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KMTA Mission Statement 
 

Kansas Music Teachers Association is dedicated to helping each student experience the 
joy of music. Through its educational programs and activities, this organization will empower 
its members – teachers with high professional standards – to foster in students a lifelong 
commitment to music as patrons, performers, teachers and hobbyists. KMTA will also work in 
partnership with communities across Kansas to ensure that music is an ongoing, vital part of 
the cultural life. 

 
The KMTA Update is published by the Kansas Music Teachers Association. For 

information about membership contact Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Secretary, 2154 
County Road 27 Gem, Kansas 67734 or at patz@st-tel.net. 

 
Or, contact the local association near you for their dues information, then go to 

ksmta.org and click on “For Teachers” or go to mtna.org and click on join/renew. 
Click on the category of membership of your choice to take you to the application with 
national and state dues information, and a place to enter the local association and dues. 
 

Free KMTA publications available online at ksmta.org: 
Music Progressions Curriculum Guide  
Music Progressions Teachers Resource Handbook 
KMTA Update (Newsletter) 

 
For newsletter article submission or sponsorship information, 

contact Update Editor Nancy Blockcolsky at 785-313-2550 (text or 
leave a voicemail) or at selahpianoservice@gmail.com 

 
Check out our website! 

www.ksmta.org 
 

  

mailto:patz@st-tel.net
http://www.ksmta.org/
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Spring, 2024 
 

I hope all of you had a restful and fulfilling 
Christmas.  As we prepare for the New Year I’d like to 
reflect on the wonderful events of the past year.   

The Leadership Summit meeting held in Cincinnati 
on  September 8-10 was a wonderful time for the 
presidents of the 50 states to gather together and be 
inspired by the insight of our key speakers and the MTNA 
leadership.  It was also a first in that we played for one 
another in the usual artist recital.  There’s something 
about hearing each one play that makes us feel even more 
of a community and helps foster understanding across the 
board. 

I’d also like to thank Lucy Tan as well as all who were involved in making the 
2023 State Conference at Washburn University in September such a success.  From all 
of the great presentations, masterclass, and inspiring concert by our guest artist, David 
Korevaar, I left with a renewed sense of community and desire to keep bettering myself 
as a musician and teacher.   

A huge thank you to all involved in the regional auditions and to Emily Yeh for 
running the state auditions this year.  Although it’s a lot of work to plan and run these, I 
feel it’s so necessary to the development of young  and our involvement in teaching and 
running these events. 

The planning stages are underway for our next state conference.  We are very 
excited to say that we’ll be having a joint conference with Missouri at UMKC.  It’s been a 
while since we’ve done one of these and the excitement is palpable as we are considering 
exciting  events that are possible with a conference like this.  The conference will be 
September 27-28. We are very excited that Anderson & Roe will be our guest artists and 
we hope for a wonderful joint conference. I’d like to also thank Chris Madden, faculty at 
UMKC and Jason Hausback, Missouri MTA president for all their work as we pull this 
together. 

Please share with me any success stories you may have in your teaching and 
performing.  We would love to share these with our KMTA community.  You can contact 
me at knightjh@friends.edu. 

Thank you all again for your wonderful and inspiring work in teaching our new 
generation of musicians and I wish for all of you a fulfilling New Year! 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Knight, DMA 
KMTA President 
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KMTA EXECUTIVE AND ADVISORY BOARD 

 
President 
Dr. James Knight 
4333 N. Oliver 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-641-8464 
knightjh@friends.edu 
 
President-Elect 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM 
916 Broadway Street 
Newton, KS 67114 
316-284-5269 
ctliu@bethelks.edu 
 
Immediate Past President 
Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM 
Central College 
1200 S. Main 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu 
 
Vice President, Conference 
Contact James Knight, president 
 
Vice President, 
Associations 
Trilla Lyerla, NCTM 
PO Box 214  
Baldwin City, KS 66006 
785-594-4500 
tlyerla@bakeru.edu 
 
Vice President, Auditions 
Emily Yeh 
10914 Reeder St. 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
816-392-8667 
musicblossom@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President, Education 
Timothy Shook, NCTM 
Southwestern College 
Dept. of Performing Arts 
100 College St. 
Winfield, KS 67156 
620-229-6270 (w) 
316-651-0177 (h) 
wichitacreativekeyboard@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President, Public 
Relations 
Linda Featherston, NCTM 
11007 W. 100th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66214 
913-599-1586 
ksupianomom@gmail.com 
 
District 1 President 
Linda Chen 
8101 W. 129th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-486-3337 
lindaychen@aol.com 
 
District 2 President 
Vacant 
 
District 3 President 
Dr. David Pickering 
1724 Little Kitten Ave. 
Manhattan, KS 66503 
785-532-3830 
dpickeri@ksu.edu 
 
District 4 President 
Dr. Irena Ravitskaya 
FHSU Dept. of Music 
600 Park St. 
Hays, KS 67601 
785-628-5362 
iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu 
 

District 5 President 
Aine Wendler 
816 Corse Ave. 
Larned, KS 67550 
620-910-7860 
aine@wendlerpiano.com 
 
District 6 President 
Paige Cress, NCTM 
3902 N. Lakecrest St. 
Wichita, KS 67205 
316-773-4830 
paigepiano@gmail.com 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
IMTF Chair 
Vacant 
 
KMTA-KMEA Liaison 
Dr. Dan Masterson, NCTM 
335 E. Swenson 
Lindsborg, KS 67456 
785-227-3380 ext. 8139 
masterson@bethanylb.edu 
 
Student Chapter Chair 
Dr. Meg Gray, NCTM 
151 N. Old Manor Rd. 
Wichita, KS 67208 
816-547-7320 
meg.gray@wichita.edu 
 
College Student President 
Nan Hu 
nanhu@ku.edu 
 
 
 
  

mailto:knightjh@friends.edu
mailto:ctliu@bethelks.edu
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:tlyerla@bakeru.edu
mailto:musicblossom@yahoo.com
mailto:wichitacreativekeyboard@yahoo.com
mailto:ksupianomom@gmail.com
mailto:lindaychen@aol.com
mailto:dpickeri@ksu.edu
mailto:iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu
mailto:aine@wendlerpiano.com
mailto:paigepiano@gmail.com
mailto:masterson@bethanylb.edu
mailto:meg.gray@wichita.edu
mailto:nanhu@ku.edu
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Jr. High, High School and 
Collegiate Artist 
Performance Chair 
Emily Yeh 
10914 Reeder St. 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
816-392-8667 
musicblossom@yahoo.com 
 
College Faculty Chair 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM 
916 Broadway Street 
Newton, KS 67114 
316-284-5269 
ctliu@bethelks.edu 
 
KMTA Music Progressions 
Chair 
Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM 
5311 E. 27th St. N. 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-687-3135 (h) 
316-304-6089 (c) 
mchallstrom@gmail.com 
 
Local Associations Chair 
Leona Dickman 
PO Box 366 
Grinnell, KS 67738 
785-824-3755 
ledi@st-tel.net 
 
Update Editor 
Nancy Blockcolsky 
PO Box 4 
Olsburg, KS 66520 
785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.com 
 

KMTA Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Pat Ziegelmeier 
2154 County Rd. 27 
Gem, KS 67734 
785-462-7808 (h) 
785-460-5518 (w) 
patz@st-tel.net 
 
Arts Advocacy 
Chair/Power of One 
Vacant 
 
Composer Commissioning, 
Composition Chair 
Dr. Lucy Tan 
6036 SW 25th St. 
Topeka, KS 66614 
Lwtan516@gmail.com 
 
Outstanding Teacher and 
Service Awards 
Dr. Reena Berger Natenberg 
Pittsburg State University 
Music Department 
1701 S. Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
620-719-6226 
rnatenberg@pittstate.edu 
 
Historian 
Vacant 
 

Anti-Trust Compliance 
Officer 
Sally Buxton, NCTM 
5711 Kenawee 
Bel Aire, KS 67220 
c. 316-250-7687 
Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com 
 
Technology Chair 
Dawn Ivers 
615 N. Maple St. 
McPherson, KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.com 
 
MTNA Foundation Fund 
Chair 
Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM 
Central College 
1200 S. Main 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu 
 
 
Collaborative Music Chair 
Gustavo DoCarmo 
113 W. Ellsworth Ave. 
Salina, KS 67401 
gustavo.docarmo@KWU.edu 
 
Communications Chair 
KC Graham 
1409 Park Place 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-617-7818 
kc@wichitapianostudio.com 
 
 
 

KANSAS MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the fall board meeting 

Garvey Fine Arts Center, Washburn University, Topeka 
September 22, 2023 

 
1. President Brett Janssen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed members to 
the conference meeting. Others present were Gustavo DoCarmo, James Knight, Paige Cress, 
Lucy Tan, Dan Masterson, Timothy Shook, Linda Featherston, David Tauscher, Marlene 
Hallstrom, Nan Hu, Leona Dickman, K.C. Graham, and Pat Ziegelmeier.  

mailto:musicblossom@yahoo.com
mailto:ctliu@bethelks.edu
mailto:mchallstrom@gmail.com
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
mailto:selahpianoservice@gmail.com
mailto:patz@st-tel.net
mailto:Lwtan516@gmail.com
mailto:rnatenberg@pittstate.edu
mailto:Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com
mailto:dawnivers.piano@gmail.com
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:gustavo.docarmo@KWU.edu
mailto:kc@wichitapianostudio.com
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2. Tim Shook moved that we approve the agenda for the meeting as printed. Paige Cress 
seconded the motion, and it passed.  
3. Linda Featherston moved to approve the minutes from the spring board meeting. Tim Shook 
seconded the motion and it carried.  
4. Officer reports  

a. President Janssen presented his report and highlighted the work of the team that he chose 
to create a rubric for the KSHAA piano festival: James Knight, Christina Liu, and Trilla Lyerla. 
He attended a zoom meeting with members of our division; the main program being Kathy 
Hammer with “Tips for Efficient Meetings.” He thanked Lucy Tan for her work on fall 
conference and mentioned that a combined Missouri-Kansas conference is in the works for next 
year. The following executive board positions are recommended for next year: President: James 
Knight; Immediate Past-President: Brett Janssen; President-Elect: Christina Liu; Treasurer: Pat 
Ziegelmeier; Vice Presidents: Auditions: Emily Yeh; Education, Certification: Tim Shook; 
Associations: Trilla Lyerla; Conference: open; Public Relations: Linda Featherston; District 
Presidents: District 1: Linda Chen; District 2: open; District 3: David Pickering; District 4: Irena 
Ravitskaya; District 5: Aine Wendler; and District 6: Paige Cress. If affirmed by the Board, these 
officers will be voted on by the KMTA members at the general business meeting.  

b. Immediate Past-President, J. Bradley Baker, was not present and had no report.  
c. President-Elect James Knight reported on attending the KMEA board meeting this past 

July.  
The piano rubric that he, Trilla, and Christina had worked on was met with approval. He 

shared a schedule of other upcoming events for KMEA and WMMTA this year, and he reported 
on attending the Summit for MTNA Leadership in Cincinnati September 8-10.  

d. Executive Secretary Pat Ziegelmeier shared KMTA financial reports with the Board and  
presented a proposed budget for the current fiscal year, 2023-24. This will be voted on at the 

general business meeting tomorrow.  
e. Vice-Presidents  

i. Auditions: David Tauscher has retired as Vice President of Auditions, and Emily Yeh 
has taken that position. David mentioned that audition entries are going down and that Cap-
Fed is giving KMTA $1,500 for awards this year instead of $2,500. These factors will affect the 
future auditions and must be taken into consideration.  

ii. Education, Certification: Timothy Shook reported that if the board supports a strategy 
to increase the number of certified members, he will work on a strategy to do that. He also 
thanked Dawn Ivers for updating the list of certified KMTA members on the website.  

iii. Associations: Trilla Lyerla had no report.  
iv. Conference: Lucy Tan shared her projected budget for conference income and 

expenses  
and welcomed board members to Washburn University.  
v. Public Relations: Linda Featherston reported on fundraising for this year. She said 

KMTA provides free ads to Cap Fed, Washburn, MNU, KSU, FHSU, Tabor, and KU as a thank 
you for hosting auditions and the conference.  

f. District Presidents  
I and II. Linda Chen has transitioned into this position with the help of Betty Smith, 

former chair. Linda reported that in-person auditions will be held this year with registration 
and scheduling being done with the online system Tenuto. She’s looking into a free version of 
‘issuu’ for handbooks/programs to save costs on printing. Another possibility in the future is for 
judges to use laptops for typing out comments, also with the Tenuto system.  

III. David Pickering joined the meeting briefly through Zoom to report on audition 
entries and events planned in District III this year.  

IV. Irena Ravitskaya was absent and had no report.  
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V. Aine Wendler sent a report that there are 15 students scheduled for auditions for 
District V this year.  

VI. Paige Cress reported on auditions for District VI to be held at Tabor College this fall. 
There are fewer entries this year: 51 for piano and 2 for violin.  

g. Advisory Chairs  
i. Independent Music Teachers Forum: position is vacant  
ii. Local Associations: Leona Dickman gave a recommended summary of the grant 

applications submitted this year. The Board consensus was to approve them as follows:  
KU Collegiate Group $500.00; MAPTL $315; MAMTA $200; NWKPTA $935; SCKMTA 

$550;  
Newton MTA $1,000 for a total of $3,500.  
iii. College Faculty: Christina Liu sent a report that she is working on a spreadsheet of 

contact info for piano/music faculty in all Kansas colleges.  
iv. Student Chapter: Meg Gray – absent. No report  
v. Nan Hu – no report.  
vi. J.H., H.S. & College MTNA Artist Performance Chair: Alejandro Avila is taking over 

the collegiate audition chair position.  
vii. Music Progressions: Marlene Hallstrom reported that Music Progressions took place 

in seven locations this past year. She is working on dates and locations for 2024.  
viii. Collaborative Music: Gustavo DoCarmo – no report. 
ix. Composer Commissioning & student composition: Lucy Tan reported that Matthew 

Honas is the 2023 KMTA Commissioned Composer. His composition, “Sculptures from an 
Amber Plain,” will be performed during our fall conference.  

x. KMTA-KMEA Liaison: Dan Masterson reported that he will be attending the KMTA 
sessions meeting in October as part of the planning process for the KMEA In-Service Workshop 
in February. Invitations for the Honors Recital will begin after the state auditions.  

xi. Antitrust Compliance Officer: Sally Buxton reported that she has updated the 
compliance reminder and sent a copy of that and the Presenters’ Agreement to all Local 
Association Presidents as well as to Lucy Tan, this year’s conference chair.  

xii. Historian: vacant position  
xiii. MTNA Foundation: has been vacant but Brett Janssen is willing to step into  
that position now.  
xiv. Update Editor: Nancy Blockcolsky sent a report saying that she started on this job by 

doing the summer Update. She’ll be doing the winter Update and plans to have it out in 
January.  

xv. Communications: KC Graham – no report.  
xvi. Technology: Dawn Ivers sent a report on recent updates she has made to the website.  
In the coming year, she plans to replace images in the home page gallery and clean up the 

existing profiles of the ‘Find a Teacher’ list.  
xvii. Arts Advocacy/Power of One: vacant  
xviii. Outstanding Teacher Award: Reena Berger sent a report that there was a 

nomination for KMTA Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award and a nomination for KMTA 
Outstanding Service Awards. Both will be announced and awarded at the conference banquet.  
5) Old Business – none  
6) New Business  

a. & b. Conference report and proposed 23-24 budget. The consensus was to accept these as 
presented. There is a concern for funding audition winner awards since Cap-Fed has given us 
$1,500 for this year rather than the $2,500 that we’ve gotten for the past several years. After 
discussion on this, Linda Featherston moved that KMTA provide funds to maintain the awards 
this year at the same level we have been giving them. Trilla Lyerla seconded the motion, and it 
passed. This issue will be revisited in the following years.  
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c. 2023-24 board positions – No concerns. These positions and the proposed budget will be 
voted on at the general business meeting tomorrow.  

d. Sally Buxton shared a proposal to use Power of One funds for Local Association Advocacy 
Events. Trilla Lyerla moved to promote advocacy efforts in schools and communities with the 
funds and Sally Buxton leading the effort. Linda Featherston seconded the motion, and it 
passed.  

e. A proposal to raise the price of an E-newsblast was discussed. Linda Featherston moved to 
raise the price from $25 to $50. Tim Shook seconded the motion, and it passed.  

f. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) chairman Timothy Shook said he would reach out to  
promote this in KMTA this year.  
g. On the topic of clarification for KCMTA and other local chapters on paying for venues for 

Music Progressions, the question has been asked if KMTA could pay for piano tuning instead.  
President Brett Janssen appointed an ad hoc committee to consider this and form a policy 

this year. The committee will be James Knight, Marlene Hallstrom, and Pat Ziegelmeier, and a 
motion will be emailed out later for consideration.  

h. Adjudicator compensation for fall auditions and Music Progressions was discussed. David 
Tauscher moved that for 2024-25 we raise judging rates to $35 an hour and also raise entry fees 
for Music Progressions to $25. Paige Cress seconded the motion and it passed.  
 
President Janssen thanked Board members for their service and the meeting adjourned at 
10:40.  
 
Submitted by Pat Ziegelmeier,  
KMTA Executive Secretary 
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OUTSTANDING TEACHER AND SERVICE AWARDS 

 
KMTA presents two awards each year to members who are making 

contributions to our state organization and to the music profession overall. 
The awards were presented at the KMTA State Conference on September 22, 
2023.  

This year’s Outstanding Teacher Award recipient was Dr. Timothy 
Shook, NCTM. Dr. Shook has been recognized for his excellent teaching 
both at the college and pre-college levels. His students have garnered 
numerous awards at the district, state levels, and beyond.  

This year’s Outstanding Service Award recipient was David Tauscher, 
NCTM. David was responsible for creating our current auditions system in 
the late 1990s. Under the old system, only one winner from each district in 
each category would advance to state level competition. Now, hundreds of 
students participate in state auditions each year. David served as the Vice 
President for auditions for over 20 years. 

Congratulations to these very worthy individuals! It is an honor to 
have you both as longtime members of KMTA! 

 
 
 

 

Please see the next page for a listing of previous award winners.

Timothy Shook 
Outstanding Teacher 

David Tauscher 
Outstanding Service 
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OUTSTANDING TEACHER SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS 

1985 Marguerite Miller 1994 Pat Ziegelmeier 

1987 Paul Reed 1995 Dee Ann Brown 

1988 Betty Werner 1996 Virginia Downing 

1989 Mary Jo Kurtz 1997 Lois Moon 

1991 Joan Wellman 1998 Judy Plagge 

1992 Barbara Ellis 1999 Sharon Kriss 

1993 Mary Ann Hanschu 2000 John Huber 
 

OUTSTANDING TEACHER AND SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS 

2004 Teacher – John Huber 2008 Teacher – Marles Dudley 

 Service – Betty Werner  Service – Nancy Blockcolsky 

2005 Teacher – Judith Fear 2009 Teacher – Mara Balkey 

 Service – Kathy Judd 2010 Teacher – Melody Stroth 

2006 Teacher – David Tauscher 2011 Teacher – Jennifer Fink 

 Service – David Tauscher  Service – Julie Watson 

2007 Teacher – Sylvia Coats 2012 Teacher – Lisa McClure 

 Service – Linda Featherston 2014 Teacher – Elizabeth Grace 

  Mueller 

2015 Teacher – Joyce Unger 

 Service – Timothy Shook 

2021 Teacher – Slawomir Dobrzanski 

 Service – J. Bradley Baker 

2022 Teacher – Annetta Smith 

2023 Teacher – Timothy Shook 

 Service – David Tauscher 
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LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS GRANTS 
 

 Leona Dickman, KMTA Local Associations Chair, recommended to the Board the 
following amounts for KMTA Local Associations grants: 
 
KU Collegiate Chapter 
$500 for attending the KMTA conference and for recruiting new members. This is the 
first grant application we have ever received from a collegiate chapter. 
 
McPherson Area Piano Teachers League 
$315 for a history presentation on Beethoven 
 
Manhattan Area Music Teachers Association 
$200 for a teacher enrichment program on practice 
techniques 
 
Northwest Kansas Piano Teachers Association 
$935 for a masterclass 
 
South Central Kansas Music Teachers Association 
$550 for a masterclass and lecture on improvisation 
 
Newton Music Teachers Association 
$1,000 for an Adopt-a-Composer event and concert 
 
 Associations applied for the grants. KMTA had a 
total of $3,500 budgeted for local association grants. 
The amount awarded to each group depended on how 
much was requested and the amount of grant money 
available. The requests did not total the full amount of 
grant funds, so most groups received more than they 
requested until the money was fully allotted. 
 
 Each year, someone from each participating organization writes up the grant 
application and submits it to the Local Associations Chair. The chair and an appointed 
committee review the applications and make recommendations regarding the grant 
amounts to the KMTA Board. The board then votes on the recommendations of the 
committee, and grant checks are distributed at the KMTA conference at the conference 
luncheon. 
 
 

KMTA/MTNA/Capitol Federal Auditions Results 
 

(State) auditions results can be viewed at the following URL: 
 

https://www.ksmta.org/sites/kmta3d8/files/2023-
10/2023%20results%20for%20web.pdf 

 
  

https://www.ksmta.org/sites/kmta3d8/files/2023-10/2023%20results%20for%20web.pdf
https://www.ksmta.org/sites/kmta3d8/files/2023-10/2023%20results%20for%20web.pdf
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2023 Conference Highlights 
 

 The 2023 KMTA State Conference was held at Washburn University in Topeka on 
September 22 and 23. Dr. Lucy Tan was the Vice President for Conference and put together a 
terrific conference for all who attended. Attendees had the opportunity to browse conference 
exhibits ranging from music games and teaching materials to music new and old. Also, the 
conference offered the chance to connect with some of our colleagues, some of whom we only 
see once or twice a year. Many of us look forward to that aspect of the state conferences.  

Some of our colleagues presented sessions demonstrating insights gained from new research 
on old music, for example, Dr. Curtis Pavey’s session Beyond Bach: Reimagining the Baroque. 
Others offered information about different ways of teaching music. Meg Gray gave a session on 
rote learning and how teachers can incorporate teaching by rote in traditional lessons. 
Agnieszka Lasko presented a session on using compositional techniques to teach improvisation 
to children. Chris Madden spoke on teaching with excerpts, and the Wichita State University 
KMTA Student Chapter discussed using contemporary music to develop intermediate piano 
technique. Christina Liu explained how using gamification techniques can enhance piano 
instruction and boost student engagement.  

Other sessions focused more on the psychology of music teaching, for example, Curtis Pavey 
and Helena Hyesoon Kim’s session What We Say Matters: A Discussion of Communication 
Practices of Music Instructors. Gloria Tham-Haines discussed how trauma-informed pedagogy 
can enhance connection with the student and assist them with self-regulation. Jessica Koebbe 
gave a presentation on addressing music performance anxiety in collaborative partnerships. 
Sally Buxton’s session on the art of music presented plans for how to guide students’ 
imaginations to listen and think about music more creatively.  

Some of the conference sessions focused on repertoire. Kristi Baker-Lampe discussed great 
music that rarely gets played. Qianwen Cen and Song Lyu gave a presentation on the classical 
music traditions of China and Japan. Po Sim Head spoke on piano teaching pieces from Asia.  

Conference sessions covered other topics as well. Natalie Weber presented a session on 
music technology, Dawn Ivers discussed business practices for music teachers, and Gordon 
McNelly gave a session on piano maintenance. 

Our commissioned composer, Matthew Honas, discussed his piece for solo piano, Sculptures 
from an Amber Plain, a work in three movements. His goal is to convey the pride and love that 
local artists have for Kansas. Jacob Thomas performed the piece.  

The conference artist was David Korevaar, a solo pianist, chamber musician, and 
collaborator who has performed and given master classes throughout the United States, Europe, 
Asia, and Central and South America. His biography is far too lengthy to mention here, but he is 
an active performer and a Distinguished Professor at the University of Colorado, Boulder. 
Korevaar has recorded nearly 40 titles. He was the opening speaker at our conference, 
performed the conference recital (including two sonatas by Beethoven and works by James 
Morris and others), and taught the masterclass on Saturday afternoon. These are the types of 
sessions we can look forward to at KMTA state conferences! 
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2023 Conference Photos 
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KMTA LOCAL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS 

 
DISTRICT 1   Northwest Kansas PTA  Newton MTA 
     Leona Dickman   Judith Mace 
Northeast Kansas MTA  PO Box 366    3004 Wildwood Ct. 
Dr. Lucy Tan    Grinnell, KS 67738   N. Newton, KS 67117 
6036 SW 25th St.   785-672-1201, cell & text  316-727-6253 
Topeka, KS 66614   ledi@st-tel.net   judithmace@yahoo.com 
978-761-0235         
lucytan@washburn.edu  DISTRICT 5   South Central Kansas  

MTA 
Kansas City MTA   Central Kansas PTA  Mary Devore 
Janet Fetterman   unknown    1625 E. Brendonwood Rd. 
310 E. 125th Terrace        Derby, KS 67037 
Kansas City, MO 64145  DISTRICT 6   316-841-5640 
913-484-7779        jerrymarydevore@cox.net 
janet.fetterman@swbell.net  Hutchinson Area PTA       
     Judy Blauer    Wichita Metropolitan 
DISTRICT 3   306 E. 14th     MTA 
     Hutchinson, KS 67501  Meg Gray 
Manhattan Area MTA  620-669-0550   151 Old Manor 
Nancy Blockcolsky   judyblauermusic@gmail.com  Wichita, KS 67208 
PO Box 4         816-547-7320 
Olsburg, KS 66520   McPherson Area PTL  gray0296@gmail.com 
785-313-2550   Brett Janssen    
selahpianoservice@gmail.com  1425 Dover    KUMTNA Collegiate 
     McPherson, KS 67460  Chapter 
DISTRICT 4   816-916-1600   Ka Man Carmen Ching 
     brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu 1530 Naismith Dr. 
North Central Kansas MTL       Lawrence, KS 66045 
Mary Smith         212-810-9522 
635 Jansonius Dr.        carmenching7@ku.edu 
Phillipsburg, KS 67661     
785-302-1046, cell & text    
   
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
  

 

Looking for a way to be more involved in KMTA on a state level? 
Please note that we have vacancies on the KMTA Board and 
would love to find people wanting to volunteer. Please email 

President Jamie Knight if you are interested in joining the board. 

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
mailto:judithmace@yahoo.com
mailto:lucytan@washburn.edu
mailto:jerrymarydevore@cox.net
mailto:janet.fetterman@swbell.net
mailto:judyblauermusic@gmail.com
mailto:gray0296@gmail.com
mailto:selahpianoservice@gmail.com
mailto:brett.janssen@centralchristian.edu
mailto:carmenching7@ku.edu
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MTNA NATIONALLY CERTIFIED TEACHERS OF MUSIC 
 
 

KMTA Certification Corner 
   
Our national organization, MTNA, has worked diligently to provide teachers with the 
best program possible to achieve national certification.  The 5-project process is clear 
and easy to understand, and every teacher in our organization will find it possible to 
complete.  Becoming certified adds another dimension of professionalism that speaks 
to your credibility and adds to your marketing power in today’s world of teaching. 
  
If you have considered certification for a while, no time is better than TODAY to start 
the application process.  I am happy to assist with any questions you may have. 
 For more detailed information, go to www.mtnacertification.org to get started.  

 
 

Nationally Certified Teachers (NCTM) 
 
Debra Alexander  
J. Bradley Baker 
Kristi Baker  
Mara Balke 
DeeAnn Brown  
Julie Brown 
Sally Buxton  
Sylvia Coats  
Jean Confer  
Susan Cress  
Julie Dean  
Xiaoli Ding 
Slawomir Dobrzanski  
LeRoy DuBois  
Marles Dudley  
Karole Erikson  
Melissa Falkner  
Judith Fear 

Linda Featherston 
Celia Goering  
Elizabeth Grace 
Meg Gray  
Ai Guo 
Steven Gustafson  
Carol Hadduck  
Marlene Hallstrom  
Roxie Hammill 
Tiffiney Harms 
Janet Jamison  
Brett Janssen  
Pui-Ling Joseph 
Kathy Judd  
Linda R Kennedy  
Michael Kirkendoll 
Carol Klingenberg  
Jessica Koebbe 

Sharon Kriss 
Myra Lemons  
Sheila Litke 
Christina T Liu  
Trilla Lyerla  
Rachel Martin 
Daniel Masterson 
Karen McClellan 
Bonnie McLarty  
Carole Nease 
Carole Pracht  
Mark Pretzel  
Michal Rector  
Tatyana Rubchinsky  
Janette Rupert 
Karen Savage 
Jeffrey Savage 
Julia Scherer   

Karen Schlabaugh 
Timothy Shook 
Brenda Simmons 
Annetta Smith 
Betty Todd Smith  
Kathy Smith  
Mary Smith  
Scott McBride Smith 
Wendy Stevens  
Melody Stroth  
Lisa K. Studtmann  
Laura Vollen  
Julie Watson  
Natalie Weber  
Joan Wellman  
Christy Williams  
Pei-In Yang  
Pat Ziegelmeier 

 

  

http://www.mtnacertification.org/
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THE POWER OF ONE 

“The Power of One” was established for creating public awareness of music study benefits 
and in turn invites you to honor one who impacted your music study, (e.g., teacher, co-worker, 
KMTA member, clinician, composer). It challenges and helps you to make the same kind of 
impact on others. 

Honor a special person and make your own impact on music study. Go to ksmta.org and 
enter key words “Power of One.” Click on that name to find and complete the form with the 
history of the person you would like to honor. The person honored will be entered in our Book of 
Remembrance for display at State Conferences. 

Funds received through “The Power of One” program are used in arts advocacy, the active 
promotion of the arts in schools and in the public arena. The goal is to share performances and 
the personal encouragement and growth we have experienced through our music study. 

 

POWER OF ONE HONOREES 

Dr. Gordon Terwilliger Dr. Carole Ross Ruth Lighter 
Frances A. Wallingford John Huber Mary Ann Hanschu 
Nelle O. Taylor Dr. Jack Winerock Sharon Kriss 
Dr. Robert Steinbauer Betty Werner Jan Shumway 
Mary Ann Saulmon Kathy Judd Mary Jo Kurtz 
Marjorie Cogswell Judith Fear Sharon Montgomery 
Marguerite Miller David Tauscher Linda Featherston 
Verda Jones Billips Pfeifer Sylvia Coats Della Cranmer Nancy Blockcolsky 
Ida Dafee Hardy Dee Ann Brown Marles Dudley 
Nell Hoyle Rosamund Nyman Mara Balke 
Betty Watt Jeanette Waters Melody Stroth 
Nelle Taylor Virginia Downing Paul Reed 
Esther Wessel Farmer Lois Moon Jennifer Fink 
Naomi Bauer Mary Hanson Julie Watson 
Sister Susanna Collister Mildred Finfrock Betty Todd Smith 
Jo Stimson Dora Zemp Slawomir Dobrzanski 
Joan Wellman Robyn Gibson J. Bradley Baker  
Elaina Duncan Naegeli Metcalf Annetta Smith 
Judy Plagge Linda Stogner Timothy Shook 
Pat Ziegelmeier Jane Magrath David Tauscher 
Lesta Anderson Margaret Gillespie Vogel  
Bernice Schoneweis Mr. and Mrs R. A. Fischer  

 

 


