project 
process is clear and easy to understand, and every teacher in our organization will 
find it possible to complete.  Becoming certified adds another dimension of 
professionalism that speaks to your credibility and adds to your marketing power 
in today’s world of teaching.  
  

If you have considered certification for a while, no time is better than TODAY 
to start the application process.  I am happy to assist with any questions you may 
have. 
 For more detailed information, go to certification.mtna.org/ to get started.  

 
Nationally Certified Teachers (NCTM) 

 
Debra Alexander  
J. Bradley Baker 
Kristi Baker  
Mara Balke 
DeeAnn Brown  
Julie Brown 
Sally Buxton  
Sylvia Coats  
Jean Confer  
Susan Cress  
Julie Dean  
Xiaoli Ding 
Slawomir Dobrzanski  
LeRoy DuBois  
Marles Dudley  
Karole Erikson  
Melissa Falkner  
Judith Fear 
Linda Featherston 

Celia Goering  
Elizabeth Grace 
Meg Gray  
Ai Guo 
Steven Gustafson  
Carol Hadduck  
Marlene Hallstrom  
Roxie Hammill 
Tiffiney Harms 
Janet Jamison  
Brett Janssen  
Pui-Ling Joseph 
Kathy Judd  
Linda R Kennedy  
Michael Kirkendoll 
Carol Klingenberg  
Jessica Koebbe 
Sharon Kriss 
Myra Lemons 

Sheila Litke 
Christina T Liu  
Trilla Lyerla  
Rachel Martin 
Daniel Masterson 
Karen McClellan 
Bonnie McLarty  
Carole Nease 
Carole Pracht  
Mark Pretzel  
Michal Rector  
Tatyana Rubchinsky  
Janette Rupert 
Karen Savage 
Jeffrey Savage 
Julia Scherer  
Karen Schlabaugh 
Timothy Shook 
Brenda Simmons  

Annetta Smith 
Betty Todd Smith  
Kathy Smith  
Mary Smith  
Scott McBride 
Smith 
Wendy Stevens  
Melody Stroth  
Lisa K. Studtmann  
Laura Vollen  
Julie Watson  
Natalie Weber  
Joan Wellman  
Christy Williams  
Pei-In Yang  
Ying-Yu Emily Yeh 
Pat Ziegelmeier 

 

  

https://certification.mtna.org/
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KMTA Capitol Federal® Honors Auditions 
 
About KMTA Honors Auditions 

KMTA offers the Honors Auditions program in the fall for music students wishing to 
perform for a judge in a competitive setting. Students of any age, level, and experience are 
allowed to participate. Competitions are available for pre-college piano, strings, piano duet, 
chamber music, collegiate piano, and amateur adults (*new* this year). 

For more details about eligibility and requirements, see the Honors Auditions Handbook 
under the Auditions tab at www.ksmta.org. 
 
2024 State Auditions Information 

KMTA State Auditions and the Kansas MTNA Competitions will be at the University of 
Kansas in Lawrence on Nov. 2-3, 2024. Pre-college students who receive an “I” rating at the 
district audition are eligible to enter the state competition. College-level students and Amateur 
Adults may enter the state competition directly without the district audition. 

 
All auditions registrations must be completed online at https://kmta.tenutoweb.com/ 

 
District Enrollment Deadline: Tuesday, September 3, 2024, by 11:59 p.m.  
 
State Enrollment Deadline: Monday, October 14, 2024, by noon. 
 
MTNA Enrollment Deadline: Wednesday, September 11, 2024, 3:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time. 
 
KMTA Pre-College Competitions – November 2, 2024 
 
KMTA Collegiate and Amateur Adults Competitions- November 3, 2024 
 
MTNA Junior and Senior Competitions – November 2, 2024 
 
MTNA Young Artist Competitions – November 3, 2024 
 
As a Reminder 

Teachers are required to help with the auditions for a few hours, working as door 
monitors, check-in, and recording. Teachers must fill out the volunteer form, or their students 
will not be enrolled.  

Districts One and Two                           
Auditions Date: October 12, 2024  
Location: MidAmerica Nazarene University, Olathe, KS 
District One President: Linda Chen 
913-486-3337 
Email: lindaychen@aol.com 

 

www.ksmta.org
https://kmta.tenutoweb.com/
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District Three      
Auditions Date: October 12, 2024 
Location: Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS 
District Three President: David Pickering 
Email: dpickeri@ksu.edu 

District Four         
Auditions Date: October 5, 2024 (8:30-10:30 A.M.) 
Location: Fort Hays State University, Hays, KS 
District Four President: Irena Ravitskaya 
Email: iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu 

District Five                
Auditions Date: October 5, 2024 
Location: Steinway Piano Gallery, Lenexa, KS 
District Five President: Aine Wendler 
Email: ainewendler@outlook.com 

District Six         
Auditions Date: October 12, 2024 
Location: Friends University, Wichita, KS 
District Six President: Susan Paige Cress 
316-214-5397 
Email: paigepiano@gmail.com 

More details and enrollment can be found online at www.ksmta.org.  
 
All details for the MTNA Junior, Senior, Young Artist and Collegiate Chamber Music 
Performance Competitions, and Student Composition Competition are found at 
www.mtna.org.  
 

 

 

  

http://www.ksmta.org/
http://www.mtna.org/
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Outstanding Teacher and Service Awards 
 

KMTA was delighted to present the 2023 Awards to the following individuals: 
Tim Shook received the KMTA Outstanding Teacher Award for 2023. Tim has been an integral 
part of every aspect of our association and has occupied multiple positions at the local, state and 
national levels (for which he has received the KMTA outstanding service award in 2015). In 
2023, Tim was honored for his many years of superb teaching: fostering students to reach great 
heights in their performance and professional attainments, encouraging great pedagogical 
practices in our local, state and national associations, and for sharing his teaching skills beyond 
our borders in Malaysia, Norway and Singapore. 

We thank Tim for his many years of dedication to the art of teaching and for all that he 
has exemplified to us.  
 
David Tauscher received the KMTA Outstanding Service Award for 2023. David has been 
heavily involved as a KMTA Board member for about 30 years, working with MTNA in West-
Central auditions and the local Kansas City Music Teachers association. David has also been the 
Independent Music Teachers Forum Chair, Technology Chair, Jr/Sr Performance Chair, and 
Collegiate Performance Chair. 

Over 20 years ago, David founded the KMTA Auditions which quickly proved to be an 
immensely popular program for students across Kansas. The auditions grew to be so successful 
that they supported other KMTA programs that were struggling financially and provided KMTA 
with an overall stability. Neighboring states have used KMTA’s Auditions structure as a template 
when restructuring or creating their own auditions.    

As VP of Auditions, David initiated online enrollment and was instrumental in getting a 
website set up for the auditions. He also improved the KMTA website and took care of it for 
several years. 

Thank you, David, for your enormous contributions and many years of service to KMTA! 
 
Criteria for Nominating: 
Kansas Music Teachers Association presents two awards each year to members who are making 
contributions to our state organization and to the music profession at large. The Outstanding 
Teacher Award focuses on the teaching aspect of a member’s role in his or her community, while 
the Outstanding Service Award focuses on the service which a member has offered to the music 
teachers association at the local, state, or national level. 
Members may receive either award more than once.  
 

Outstanding Teacher Award 

• One award may be given per year 
• Must be an active KMTA member 
• May be nominated by anyone: other teacher, local association, piano parent, board 

member, community member 
• Considered to be a more “local” award: a nominee who is active on the local level may 

receive this award, whether or not he/she has ever served on the state board 
• Could be specifically linked to one event or activity but is not limited to such 
• Is geared especially toward the teaching aspect of the teacher’s role 
• May be received more than once by a teacher 
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Outstanding Service Award 

• One award may be given per year 
• Must be an active KMTA member 
• Must be nominated either by a KMTA Board member or by a local association 
• Considered to be a more “state” or “national” award: the winner should be someone who 

has made significant contributions to the state organization or to MTNA or to the music 
profession at large. 

• Is geared especially toward the service aspect of the teacher’s role 
• May be received more than once by a teacher 

Nominating A Member 
Anyone may nominate a teacher for the Outstanding Teacher Award: another teacher, a 

local teaching association, a parent, a board member, or a member of the teacher’s community. 
Nominations for Outstanding Service Award must come from local associations affiliated with 
KMTA or from a KMTA board member. 

We have eliminated the “secret nomination” process. Now, we ask the individual or 
association making a nomination to verify the facts with the nominee. This helps ensure the 
accuracy of the information we receive. 

Before you begin the nomination process, please verify with the teacher that he or she is 
a member of KMTA. Then, the teacher can help you complete the information on the nomination 
form, which you can download from this website. You may attach one page of supporting 
material with the form. Please feel free to include your personal opinions regarding the teacher, 
as well as those of any other people who would like to offer their support for the nomination. 
 

Please send your nominations via email no later than August 19, 2024 to Reena Natenberg: 
rnatenberg@pittstate.edu 

 
The awards for Kansas and for Missouri will be presented on September 27 at the banquet 

of the 2024 KMTA/MMTA Joint State Conference in Kansas City! 
 
  

mailto:rnatenberg@pittstate.edu
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KMTA ASSOCIATION GRANTS 
Submitted by Leona Dickman, Local Associations Chair 

 
It’s time again to apply for the Local Association grants for your projects for the 

2024-2025 school year. The KMTA Association Grant Application form is available on 
the KMTA website and is due to me by August 31st,  usually, but since I’ll be out of the 
country towards the end of August, I’m extending the deadline to Sept. 10th. All local 
associations & student associations are eligible to apply. A question came up about KMTA 
membership and it was determined that non-KMTA teachers can take part in our grant-
funded festivals or projects, as well as MTNA/KMTA members. 

 I request that you text me either way—whether you are dropping the application 
in the snail mail or sending it by email.  Things happen in cyber space and in the multiple 
post offices, so I need to be aware that you’ve sent it so I can follow up. My cell number 
is 785-672-1201.   

The amount that each Local Association will receive will be decided by a committee 
before the Fall Conference.  Last year there were 6 Associations that received grant 
money.  Also, note that there is a Grant Report Form (also on the website) that is due to 
me within 30 days after the completion of the project.  Same texting rules as above, 
please. The application form and grant report form are on the following pages. They are 
also available for download at the KMTA website: https://ksmta.org/for-teachers/grants  

If you have any questions, call or text Leona Dickman, Local Associations Chair at 
785-672-1201.  My email for grant applications and grant reports is ledi@st-tel.net.  Good 
luck to all associations in coming up with some great projects! 
 
 
 

 
  

https://ksmta.org/for-teachers/grants
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net


JULY, 2024   NUMBER 106 

19 

KMTA Local Association Grant Application 
 
Local Associations and Student Chapter applications must be received by postal mail or 

emailed by September 10th this year in order to be eligible.  Grants will be awarded following 
the Fall executive board meeting. 
 
Name of Local Association/Student Chapter:  _________________________________  

President:_________________________Email: ____________________________  

Address:____________________________________Phone: _________________  

Please complete the following questions.  Use the back of this sheet when needed. 

Name of project: _____________________________________________________  

Purpose of project: ___________________________________________________  

Description of project: _________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________  

Date of Project:  _____________________________________________________  

Prospective number of students participating: _____ Teachers:_____ 

Number of KMTA/MTNA members:  _______________________________________  

 

Budget:  Please attach a separate line item budget, to include anticipated receipts 
from all sources and detailed budgeted expenses. (Note:  Income & expenses 
should be equal.) The grant application will not be approved without a budget. 

KMTA Local Association Grant request:  $____________________________ 

Submitted by: _______________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________  

Email: ____________________________________________________________  

Phone:______________________ Date Submitted: __________________________  

 

Please send this application to: Leona Dickman, PO Box 366, Grinnell, KS 67738 
or email to: ledi@st-tel.net 

NOTE:  You MUST TEXT me at 785-672-1201, or call first—whether you email, or 
send via the Post Office.  There have been issues with either form of submission, so I need to 
know so that I can look for it, and contact you if I don’t receive it.  You cannot presume that email 
will go through, and we found out the same with snail mail.  Don’t lose out on your hard work of 
putting together an application.  Give me a quick call or text, please! I will respond when I receive 
your application. 

 

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
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KMTA Local Association Grant Report 
The KMTA Executive Board voted to award the _______________________________ a 
               (name of Local Association) 

 Local Association Grant in the amount of $________ for your Project_______________ 

________________________________________________________________.  

In order to be eligible for future grants, this sheet with the completed form below MUST be 
returned to Leona Dickman, Local Associations Chair, within 30 days after the completion of 
the project.  

Local Association Grant Report  

1) Name of Local Association/Student Chapter_________________________________  

2) Name of Event ____________________________________________________  

3) Date of Event______________________________________________________ 

4) Total Cost of Event__________________________________ 

5) Number of persons participating:_____ Teachers  _____ Students  _____ Others  

6)Evaluation of Project (use back side of sheet if necessary) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Complete and email to: Leona Dickman at ledi@st-tel.net but only if you text me first to watch 
for it. Cell & text is 785-672-1201. 

 

Thanks! 

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
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KMTA Local Association Presidents 
 
 
Northeast Kansas MTA 
District 1 
Dr. Lucy Tan 
6036 SW 25th St. 
Topeka, KS 66614 
978-761-0235 
lucy.tan@washburn.edu 
 
Kansas City MTA 
District 1 
Janet Fetterman 
310 E. 125th Terr. 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
913-484-7779 
janet.fetterman@swbell.net 
 
Manhattan Area MTA 
District 3 
Nancy Blockcolsky 
PO Box 4 
Olsburg, KS 66520 
785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.com 
 
North Central Kansas 
MTL 
District 4 
Mary Smith 
635 Jansonius Dr. 
Phillipsburg, KS 67761 
pburgpiano@gmail.com

 
 
Northwest Kansas PTA 
District 4 
Leona Dickman 
PO Box 366  
Grinnell, KS 67738 
785-672-1201, call & text 
ledi@st-tel.net  
 
Hutchinson Area PTA 
District 6 
Judy Blauer 
306 E. 14th 
Hutchinson, KS 67501 
620-669-0550 
judyblauermusic@gmail.com 
 
McPherson Area PTL 
District 6 
Brett Janssen 
1425 Dover 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu 
 
Newton MTA 
District 6 
Judith Mace 
3004 Wildwood Ct. 
N. Newton, KS 67117 
316-727-6523 
judithmace@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 
South Central Kansas 
MTA  
District 6 
Mary Devore 
625 E. Brendonwood Rd. 
Derby, KS 67037 
316-841-5640 
jerrymarydevore@cox.net 
 
Wichita Metropolitan 
MTA 
District 6 
Christy Williams 
316-304-3871 
terrychristy@sbcglobal.com 
 
KUMTNA Collegiate 
Chpt. 
Ka Man Carman Chin 
1530 Naismith Dr. 
Lawrence, KS 66045 
212-810-9522 
carmenching7@ku.edu 
 

mailto:lucy.tan@washburn.edu
mailto:janet.fetterman@swbell.net
mailto:selahpianoservice@gmail.com
mailto:pburgpiano@gmail.com
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
mailto:judyblauermusic@gmail.com
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:judithmace@yahoo.com
mailto:jerrymarydevore@cox.net
mailto:terrychristy@sbcglobal.com
mailto:carmenching7@ku.edu
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THE POWER OF ONE 
“The Power of One” was established for creating public awareness of music study benefits 

and in turn invites you to honor one who impacted your music study, (e.g., teacher, co-worker, 
KMTA member, clinician, composer). It challenges and helps you to make the same kind of 
impact on others. 

Honor a special person and make your own impact on music study. To find the form to 
honor someone, click here. At the bottom of the page, you will find the form to complete with 
the history of the person you would like to honor. The person honored will be entered in our 
Book of Remembrance for display at State Conferences. 

Funds received through “The Power of One” program are used in arts advocacy, the active 
promotion of the arts in schools and in the public arena. The goal is to share performances and 
the personal encouragement and growth we have experienced through our music study. 

 

POWER OF ONE HONOREES 
Dr. Gordon Terwilliger Dr. Carole Ross Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Fischer 
Frances A. Wallingford John Huber Ruth Lighter 
Nelle O. Taylor Dr. Jack Winerock Mary Ann Hanschu 
Dr. Robert Steinbauer Betty Werner Sharon Kriss 
Mary Ann Saulmon Kathy Judd Jan Shumway 
Marjorie Cogswell Judith Fear Mary Jo Kurtz 
Marguerite Miller David Tauscher Sharon Montgomery 
Verda Jones Billips Pfeifer Sylvia Coats  Linda Featherston 
Ida Dafee Hardy Della Cranmer Nancy Blockcolsky 
Nell Hoyle Dee Ann Brown Marles Dudley 
Betty Watt Rosamund Nyman Mara Balke 
Nelle Taylor Jeanette Waters Melody Stroth 
Esther Wessel Farmer Virginia Downing Paul Reed 
Naomi Bauer Lois Moon Jennifer Fink 
Sister Susanna Collister Mary Hanson Julie Watson 
Jo Stimson Mildred Finfrock Betty Todd Smith 
Joan Wellman Dora Zemp Slawomir Dobrzanski 
Elaina Duncan Robyn Gibson J. Bradley Baker  
Judy Plagge Naegeli Metcalf Annetta Smith 
Pat Ziegelmeier Linda Stogner Timothy Shook 
Lesta Anderson Jane Magrath David Tauscher 
Bernice Schoneweis Margaret Gillespie Vogel Emily Yeh 

 

https://ksmta.org/about/powerofone
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MTNA Composition Competition 
Submitted by Dr. Lucy Tan, KMTA Composer Commissioning/Composition Chair 

Registration deadline is September 11, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

 

 
 
Celebrate the composers in your private studio or classroom!  

Composing allows creative students to take ownership of their music making. They can create 
something to truly call their own; something that requires patience, skill and love. They can get 
up close and personal with music and find out what makes it work, what works, and what defines 
beauty.  

Composing is a great opportunity to engage and empower students! MTNA offers an opportunity 
to submit compositions in a competition for composers in your private studio or classroom. You 
do not need to be a composition instructor to have students participate. There are competitions 
for ages 5–26; elementary, junior, senior and young artist levels. They receive encouraging and 
rewarding comments from highly qualified judges who value the creative new and original 
compositions. Cash prizes are awarded for national winners.  

More specifics below: 

This is a reminder that the entry deadline for the MTNA Composition Competition is 
Wednesday, September 11, 2024, 3:00 P.M. Eastern Time. 

Due to the anticipated volume of last-minute submissions, MTNA advises you to submit your 
registration early. Technical support and staff assistance will be available 8:00 A.M.–
4:00 P.M. Eastern Time, Monday–Friday. The registration must be COMPLETED by the 
3:00 P.M. Eastern Time deadline. Those not completed by that time will not be able to finish 
their registration form and therefore not be entered into the competition. Teachers are 
responsible for verifying all repertoire on the registrations of their students. 



JULY, 2024   NUMBER 106 

25 

New this year, there will be no restrictions on the ensemble size for compositions. Attendance 
and performance at the national conference is optional for composition winners and is not a 
condition for accepting the prize money. Teachers must have paid their current MTNA 
membership dues prior to students registering for the competition. Primary communication 
regarding the composition competition will be via email.  

Please note that all composer contestants must submit a computer-generated PDF score and 
YouTube link. No MIDI files will be accepted. Please have a valid credit card ready when you 
apply online (American Express, MasterCard, and Visa only).  

To learn more about the MTNA competition go to MTNA.org and find the composition 
competition guidelines under the “Engage” tab.  

To use the links below, on a PC computer, press and hold the Control key while clicking the link. 

For questions contact MTNA at (888) 512-5278 or competitions@mtna.org. 

For more information about the MTNA Competitions, click here. 

To register for the competitions, click here. 
 
To reach the communicator of this message, contact: 
Dr. Lucy Tan, KMTA Composer Commissioning/Composition Chair 
Lwtan516@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:competitions@mtna.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v2AN83Ar8yWi7Jy-xsdzaV1SeRLnOYqoPkPAMPecsnEM32-8vR7qKHwZe6U8EU4LZ9H88txGw52JnnVGw0hPH8WnbxDt_3XuTTipLOiDZ2cOLQznbzDa49PgpizmZfCzTYS3pduQcERbhOvBkC6DsCRrio5QF-nvV-iWsB33Vg0ojc6SMfra7d39V7pmWHArwyN1rfiSO_8=&c=7Ai2auxmPEt4VewR1ufjZ7emzIm6YF-Fpcs2wpgCs8FwgIGsV7X7Zw==&ch=5UDY7FH71R8vmLzkXUiuqIo2TTRlEnOakcKVnlz_qbPTTU5dCETcHw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v2AN83Ar8yWi7Jy-xsdzaV1SeRLnOYqoPkPAMPecsnEM32-8vR7qKDfYvGv387HRQPrAplIPoB4plF_IrhrLfK0KyHqX9jek8b6nHv7L7ktRZvwDU1H8kusKGh59x0vKpb1AdFuG8iSvyYTzJVWpvDz21eaYkMgOYjxlt19WWsrCQrgCGjO43MOQKJojmnbgKvObAvRvUH6s5ACnZu1Ke5m0EBKKYRby&c=7Ai2auxmPEt4VewR1ufjZ7emzIm6YF-Fpcs2wpgCs8FwgIGsV7X7Zw==&ch=5UDY7FH71R8vmLzkXUiuqIo2TTRlEnOakcKVnlz_qbPTTU5dCETcHw==
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MMTA/KMTA Joint Conference 
September 27-28, 2024 

University of Missouri – Kansas City (UMKC) 
 

Conference Schedule 
 

Friday 

8:30-10:00 am KMTA Board meeting/Registration and coffee reception 

10:00-10:50 am Plenary Session by FCC – Panel on the future of the profession 

11:00-11:50 am Breakout Sessions 

12:00-1:00 pm Lunch on your own 

1:00-3:00 pm Pre-College Masterclass 

3:00-4:50 pm Breakout Sessions 

5:30-7:00 pm Conference banquet (KMTA and MMTA Outstanding Teacher 
 and Service Awards presented 

7:30 pm Anderson & Roe recital 

9:00 pm Reception sponsored by Kansas City Music Teachers Association 

 

Saturday 

9:00 am Coffee reception/FCC Publications/Exhibitors 

10:00-10:50 am Breakout Sessions 

11:00-11:50 am Sara Ernst Foundational Pedagogy 

12:00-1:00 pm Luncheon (followed by brief state business meetings) 

1:15-2:00 pm Commissioned Composer Concert: “Life on the Flint Hills” for 
 piano quintet by KMTA Commissioned Composer Joseph Piontek 

2:00-5:00 pm Breakout Sessions 
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MMTA/KMTA Conference Registration Information 
All registration is online at https://ksmta.org/conference/registration 

 

The conference will be held on Friday, September 27 and Saturday, September 28 at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City, 5000 Holmes St., Kansas City, MO 64110. 

The piano duo team Anderson & Roe will be our featured artists and masterclass 
clinicians. The Masterclass will be on Friday from 1:00-3:00 pm. 

Conference fees are as follows: 

Early bird registration (deadline August 15) $120 

Regular registration (deadline September 15) $140 

Onsite registration  $75 per day 

Student registration without meals and concert $30 

Student registration with meals and concert $50 

Exhibitor registration $50 

Concert only $25 

Friday dinner only $20 

Saturday lunch only $15 

Conference registration does not include lodging. 

Conference Hotel Information 

The conference hotel is Aloft Kansas City Country Club Plaza, 393 W. 46th Street, Kansas 
City, MO 64112.  Control + click here to make a reservation 

The conference group rate is $129 per night plus reduced parking of $6 per day and a 
$10 breakfast voucher. This rate is available through August 31. After that, the hotel will still 
honor the group rate, but availability of rooms is not guaranteed. 

  

https://ksmta.org/conference/registration
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1719599594580&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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