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KMTA Mission Statement 

 
Kansas Music Teachers Association is dedicated to helping each student 

experience the joy of music. Through its educational programs and activities, this 

organization will empower its members – teachers with high professional standards 

– to foster in students a lifelong commitment to music as patrons, performers, 

teachers and hobbyists. KMTA will also work in partnership with communities 

across Kansas to ensure that music is an ongoing, vital part of the cultural life. 
 

The KMTA Update is published by the Kansas Music Teachers Association. 
For information about membership contact Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive 
Secretary, 2154 County Road 27 Gem, Kansas 67734 or at patz@st-tel.net. 
 

Or contact the local association near you for their dues information, 
then go to ksmta.org and click on “For Teachers” or go to mtna.org and 
click on join/renew. Click on the category of membership of your choice to 
take you to the application with national and state dues information, and a place to 
enter the local association and dues. 
 

Free KMTA publications available online at ksmta.org: 
Music Progressions Curriculum Guide  
Music Progressions Teachers Resource Handbook 
KMTA Update (Newsletter) 

 
 

For newsletter article submission or sponsorship information, 
contact Update Editor Nancy Blockcolsky at 785-313-2550 (text or  

leave a voicemail) or at selahpianoservice@gmail.com 

 

 
Check out our website! 

www.ksmta.org 

mailto:patz@st-tel.net
http://www.ksmta.org/
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A Letter from our President 

Summer greetings to KMTA friends and colleagues!  

I hope your summer is off to a wonderful start, and that you are able to recharge 
and become revitalized in your teaching!  There have been many opportunities this 
past spring to give inspiration to us in our profession.  

One of the opportunities to grow was through attending the 
MTNA convention last March in Reno, which consisted of 
some wonderful sessions and performances!  I enjoyed 
seeing Kansas represented as I reconnected with Kansas 
teachers in addition to observing students from Kansas 
competing nationally in piano duets and composition, along 
with poster session presentations.  

Our KMTA conference is coming up soon which will be in 
Topeka at Washburn University on September 22-23!  Lucy 
Tan, KMTA’s VP of Conference, has organized a wonderful 
conference with many sessions by our own colleague’s right 
here in Kansas!  I am looking forward to hearing our 
headlining guest David Korevaar in his recital on Friday evening and masterclass 
Saturday.  I am also excited to hear some KMTA collegiate students present 
sessions and posters!  You are now able to register for the conference on the 
ksmta.org website, and you will soon be able to view the conference schedule.  This 
conference has always been an encouragement to me in my teaching.  I look 
forward to speaking with YOU at the conference!  

As we look to begin a new “school year,” I would like to encourage each of you in 
your teaching.  It is a blessing to be involved in music and to have the opportunity 
to teach others of all ages - to share the joy of music.  What YOU do is inspiring 
AND matters!  I would like to hear successes in your teaching at the upcoming state 
KMTA Conference – just sign up through the KSMTA website, and I look forward 
to seeing you in Topeka September 22-23!!!  

Sincerely,  

Brett Janssen, Ph.D., NCTM 
KMTA President 
Music Department 
Chair Division of 
Humanities Chair 
Central Christian College of Kansas 
Office: (620) 241-0723 Ext. 155 
centralchristian.edu | music.centralchristian.edu 
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KMTA EXECUTIVE AND ADVISORY BOARD 
 

President 
Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM 
Central Christian College 

1200 S. Main 
McPherson, KS 67460 
816-916-1600 
brett.janssen@centralchrist 
ian.edu 
 
President-Elect, 
Membership Recruitment 
Dr. James Knight  
4433 N. Oliver 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-641-8464 
knightjh@friends.edu 
 
Immediate Past President 
Dr. J. Bradley Baker, NCTM 
5930 Caldwell St. 

Waco, TX 76710 
440-781-0664 
J.Bradley.Baker@gmail.com 
 
Vice Pres., Conference  
Dr. Lucy Tan 
6036 SW 25th St. 
Topeka, KS 66614 
Lwtan516@gmail.com 
785-670-1517 
 
Vice Pres., Associations 
Dr. Trilla Lyerla, NCTM 
PO Box 214 
Baldwin City, KS 66066 
785-594-4500 
tlyerla@bakeru.edu 

 
Vice Pres., Auditions 
Emily Yeh, NCTM 
Yeh-Myers Music Studio  
816-392-8667 
musicblossom@yahoo.com 
 

Vice Pres., Education  
Dr. Timothy Shook, NCTM 
Southwestern College  
Dept. of Performing Arts  
100 College St. 
Winfield, KS 67156 
620-229-6270 (w) 
316-651-0177 (h) 
Timothy.shook@sckans.edu 
 
Vice Pres., Public 
Relations 
Linda Featherston. NCTM 
11007 W 100th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66214 
913-599-1586 

ksupianomom@gmail.com 
 
District 1 President 
Vacant 
 
District 2 President 
Vacant 
 
District 3 President 
Dr. David Pickering 
1724 Little Kitten Ave 
Manhattan, KS 66503 
785-532-3830 
dpickeri@ksu.edu 
 
District 4 President  
Dr. Irena Ravitskaya  
FSHU Dept of Music  
600 Park St 
Hays, KS 67601 
785-628-5362 
iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu 
 
District 5 President 
Aine  Wendler  
816 Corse Ave. 
Larned, KS 67550 
620-910-7860 
aine@wendlerpiano.com 
 

District 6 President  
Paige Cress, NCTM  
3902 N Lakecrest St  
Wichita, KS 67205 
316-773-4830 
paigepiano@gmail.com 
 
Committee Chairs  
 
IMTF Chair 
Dawn Ivers 
615 N Maple St. McPherson, 
KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.com 
 
KMTA-KMEA Liaison  
Dr. Dan Masterson, NCTM 
335 E. Swensson 
Lindsborg, KS 67456 
785-227-3380 x 8139 
masterson@bethanylb.edu 
 
Student Chapter Chair 
Dr. Meg Gray, NCTM  
151 N Old Manor Rd.  
Wichita, KS 67208 
816-547-7320 
meg.gray@wichita.edu 
 
College Student President 

Ling Wei 
ling.wei@ku.edu 
 
Jr. High, High School 
and Collegiate Artist 
Performance Chair 
David Tauscher, NCTM 
5504 W. 131st 
Overland Park, KS 66209 
913-205-7112 

David@Tauschermusic.com 
 

mailto:knightjh@friends.edu
mailto:J.Bradley.Baker@gmail.co
mailto:Lwtan516@gmail.com
mailto:tlyerla@bakeru.edu
mailto:Timothy.shook@sckans.edu
mailto:ksupianomom@gmail.com
mailto:dpickeri@ksu.edu
mailto:iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu
mailto:aine@wendlerpiano.com
mailto:paigepiano@gmail.com
mailto:dawnivers.piano@gmail.c
mailto:masterson@bethanylb.edu
mailto:meg.gray@wichita.edu
mailto:David@Tauschermusic.com
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College Faculty Chair 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM 
916 E Broadway Street 
Newton, KS 67114 
316-284-5269 
ctliu@bethelks.edu 
 
Music Progressions 
Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM 
5311 E. 27th St. N. 
Wichita, KS 67220 
h. 316-687-3135 
c. 316-304-6089 
mchallstrom@gmail.com 
 
Local Associations Chair 
Leona Dickman 
PO Box 366 
Grinnell, KS 67738 
785-824-3755 
ledi@st-tel.net 
 
Newsletter Editor  
Nancy Blockcolsky 
PO Box 4 

Olsburg, KS 66520 
785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.com 
 

 
 
KMTA Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Pat Ziegelmeier  
2154 County Rd. 27 
Gem, KS 67734 
785-462-7808 (h) 
785-460-5518 (w) 
patz@st-tel.net 
 
Arts Advocacy Chair/ 
Power of One 
Vacant 
 
Composer 
Commissioning, 
Composition Chair 
Dr. Lucy Tan 
6036 SW 25th Street  
Topeka, KS 66614 

lwtan516@gmail.com 
 
Outstanding Teacher 
Awards 
Dr. Reena Berger Natenberg 
Pittsburg State University 
Music Department 
1701 S Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
620-719-6226 
rnatenberg@pittstate.edu 

 
 
Historian 
Vacant 
 
Technology Chair  
Dawn Ivers 
615 N Maple St.  
McPherson, KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.com 
 
MTNA Foundation Fund 
Chair 
Vacant 
 
Collaborative Music Chair 
Gustavo DoCarmo  
113 W Ellsworth Ave  
Salina, KS 67401 
gustavo.docarmo@KWU.edu 
 
Communications Chair 
KC Graham  
1409 Park Place 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-617-7818 
kc@wichitapianostudio.com 
 
 

      In Memory 
 

Lori Supinie, owner of Senseney Music of Wichita, and a long-time friend and member of 
KMTA, passed away on July 12, 2023. Lori served for many years on the KMTA Board as a 
liaison to the music business industry. She was able to offer many insights from the music 
business perspective and gave much assistance to our organization, especially with regard to 
our state conferences. Many teachers in our state utilized the services of Senseney Music; 
there were times when, if you couldn't find a piece of music anywhere else, you could call 
Senseney and they would have it. Senseney has been a KMTA sponsor and has had booths at 
our conferences almost every year I've been on the KMTA Board (since the 1990s).  
 
Lori was a music minister at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church, regularly playing 
piano at Mass, and was the principal bassoonist with the Senseney Music Community Band. 
She also accompanied students participating in regional solo and ensemble festivals. 
 
Lori's contributions to KMTA, to KMEA, to the City of Wichita, and to the music industry were 
numerous. Her impact will be felt for many years to come.  
 
Submitted by Nancy Blockcolsky, Update Editor 

 

mailto:ctliu@bethelks.edu
mailto:mchallstrom@gmail.com
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
mailto:patz@st-tel.net
mailto:rnatenberg@pittstate.edu
mailto:dawnivers.piano@gmail.c
mailto:gustavo.docarmo@KWU.ed
mailto:kc@wichitapianostudio.co


NUMBER 104 

6 

 

 

JULY, 2023  

 

 



NUMBER 104 

7 

 

 

JULY, 2023 

KANSAS MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the spring board meeting 
  Via Zoom on Friday, May 12, 2023 

1. President Brett Janssen called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and welcomed board 

members to the meeting.  Others in attendance included Linda Featherston, Paige Cress, Tim 

Shook, James Knight, David Tauscher, Marlene Hallstrom, Sally Buxton, Emily Yeh, Lucy 

Tan, Christina Liu, Linda Chen, Leona Dickman, Ling Wei, Trilla Lyerla, Reena Berger, 

David Pickering, and Pat Ziegelmeier.    

2. Lucy Tan moved to approve the agenda as printed. Tim Shook seconded the motion, and it 

carried.                                                            

3. Linda Featherston moved to approve minutes from the May 2022 and the September 2022 

Board meetings.  Paige Cress seconded the motion, and it carried.         

4. Reports of officers: 

a. President Janssen attended the MTNA Conference held in person in Reno this spring and  

reported that the MTNA Leadership Summit is scheduled for September 8-10 in 

Cincinnati.  He announced an MTNA connected Local Leadership Seminar to be held via 

zoom on September 29 for all local association presidents.  He also announced plans to 

promote the KMTA Conference and fill board positions this fall. 

b. Immediate Past President, J. Bradley Baker, was absent but sent a report that he has 

served as an advisor to Brett this year. 

c. President-Elect James Knight reported about music activities held in Wichita and his 

continuing efforts on getting new members in KMTA. 

d. Executive secretary Pat Ziegelmeier shared financial reports for the past year and 

reported that KMTA is in good standing at the present time. 

e. Vice-Presidents 

i. Auditions:  David Tauscher reported on auditions last fall and that the auditions 

website is getting redone this summer. David has decided to step out of his position 

but will assist with the transition as Emily Yeh takes over as the VP for Auditions, 

Dawn Ivers as Technology Chair, and Alejandro Avila as Collegiate Artist Performance 

Chair. 

ii. Education:  Tim Shook reported that of our 257 KMTA members, 57 are certified. A 

possible session at the ’23 KMTA Conference would help promote certification with 

our membership. 

iii. Associations: Trilla Lyerla had no report. 

iv. Conference:  Lucy Tan shared tentative plans and a proposed budget for the KMTA 

Conference which will be held at Washburn University on September 22-23 this fall.  

David Korevaar from the Univ. of Boulder will be the guest artist. More information 

will be available on the website this summer. 

v. Public Relations:  Linda Featherston.  No report 
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f. District Presidents 

i. District 1:  Linda Chen will serve as the new chair and Betty Todd Smith is helping 

with the transition. 

ii. District 2: no chair or report. 

iii. District 3: David Pickering reported on the music activities held in Manhattan this 

year. 

iv. District 4:  Irena Ravitskaya, absent. No report. 

v. District 5:  Aine Wendler, absent.  No report 

vi. District 6: Paige Cress reported on their ‘22 fall auditions and tentative plans for this 

year. 

g. Advisory Chairs 

i. Local Associations: Leona Dickman reported on the Local Association Grants that 

were given out in 2022 and asked for clarification of the rules by which grants should 

be given to local associations. Discussion followed. 

ii. College Faculty: Chair Christina Liu had no report but would like input on what 

should be done in this position. 

iii. Student Chapter: Meg Gray absent. No report. 

iv. College Student President: Ling Wei had no report. 

v. Music Progressions: Marlene Hallstrom reported on the Music Progressions events 

held this spring. She brought up concerns on  

clarifications of what expenses are covered by KMTA and what local associations need 

to cover. Discussion followed. 

vi. Collaborative Music: Gustavo Do Carmo, absent. No report. 

vii. Composer Commissioning & Student Composition: Lucy Tan shared that David 

MacDonald was the 2022 KMTA Commissioned Composer and that for 2023 it will be 

Dr. Matthew Honas. His work will be performed at the ’23 KMTA Conference at 

Washburn University. 

viii. KMTA-KMEA Liaison: Dan Masterson, absent. No report. 

ix. Antitrust Compliance Officer: Sally Buxton has updated the compliance reminders 

from MTNA and will send a copy to all the local association presidents as well as to 

Lucy Tan, VP for Conference. 

x. Historian: No chair or report. 

xi. MTNA Foundation: Nancy Blockcolsky, absent, is moving to the Update Editor 

position, so a new MTNA Foundation chair is needed. 

xii. Update Editor: Sally Buxton will work with Nancy Blockcolsky on her transition into 

this position. 

xiii. Communications: K.C. Graham was not present. No report. 

xiv. Technology: Dawn Ivers, absent, but as the new chair should be contacted for 

technology issues now. 

xv. Arts Advocacy/Power of One: No chair or report. 

xvi. Outstanding Teacher Award: Reena Berger reminded the Board that nominations 

should be submitted by August 14 for the Outstanding Teacher or Outstanding Service 

Awards. 
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5. Old Business – none 

6. New business   

a. In new business, Lucy Tan moved that the budget for conference be approved as it was 

presented.  James Knight seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  Tenuto will 

be used for conference registration, and the fee will be kept at $85 for pre-registration 

with higher rates after September 8.     

b. Adjudicator compensation for Fall Auditions and Music Progressions was discussed, and 

it was proposed that we raise adjudicator rates to $35 per hour. This would, in turn, 

require raising entry fees to $30.  After much  

discussion, Trilla Lyerla proposed that we table this item until we have our in-person 

board meeting at the fall conference.  The Board consensus was that members should 

compile their concerns for discussion at that time. 

c. Piano Rubric for KSHAA piano festival was mentioned with the plan of having a  

subcommittee work on this. 

d. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) was brought up at the MTNA Conference in Reno 

this year, and Tim Shook proposed working on a plan to help design a DEI position on the 

KMTA Board. There will be a presentation at our fall meeting on formalizing a direction 

on this and what will be  

included.  In the meantime, members can go to the MTNA website and click on LEARN to 

find various topics on DEI and affiliate resources. 

e. On the topic of criteria for receiving Local Association Grants, the consensus was to leave 

the grant application as it is now.  It’s best if local organizations are fully affiliated with 

KMTA/MTNA but local activities can be open to non-members at a higher fee. Final grant 

reports should be submitted no later than 30 days after the local event. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Submitted by Pat Ziegelmeier, 
KMTA Executive Secretary 
 
 

 

2023 KMTA MUSIC PROGRESSIONS WRAP-UP 
 

KMTA Music Progressions was hosted in seven locations between April 14 and 29, 
2023.  A total of 280 piano students and 51 teachers participated in Derby, Kansas 
City, Lawrence, Manhattan, McPherson, Newton, and Wichita.  Congratulations to 
the teachers and their students who prepared for these valuable events!  It’s 
wonderful that KMTA has developed such a comprehensive tool for learning and 
evaluating student progress! 
  
Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM 
KMTA Music Progressions Chair 
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MTNA NATIONALLY CERTIFIED TEACHERS OF 
MUSIC 

 
KMTA Certification Corner 

 
Congratulations to the members of KMTA. KMTA currently ranks ninth in 

the MTNA nation for percentage of nationally certified members. Our 

national organization, MTNA, has worked diligently to provide teachers with 

the best program possible to achieve national certification. The 5-project 

process is clear and easy to understand, and every teacher in our organization 

will find it possible to complete. Becoming certified adds another dimension 

of professionalism that speaks to your credibility and adds to your marketing 

power in today’s world of teaching. 

 
If you have considered certification for a while, no time is better than TODAY 

to start the application process. I am happy to assist with any questions you 

may have. 

 
For more detailed information, go to 

www.mtnacertification.org to get started. 

 
Nationally Certified Teachers (NCTM) 

 
 
 

Debra Alexander 
J. Bradley Baker 
Kristi Baker  
Mara Balke DeeAnn 
Brown Julie Brown  
Sally Buxton  
Sylvia Coats  
Jean Confer  
Susan Cress  
Julie Dean  
Xiaoli Ding 
Slawomir Dobrzanski  
LeRoy DuBois  
Marles Dudley  
Karole Erikson  
Melissa Falkner  
Judith Fear 
Linda Featherston 
 

Celia Goering 
Elizabeth Grace  
Meg Gray 
Ai Guo 
Steven Gustafson  
Carol Hadduck 
Marlene Hallstrom 
Roxie Hammill  
Tiffiney Harms  
Janet Jamison  
Brett Janssen 
Pui-Ling Joseph  
Kathy Judd  
Linda R Kennedy 
Michael Kirkendoll 
Carol Klingenberg 
Jessica Koebbe 
Sharon Kriss

Myra Lemons  
Sheila Litke 
Christina T Liu  
Trilla Lyerla  
Rachel Martin  
Daniel Masterson 
Karen McClellan 
Bonnie McLarty 
Carole Nease  
Carole Pracht  
Mark Pretzel  
Michal Rector 
Tatyana Rubchinsky  
Janette Rupert  
Karen Savage  
Jeffrey Savage 
Julia Scherer 
Karen Schlabaugh 

Timothy Shook 
Brenda Simmons 
Annetta Smith  
Betty Todd Smith 
Kathy Smith  
Mary Smith 
Scott McBride Smith  
Wendy Stevens 
Melody Stroth  
Lisa K. Studtmann 
Laura Vollen 
Julie Watson  
Natalie Weber  
Joan Wellman 
Christy Williams  
Pei-In Yang 
Pat Ziegelmeier 

http://www.mtnacertification.org/


NUMBER 104 

11 

 

 

JULY, 2023  

 

 



NUMBER 104 

12 

 

 

JULY, 2023  
 

About KMTA Capitol Federal® Honors Auditions 

Competitions are available for pre-college piano, collegiate piano and chamber music and pre-
college strings. For more details about eligibility and requirements, see the Honors Auditions 

Handbook under the Auditions tab at www.ksmta.org. 

The Honors Auditions were created to allow any student of any age level and experience to 
participate. Even though the event is a competition, the Honors Auditions are specifically 

designed to be a positive learning experience for all students who enter them. 

Fall 2023 District and State Auditions 

KMTA State Auditions and the Kansas MTNA Competitions will be in person 
at the University of Kansas in Lawrence on Oct. 28-29, 2023. 

For more information, please see the KMTA website  

or contact Emily Yeh: musicblossom@yahoo.com 

Registration Deadline, all districts: 
August 25, 2023 

Districts One and Two: 

Audition Date: October 7, 2023 

MidAmerica Nazarene University, Olathe 

District Three: 

Audition Date: October 7, 2023 

Kansas State University, Manhattan 

District Four: 

Audition Date: October 7, 2023 

Fort Hays State University, Hays 

District Five: 

Audition Date: September 16, 2023 

Steinway Piano Gallery, Lenexa 

District Six: 

Audition Date: October 7, 2023 

Tabor College, Hillsboro 

 

KMTA State Honors Auditions: 

KMTA Enrollment Deadline: Monday, October 9, 2023 at 12:00 pm. 

MTNA Enrollment Deadline: Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023 at 3:00 pm Eastern Time 

 

All registrations must be completed online: 

ksmta.org/auditions-pages-registration-and-district-schedules 

http://www.ksmta.org/
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Outstanding Teacher Award & Outstanding Service Award 
 
Submitted by Reena Berger Natenberg 
 
KMTA presents two awards each year to members who are making contributions to 
our state organization and to the music profession overall. The awards will be 
presented at the KMTA State Conference to take place September 22-23. 

 
Forms and instructions are available at the KMTA website, ksmta.org. 
The deadline has passed to submit nomination forms for this year, but these are 
annual awards, so if you’d like to nominate someone for an award, please feel free 
to think ahead to next year. 

 
Outstanding Teacher Award: Anyone may nominate a teacher for this award: 
another teacher, a parent, a local teaching association, etc. One award may be given 
per year to an active KMTA member. This is considered to be a “local” award; a 
nominee who is active on the local level may receive this award, whether or not 
he/she has ever served on the state board. It focuses especially on the teaching 
aspect of a member’s activities. The award may be received more than once by a 
teacher. 
 

Outstanding Service Award: Only a KMTA board member or local association 
may nominate a teacher for this award. One award may be given per year to an active 
KMTA member. This is to be considered a “state” or “national” award; the winner 
of this award will be someone who has made significant contributions to the state 
organization or to MTNA or to the profession at large. The award focuses especially 
on the service aspect of a teacher’s role. A teacher may receive the award more than 
once. 
 
Editor’s Note: Prior to 2001, there was just one award, the Outstanding Teacher 
Service Award. Before 2004, the KMTA Board voted to separate the award into an 
Outstanding Teacher Award and an Outstanding Service Award. The tables on the 
following page will reflect the different types of awards given.  
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Outstanding Teacher Service Award Recipients 
 

1985 Marguerite Miller 1994 Pat Ziegelmeier 

1987 Paul Reed 1995 Dee Ann Brown 

1988 Betty Werner 1996 Virginia Downing 

1989 Mary Jo Kurtz 1997 Lois Moon 

1991 Joan Wellman 1998 Judy Plagge 

1992 Barbara Ellis 1999 Sharon Kriss 

1993 Mary Ann Hanschu 2000 John Huber 

 

Outstanding Teacher and Service Award Recipients 
 

2004 Teacher – John Huber 2010 Teacher – Melody Stroth 

 Service – Betty Werner 2011 Teacher – Jennifer Fink 

2005 Teacher – Judith Fear  Service – Julie Watson 

 Service – Kathy Judd 2012 Teacher – Lisa McClure 

2006 Teacher – David Tauscher 2014 Teacher – Elizabeth Grace Mueller 

 Service – David Tauscher 2015 Teacher – Joyce Unger 

2007 Teacher – Sylvia Coats  Service – Timothy Shook 

 Service – Linda Featherston 2021 Teacher – Slawomir Dobrzanski 

2008 Teacher – Marles Dudley  Service – J. Bradley Baker 

 Service – Nancy Blockcolsky 2022 Teacher – Annetta Smith 

2009 Teacher – Mara Balkey   
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LOCAL ASSOCIATION NEWS 

KMTA ASSOCIATION GRANTS 

It's time again to apply for the Local 
Association grants, for your projects 
for the 2022-2023 school year. The 
KMTA Association Grant Application 
form is available on the KMTA website 
and is due to me by August 31st. 
Eligibility for a grant is based on 
100% MTNA-KMTA affiliation of all 
members of your association. A 
question came up about this, and 
President Baker said that non-KMTA 
teachers can take part in our grant-
funded festivals or projects. 

 
I request that you text me either 

way—whether you are dropping it in 
the snail mail, or sending it by email. 
Things happen in cyber space and in 
the multiple post offices, so I need to 
be aware that you've sent it so I can 
follow up. My cell is 785-672-1201. 

 

The amount that each Local Association will receive will be decided by a 
committee before the Fall Conference. Please note that there is a Grant 
Report Form (also on the website) that is due to me within 30 days of the 
completion of the project. Same texting rules as above, please. 

 

If you have questions, call or text Leona Dickman, Local Associations 
Chair at 785-672-1201. My email for grant applications and grant 
reports is ledi@st-tel.net. Good luck to all associations in coming up 
with some great projects! 

 
Leona Dickman, Local Associations Chair 

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net.
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KMTA Local Association Grant Application 

Local Associations and Student Chapter applications must be received by postal mail or emailed 

by August 31st in order to be eligible. Grants will be awarded following the fall executive board 

meeting. 

Name of Local Association/Student Chapter:  

President: Email:  

Address: Phone:  

Please complete the following questions. Use the back of this sheet when needed. 

Name of project:   

Purpose of project:  

Description of project:  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Project:   

Prospective number of students participating:   Teachers:  

Number of KMTA/MTNA members:   

Budget: Please attach a separate line item budget, to include anticipated receipts 

from all sources and detailed budgeted expenses. 

KMTA Local Association Grant request: $  

Submitted by:   

Address:  

Email:  

Phone:  Date Submitted:  

 

Please send this application to: Leona Dickman, PO Box 366, Grinnell, KS 67738 

or email to: ledi@st-tel.net 

 

NOTE: You MUST TEXT me at 785-672-1201, or call first—whether you email, or 

send via the Post Office. There have been issues with either form of submission, so I need to 

know so that I can look for it and contact you if I don't receive it. You cannot presume that 

email will go through, and we found out the same with snail mail. Don't lose out on your hard 

work of putting together an application. Give me a quick call or text, please! I will respond 

when I receive your application.

mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
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LOCAL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS 
 

 

DISTRICT 1 

 

Northeast Kansas MTA 

Dr. Lucy Tan 

6036 SW 25th Street 

Topeka, KS 66614 

785-670-1517 

Lwtan516@gmail.com 

 

Kansas City MTA 

Janet Fetterman 
janet.fetterman@icloud.com 

 

DISTRICT 3 

 

Manhattan Area MTA 

Nancy Blockcolsky 

PO Box 4 

Olsburg, KS 66520 

785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.com 

 

DISTRICT 4 

 

North Central Kansas 

MTL 

Mary Smith 

635 Jansonius Dr. 

Phillipsburg, KS 67661 

785-302-1046 

pburgpiano@gmail.com 

 

 

DISTRICT 4 

 

Northwest Kansas PTA 

Leona Dickman 

PO Box 366 

Grinnell, KS 67738 

785-672-1201 

ledi@st-tel.net 

 

DISTRICT 5 

 

Central Kansas PTA 

Unknown at the time of 

publication 

 

DISTRICT 6 

 

Hutchinson Area PTA 

Unknown at the time of 

publication 

 

McPherson Area PTL 

Dawn Ivers 

615 N. Maple St. 

McPherson, KS 67460 

620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.com 

 
DISTRICT 6 

 

Newton MTA 

Judith Mace 

3004 Wildwood Ct. 

N. Newton, KS 67117 

316-727-6523 

 

South Central Kansas 

MTA 

Mary Devore 

1625 E. Brendonwood Rd. 

Derby, KS 67037-3518 

 

Walnut Valley MTA 

Unknown at the time of 

publication 

 

Wichita Metropolitan 

MTA 

Dr. Meg Gray 

Assistant Professor, Piano 

Pedagogy 

1845 Fairmount St. 

Wichita State University 

Wichita, KS 67260-0053 

816-547-7320 

meg.gray@wichita.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Lwtan516@gmail.com
mailto:selahpianoservice@gmail.com
mailto:pburgpiano@gmail.com
mailto:ledi@st-tel.net
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The Power of One 

“The Power of One” was established for creating public awareness of music study 

benefits and in turn invites you to honor one who impacted your music study, (e.g., 

teacher, co-worker, KMTA member, clinician, composer). It challenges and helps you to 

make the same kind of impact on others. 

Honor a special person and make your own impact on music study. Go to ksmta.org 

and enter key words “Power of One.” Click on that name to find and complete the form 
with the history of the person you would like to honor. The person honored will be 

entered in our Book of Remembrance for display at State Conferences. 

Funds received through “The Power of One” program are used in arts advocacy, the 

active promotion of the arts in schools and in the public arena. The goal is to share 

performances and the personal encouragement and growth we have experienced through 

our music study. 
 

The Power of One Honorees 
 

Dr. Gordon Terwilliger Bernice Schoneweis Margaret Gillespie Vogel 
Frances A. Wallingford Dr. Carole Ross Mr. and Mrs R. A. Fischer 

Nelle O. Taylor John Huber Ruth Lighter 

Dr. Robert Steinbauer Dr. Jack Winerock Mary Ann Hanschu 

Mary Ann Saulmon Betty Werner Sharon Kriss 

Marjorie Cogswell Kathy Judd Jan Shumway 

Marguerite Miller Judith Fear Mary Jo Kurtz 

Verda Jones Billips Pfeifer David Tauscher Sharon Montgomery 

Ida Dafee Hardy Sylvia Coats Della Cranmer Linda Featherston 

Nell Hoyle Dee Ann Brown Nancy Blockcolsky 

Betty Watt Rosamund Nyman Marles Dudley 

Nelle Taylor Jeanette Waters Mara Balke 

Esther Wessel Farmer Virginia Downing Melody Stroth 

Naomi Bauer Lois Moon Paul Reed 

Sister Susanna Collister Mary Hanson Jennifer Fink 

Jo Stimson Mildred Finfrock Julie Watson 

Joan Wellman Dora Zemp Betty Todd Smith 

Elaina Duncan Robyn Gibson Slawomir Dobrzanski 

Judy Plagge Naegeli Metcalf J. Bradley Baker  

Pat Ziegelmeier Linda Stogner Annetta Smith 
Lesta Anderson Jana Magrath  
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MTNA Composition Competition 

Celebrate the composers in your private studio or classroom! 

 
Composing allows creative students to take ownership of their music making. 

They can create something to truly call their own; something that requires patience, 

skill and love. They can get up close and personal with music and find out what 

makes it work, what works, and what defines beauty. 

 
Composing is a great opportunity to engage and empower students! MTNA offers 

an opportunity to submit compositions in a competition for composers in your 

private studio or classroom. There are competitions for ages 5 – 26; elementary, 

junior, senior and young artist levels. They receive encouraging and rewarding 

comments from highly qualified judges who value the creative new and original 

compositions. Cash prizes are awarded for national winners. 

 
Submissions are due September 13, 2023 at 3 pm Eastern Time. To learn more 

about the MTNA competition, go to this website: 

https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/engage/competitions/Composition_Guidelines.aspx 

 

The deadline is fast approaching, so if you have any composers in your studio, 

you can encourage them to write down their compositions and submit them. If this 

year’s deadline is too soon, now is the time to encourage the composers you know 

to begin working on their music so they can submit it next year. Witness what 

they discover! 

 

For questions contact: 
 

Composer Commissioning, Composition Chair 

Dr. Lucy Tan 

6036 SW 25th Street 

Topeka, KS 66614 
lwtan516@gmail.com 

 

https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/engage/competitions/Composition_Guidelines.aspx
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KMTA STATE CONFERENCE  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

White Concert Hall and Garvey Fine Arts Complex 

SEPTEMBER 22-23, 2023 
 
 

Conference and Master Class Artist, 
Clinician David Korevaar 

 
Hailed for his “wonderfully warm, pliant, 

spontaneous playing” by the Washington Post, award 
winning pianist David Korevaar is in demand as a 
soloist, chamber musician and collaborator. Korevaar 
has performed and given master classes throughout 
the United States, Europe, Asia, and Central and 
South America.  

Korevaar has performed with the Rochester 
Philharmonic, Colorado Symphony, Louisville 
Orchestra, Japan’s Shonan Chamber Orchestra, 
Brazil’s Goiania Symphony, among others. His 
performance of John Cage’s Concerto for Prepared 
Piano and Chamber Orchestra under the direction of 
Paul Zukofsky was praised by the New York Times "as 
admirably   projected    in    the    devoted   and   lovely  

 
 

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY 
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performance of David Korevaar." David was honored to work with Cage to prepare 
the concerto. 

Korevaar is a founding member of the Boulder Piano Quartet and is currently in 
residence at The Academy in Boulder.  He was a founding member of the 
Prometheus Piano Quartet and was a long-time member of the Clavier Trio. 
Korevaar has appeared in some of the country’s most distinguished chamber music 
series at Carnegie Hall, the Library of Congress, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Phillips Collection, the Ordway Theater, Kennedy Center, and Davies Symphony 
Hall. 

Korevaar has an extensive discography of neary 40 titles. One recent addition is 
a highly acclaimed disc of world premiere recordings of piano music by the largely 
forgotten Italian impressionist composer Luigi Perrachio. “Perrachio’s works 
require a pianist with virtuosic technique and an artist’s sensitivity for producing a 
wide spectrum of tone color. David Korevaar is the right pianist for these pieces” 
wrote American Record Guide. Korevaar is well-known for his Bach recordings, 
including the Six Partitas, Goldberg Variations, and the two books of the Well-
Tempered Clavier - recognized as a Critic’s Choice by American Record Guide. His 
long association with the American composer Lowell Liebermann has resulted in 
five recordings to date, including three collections of solo piano music, an album 
with flutist Alexa Still, and a chamber music compilation with clarinetist Jon 
Manasse, members of the Boulder Piano Quartet, and baritone Patrick Mason. 

Balancing an active performing schedule along with teaching at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder, Korevaar is a Distinguished Professor, only the second to bear 
that title in the College of Music. He holds the Peter and Helen Weil fellowship in 
piano and was also honored by the University in 2016 as a Distinguished Research 
Lecturer, a first in the College of Music. 

In addition to being a gifted pianist, Korevaar, who studied composition with 
David Diamond, has composed works for solo piano, chamber ensemble, and a 
piano concerto for full or chamber orchestra. His transcriptions of Franz Liszt’s 
Symphonic Poems Festklänge and Orpheus can be heard on Helicon Classical’s 
release of Liszt’s Orchestral Transcriptions for Solo Piano with Korevaar at the 
piano. 

Korevaar’s honors include the Richard French award from the Juilliard School, 
honoring his doctoral document on Ravel’s Miroirs, top prizes from the University 
of Maryland William Kapell International Piano Competition and the Peabody-
Mason Foundation, as well as the prize for best performance of French music at the 
Robert Casadesus International Competition. He was also a winner of Young 
Concert Artists as a member of the group Hexagon. 

 
For more information visit www.davidkorevaar.com 

 

 

http://www.davidkorevaar.com/
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KMTA Conference Schedule 

Friday, September 22 
 
8:30-10:30 am KMTA Board Meeting (Choral Room) 

10:30 am Registration Opens (WCH Lobby) 

11:00 am Exhibit Hall Opens (WCH Lobby) 

11:30 am Opening Session: David Korevaar – Canon Plus! Expanding the Repertoire 
We Perform and Teach (WCH) 

12:30 pm A) Kristi Baker-Lampe – Rare Gems: Exploring Great Music That Rarely 
Gets Played (WCH) 

 B) Sally Buxton – The Art of Music: Exploring the Language of the Arts: 
Elements of Design (Choral Room) 

1:30 pm A) Curtis Pavey – Beyond Bach: Reimagining the Baroque (WCH) 

B) Meg Gray – Rote Learning: A Tasty Supplement to Traditional 
Notation (Choral Room) 

C) Timothy Shook – Why Certify? Why Not?...We have nothing to lose 
and EVERYTHING to gain! (GC220) 

2:30 pm A) David Pickering – The Organ: Friend or Foe? (WCH) 

B) Qianwen Cen and Song Lyu – Musical Convergence and Divergence in 
Classical Music Traditions of China and Japan (Choral Room) 

C) Natalie Weber – Technology Treasure Trove (GC 220) 

3:30 pm A) Gloria Tham-Haines – Trauma-Informed Pedagogy: Connection and 
Regulation (WCH) 

B) Curtis Pavey and Kelena Hyesoo Kim – What We Say Matters: A 
Discussion of Communication Practices of Music Instructors (Choral 
Room) 

C) Alexander Pack – ‘Fitting In – Collaborative Piano in a Large Ensemble 
Setting (GC220) 

4:30 pm A) Christina Liu – Level Up! Gamification in Music Lessons (WCH) 

B) Wichita State University MTNA Collegiate Chapter – Using 
Contemporary Music to Teach Intermediate Piano Technique (Choral 
Room) 

5:30 pm Exhibit Hall/Poster Sessions (WCH Lobby) 

6:00 PM Banquet (Memorial Union, Kansas Room) 

7:30 pm Guest Artist Recital – David Korevaar (WCH) 

9:00 pm Reception (WCH Lobby) 
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KMTA Conference Schedule 

Saturday, September 23 
 
8:00 am Registration Opens (WCH Lobby) 

A) Exhibit Hall/Poster Sessions (WCH Lobby) 

B) Brock Chart – Showcase Exhibit with complimentary breakfast and 
coffee (Choral Room) 

8:30 am A) Chris Madden – Teaching with Excerpts: Benefits, Strategies, and 
Results (WCH) 

 B) Yi-Yang Chen – Playing a Different Tune: The Evolution of Piano 
Training Through Meaningful Projects (Choral Room) 

9:30 am A) Po Sim Head – Explore Piano Teaching Pieces from Asia (WCH) 

B) Helena Hyesoo Kim – Extended Piano Techniques in Intermediate 
Repertoire: Enhancing Musical Engagement in Piano Lessons (Choral 
Room) 

C) Jessica Koebbe – Addressing Music Performance Anxiety in 
Collaborative Partnerships (GC220) 

10:30 am Masterclass – David Korevaar (WCH) 

12:30 pm Luncheon (Memorial Union, Kansas Room) 

1:30 pm Exhibit Hall/Poster Sessions (WCH Lobby) 

2:00 pm A) KMTA/MTNA Commissioned Composer Session: Matthew Honas 
(WCH) 

B) Agnieszka Lasko – Using Contemporary Compositional Techniques in 
Teaching Improvisation to Children (Choral Room) 

3:00 pm A) Encida Larti and Tatyana Roytshteny – Hot or Cool: Strategies for 
promoting self-regulation in music learning (WCH) 

B) Dawn Ivers – Business Strategies for Independent Music Teachers 
(Choral Room) 

4:00 pm A) Gordon McNelly – Piano Care and Maintenance 101: The Essentials of 
Caring for your Instrument (WCH) 

B) University of Kansas MTNA Collegiate Chapter – Fast and Furious: 
Unlock the Music Reading Code (Choral Room) 

5:00 pm Conference Concludes 
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KMTA Conference Registration Information 
 

Friday and Saturday (includes Friday 

evening banquet, concert, and Saturday 

luncheon) 

KMTA Members: $85 
Non-KMTA Members: $105 

Late KMTA Members: $100 
Late Non-KMTA Members $120 

Friday only (includes banquet and 
concert) 

KMTA Members: $45 

Non-KMTA Members: $55 

Late KMTA Members: $55 

Late Non-KMTA Members: $65 

Saturday only (includes luncheon) KMTA Members: $45 

Non-KMTA Members: $55 

Late KMTA Members: $55 

Late Non-KMTA Members: $65 

Student KMTA Member $20 

Additional Concert ticket with paid 

registration 

$10 

Additional Friday banquet with paid 

registration 

$25 
Late $30 

Additional Saturday luncheon with paid 

registration 

$15 
Late $18 

 
Register for the conference at https://ksmta.org/conference/registration 

Conference registration deadline is September 8, 2023 

 
Conference Hotel 

SpringHill Suites by Marriott 
2745 SW Fairlawn 
Topeka, KS 66614 

Conference rate: $109.00 per night 

Reservations available for Sep. 21, 22, and 23 

Link for booking hotel: https://tinyurl.com/kmta2023hotel 

Booking deadline to receive KMTA group rate: August 22 

 

https://ksmta.org/conference/registration
https://tinyurl.com/kmta2023hotel
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Conference Presenters & Session Descriptions 
 

Kristi Baker-Lampe—Rare Gems: Exploring Great Music That Rarely Gets Played 

Kristi Baker-Lampe holds BME and M.Mus. degrees from Kansas State 
University and a DMA in Piano Performance from the University of Kansas. 
She currently operates KBL Piano, LLC in Topeka, Kansas. She previously 
served as Adjunct Professor of Applied Piano at Ottawa University and as a 
secondary-school choral director. She is a Past President of KMTA and 
holds permanent professional status as a Nationally Certified Teacher of 
Music.  Her travels as a concert artist, lecturer, adjudicator, and clinician 
include multiple appearances at the Piano Texas International Festival and 
at the World Piano Conference in Novi Sad, Serbia. 

In this session, we will explore lesser-known works at the late elementary 
through advanced levels. Musical examples a handout siting resources will be provided. 

 
 

Sally Buxton—The Art of Music: Exploring the Language of the Arts: Elements of Design 

Sally Buxton is an NCTM with MTNA. She has operated an independent 
piano studio for over 40 years.  She holds a B.M. in Piano Performance 
from Friends University.  She is a past officer and president of the 
Wichita MMTA, KMTA, and a past board-member of the 
WichitaAPTL. She has co-chaired many Wichita MMTA festivals, and 
edited and recorded KMTA’s "Music Progressions."  She is organist for 
St. Michael's Western Rite Orthodox Church. She conducts 
private lessons, theory classes, and music day-camps in her home 
studio.  Students perform care-home recitals, KMTA auditions, KSHAA 
festivals, WMMTA festivals, and KMTA's Music Progressions.   

Plans for any level to guide students’ imaginations to think more 
deeply, listen more attentively and experiment more creatively.  
 

 
Dr Curtis Pavey—Beyond Bach: Reimagining the Baroque 

Dr. Curtis Pavey, praised by Peter Jacobi of the Herald Times as 
“an artist of considerable finish and even more promise,” is a 
harpsichordist, pianist, and educator. Originally from Highlands 
Ranch, Colorado, Pavey serves as Assistant Professor of Piano 
Pedagogy and Performance at the University of Missouri and 
previously taught at the Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music and Oberlin Conservatory. He plans to publish An 
Introduction to Early Music and the Harpsichord, a textbook 

designed to introduce undergraduate pianists to the harpsichord. Pavey has studied with pianists 
James Tocco and Edward Auer as well as harpsichordists Elisabeth Wright and Michael Unger. 

In this session, participants will go “Beyond Bach,” learning about repertoire, historical context, 
and creative activities to inspire a new fascination with the Baroque period. 
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Meg Gray—Rote Learning: A Tasty Supplement to Traditional Notation 
Meg Gray is Associate Professor of Piano Pedagogy at Wichita State 
University Previously, she taught at the University of Missouri-Kansas City 
and Lincoln University of Missouri. She has presented at Music Teachers 
National Conference, the National Association of Schools of Music 
Conference, and the National Group Piano and Piano Pedagogy Forum. 
Summer 2023, she will perform as a duo pianist at the Mu Phi Epsilon 
International Conference. She has been an MTNA member since 1985, 
participating in local chapters in Washington, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Missouri, and Kansas. Gray holds graduate degrees in Piano Pedagogy from 
the University of Oklahoma. 

Musicians can use rote learning in many ways and may not realize they are doing so. Methods 
for rote teaching pianists at all levels, available materials, and application of rote techniques 
will be presented. 

 
Timothy Shook—Why Certify? Why Not?.... We have nothing to lose and 

EVERYTHING to gain! 

Timothy Shook is Professor Emeritus of Music at Southwestern College 
where he has taught since 1988.  He operates the Creative Keyboard Studio 
in Wichita, Kansas. Shook has presented workshops for piano teachers 
throughout the Mid-West United States, Norway, New York, Malaysia and 
Singapore.  He has written several articles for American Music Teacher and 
other music journals. Shook served on the MTNA Board of Directors and has 
been the chair of several MTNA committees. 

 
The MTNA designation National Certified Teacher of Music (NCTM) honors teaching 
excellence. Learn why and how independent music teachers, young professionals, and 
collegiate teachers become certified.  

 
 

David Pickering—The Organ: Friend or Foe? 
Active recitalist, recording artist, scholar and author David Pickering is 
Professor of Music and Chair of the Keyboard Division at Kansas State 
University. His career as a performer has carried him across the United 
States as well as to Austria, Canada, England, Finland and 
Germany.  Pickering’s multifaceted research has focused on the composers, 
pedagogues, music, and organs of the American organ scene in addition to 
creating hymn trios for the new organist. Pickering completed his degrees 
from the University of Kansas and Brigham Young University in organ 
performance and musicology; he has also pursued technical studies with 
pianist Sheila Paige. 
 
Many churches, particularly those in medium-sized and smaller communities, are facing an 
organist shortage.   This session will address these questions and concerns and discuss the 
additional opportunities for musical growth and employment that organ study provides. 
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Qianwen Cen and Song Lyu—Musical Convergence and Divergence in Classical 
Music Traditions of China and Japan 
 
Qianwen Cen 

Qianwen Cen is a D.M.A. student at the University of Kansas. She is a 
distinguished member of Pi Kappa Lambda Honor Society and serves as 
the music and communication director at KU Chamber and Vocal Music 
Organization. Recently, she participated as a presenter at the 71st Midwest 
Conference of Asian Affair in 2022. Her opera roles include Miss 
Silberklang in Mozart’s Der Schauspieldirektor, Pamina in The Magic 
Flute, Sister Genovieffa in Puccini’s Suor Angelica, Drusilla in 
Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea and solo soprano in Handel’s 
Messiah. She also has been recognized as the Best Performer of the 43rd 
Acupuncture Legalization Day in California. 
 

Song Lyu 
Song Lyu is a DMA student in voice major at KU. She is the president of 
KU Chamber and Vocal Music Organization. Her performing experience 
includes Lauretta in Gianni Schicchi, The Second Knitter in Game of 
Chance, solo soprano in the world Premiere of Psalm Symphony, H.175 by 
Leo Sowerby, Fortuna in L’incoronazione di Poppea, and Miss Jessel in 
The Turn of the Screw. As a director, she produced two chamber voice 
concerts at KU from 2022, organizing the voice section for KC Lunar New 
Year Gala in 2023, and directing the chorus for KC Chinese Language 
School. 
 
This session explores the classical music traditions of China and Japan in-depth, by examining 
their musical styles, instruments, and performance practices. Through comparative analysis, 
it explores the distinctive features of each tradition and sheds light on cultural and historical 
influences that have shaped their development. 
 
 
Natalie Weber—Technology Treasure Trove 
 

Natalie Weber, NCTM, has operated a private music studio in 
Derby, Kansas since 1998. She teaches a wide range of ages in 
private and group lessons and loves dreaming up creative ways 
to motivate and inspire her students. She loves exploring the 
latest in technology and looking for ways to incorporate it in her 
studio. Natalie is a former KMTA Technology Chair and a past 
president of the Wichita Metropolitan MTA. She currently 
serves as Treasurer for the South Central Kansas MTA. Natalie 
founded and runs MusicMattersBlog.com, and is devoted to 

inspiring creativity in music education. 
 
Jam-packed with the latest in business tools, student resources, AI, and more, this session will 
explore ways to implement technology in your studio. You’ll leave inspired to operate your 
business more professionally, efficiently, and creatively. 
  

http://musicmattersblog.com/
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Gloria Tham-Haines – Trauma-Informed Pedagogy: Connection and Regulation 
Dr. Gloria Tham-Haines, DMA (NCTM), has taught privately for 
20 years and loves working with students of all ages and abilities. 
She is an alumna of Southwestern College, KS; Wichita State 
University, and the University of Alabama. She is a Trust-Based 
Relational Intervention® Practitioner and is an avid presenter on 
trauma- informed strategies for the piano studio. She is also a 
part of the ergonomically-sized smaller piano keyboard 
international initiative and owns a DS 5.5 keyboard. She 
maintains a private studio in Edmond, OK. Currently, she serves 
as the Certification Commissioner for the South Central Division. 
 
This trauma-informed pedagogy session will explore the concepts of neuroception and regu-
lation, and how these affect both the teacher and student. The session will give teachers a 
practical toolkit of connection and regulation strategies.  
 
Curtis Pavey and Helena Hyesoo Kim—What We Say Matters: A Discussion of 
Communication Practices of Music Instructors 
 
Helena Hyesoo Kim 

 
Dr. Helena Hyesoo Kim has performed in Europe, South Korea, and the 
United States. She holds degrees from the University of British 
Columbia (BSc. & BMus), McGill University (MMus), Montreal 
University (AD), and the College-Conservatory of Music (DMA). She 
previously worked as Coordinator of Accompanying at the University of 
Akron. 
 
This presentation informs teachers of ongoing research into 
communication practices that can improve the ways feedback is 
offered. Mindset types, microaggressions, unconscious biases, and 
more will be discussed in this interactive presentation. 
 
 

Alexander Pack—Fitting In – Collaborative Piano in a Large Ensemble Setting 
 
Alex Pack is a passionate piano instructor who has taught students of all 
levels and backgrounds, while striving to instill a love of music in all. 
With a piano and percussion background he believes that music is an 
essential part of life and works to create a supportive and inclusive 
environment for his students and colleagues. Recently graduated from 
Wichita State University with a Master of Music with a concentration in 
Piano Pedagogy, Alex is an active performer regularly playing with large 
ensembles and collaborating with other musicians. 
 
An exploration of piano within large ensembles, this presentation aims 
to demonstrate the challenges and learning experiences gained from collaborative piano 
playing in a less-encountered but still very beneficial setting. 
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Christina Liu—Level Up! Gamification in Music Lessons 
 
Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM has given numerous performances 
as a soloist, collaborative pianist, and chamber musician in 
the United States and internationally. As a soloist and 
chamber musician, she was the prize winner in numerous 
competitions, and made her first orchestral debut at the age 
of 17. Her appearances include broadcast performances on 
Spokane Public Radio and Kansas Public Radio. Dr. Liu is 
active as a local collaborative pianist, playing for musical 
theater and opera productions. and has served as music 

director for various non-profit organizations. She currently serves as Associate Professor of 
Music at Bethel College in North Newton, Kansas.  
 
Discover how gamification strategies can enhance piano instruction, boost student 
engagement, and foster a love and deeper understanding of music through interactive play. 
Join for a fun session filled with innovative approaches and practical tips!  
 
 
Wichita State University MTNA Collegiate Chapter—Using Contemporary Music to 
Teach Intermediate Piano Technique 
 
Joefirkus Giat earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree with Emphasis in Music 
from Southwestern College in 2021 and is currently working towards a 
Master of Music Degree concentrating on Piano Pedagogy at Wichita State 
University, under the tutelage of Dr. Meg Gray and Dr. Julie Bees. Joefirkus 
has been involved in various organizational events, such as adjudicating for 
the 2023 SMTA Elementary Piano Festival and performing at the “A 
Weekend with Dennis Alexander” event at Friends University.  Most 
recently, he was part of planning and presenting for the inaugural WSU Pop 
Forum run by Dr. Frank Nawrot. 
 

Xin Wei is an active pianist, collaborator and educator from Inner 
Mongolia, China. She holds third prize from the Santa Cecilia 
International Piano Competition. As a collaborator, she’s worked 
with the Westlake High School Choir and LA Harmony non-profit 
organization in Los Angeles, and recently with the Wu & Shocker 
choir along with the WSU symphony in Wichita, Kansas. As an 
educator, she encourages students to learn music from 
competitions and festivals. Her students have passed the RCM 

Piano Examinations and won piano competitions. She earned her Bachelor’s degree from 
California State University and continues studying in Wichita State University. 
 
The Contemporary period is home to many pedagogical composers, and by identifying the 
teaching components of these pieces, we intend to showcase how it can be used as an 
alternative to the typical exercise piece. 
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Chris Madden—Teaching with Excerpts: Benefits, Strategies, and Results 
Dr. Christopher Madden is Assistant Professor 
of Piano Pedagogy at the UMKC Conservatory, where he 
teaches piano pedagogy, applied piano, and oversees the 
keyboard skills curriculum.  His playing has earned him 
numerous scholarships and grants, allowing him to perform 
throughout the United States, Canada, and Italy. Active in both 
publishing and presenting, his most recent work includes 
Technique through Repertoire, a two-volume series of excerpt 
books for intermediate pianists co-authored with Dr. Jani 

Parsons.  He has published articles in American Music Teacher and The Piano Magazine, and in 
2021, he received “Article of the Year” for a co-authored publication in the MTNA e-Journal.  
Christopher regularly presents workshops for the College Music Society, MTNA national 
conference, and National Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy. 
 
This session begins with a simple question: “Many instrumentalists study excerpts to address 
technical challenges, so why don’t pianists?”  Learn how to incorporate excerpts into your 
piano studio, along with practical strategies for teaching them. 
 
Yi-Yang Chen—Playing a Different Tune: The Evolution of Piano Training through 
Meaningful Projects 

Taiwanese pianist, Yi-Yang Chen is an assistant professor of piano at the 
University of Kansas. Chen shot onto the international stage with back-
to-back victories in Sussex (2018), Washington (2017), and the Waring 
(2017) International Piano Competition. As a winner of the 2012 MTNA 
National Young Artist Competition, Chen was awarded a Steinway piano 
and two concerts in Miami sponsored by the Chopin Foundation/USA. 
He has performed on four continents in acclaimed venues including 
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center in New York, Melbourne Recital Centre, 
National Concert Hall in Taipei, Banff Music Centre in Canada, and the 
Assembly Hall in Worthing, UK, with such orchestras as the Worthing 
Symphony Orchestra, Brevard Music Center Orchestra, Avanti Orchestra, 
Eastman Philharmonic Orchestra, National Chinese Orchestra, and the 
Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra. Chen is an active adjudicator and the 

recipient of piano pedagogy awards/grants and has presented lectures, workshops, and 
masterclasses in Europe, Australia, Asia, and the U.S. 
 
The presentation explores the necessity for thoughtful design in piano teaching through 
cultural context. This session's toolkit will lead to artistically meaningful, respectful, authentic, 
and fulfilling performances and educational experiences. 
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Po Sim Head—Explore Piano Teaching Pieces from Asia 

Po Sim (D.M.A., NCTM) is an educator, musicologist, and a pianist. She 
is interested in discovering lesser-known musicians and promoting their 
works.  Besides serving as an adjunct instructor at Metropolitan 
Community College- Kansas City, she has a thriving studio whose 
students are active participants in recitals and local music events.   
 
This presentation aims to introduce a few sets of teaching pieces written 
by several contemporary Asian female composers. The selected works, 
ranging from beginner to early advanced level, will be discussed in the 
pedagogical approach.   
 
 
 
 
Helena Hyesoo Kim—Extended Piano Techniques in Intermediate Repertoire: 
Enhancing Musical Engagement in Piano Lessons 
 
This presentation explores common extended techniques for intermediate-level students and 
introduces repertoire that teachers can use in their curriculum. The session will be interactive 
and will address the needs of varied levels of students. 
 
 
Jessica Koebbe—Addressing Music Performance Anxiety in Collaborative 
Partnerships 

Dr. Jessica Koebbe is active as a performer, clinician, and educator. Her love 
of music and travel has resulted in opportunities to work and perform 
throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, Taiwan, France, and Germany. 
She is director of the Puerto Rico Center for Collaborative Piano, a summer 
festival that provides opportunities for pianists to learn from some of the 
world’s leading collaborative pianists and chamber musicians 
(www.prccp.org). She holds degrees in piano performance, receiving her 
DMA from the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and 
Dance, her Master of Music from Texas Christian University, and her 
Bachelor of Music from the University of Kansas. 
 

Music Performance Anxiety affects most performers according to multiple surveys of 
professional musicians. This presentation explores common MPA symptoms and behaviors 
and provides tools for beginning safe, inviting conversations with our colleagues about this 
topic.  
  

http://www.prccp.org)/
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Agnieszka Lasko—Using Contemporary Compositional Techniques in Teaching 
Improvisation to Children 
Pianist, composer, educator, consultant at the Art Education Center under 
Poland’s Ministry of Culture. The author of First Class Piano(‘Warmly 
recommended’ - EPTA UK), 'Little Stories' ('A sheer delight' - EPTA UK, 
‘Natural winner’ - Pianodao, ‘Outstanding' - Pianist Magazine). She 
lectured in Poland, Serbia, Portugal, North Macedonia, Colombia, the UK, 
and the US. 
 
Improvisation based on clearly defined rules will help guide the 
spontaneous activities of beginners. This lecture will include simplified 
versions of improvisational techniques known from the works of 
composers of the 20th and 21st centuries.  
 
 
Eneida Larti and Tatyana Roytshteyn—Hot or Cool: Strategies for Promoting Self-
regulation in Music Learning 

Dr. Eneida Larti enjoys an exciting career as a performer, educator, and 
chamber musician. Currently, she serves as an assistant professor at the 
University of Idaho. As a soloist, Dr. Larti has earned prizes in numerous 
competitions and has performed throughout the United States, in Europe, 
and more recently, in Southeast Asia. Albania, France, Switzerland, 
Thailand, and Turkey. Dr. Larti completed her Doctoral studies at the 
University of Colorado with Dr. Andrew Cooperstock, her Master of Music 
in performance with Dr. Karen Shaw at Indiana University, and her 
undergraduate studies with Ernestine Scott at Oklahoma City University. 
 

Tatyana Roytshteyn began her piano studies in Odessa, Ukraine. She 
received her BM in piano performance from Florida Atlantic University 
with Judith Burganger and her MM in piano performance from Indiana 
University, Bloomington with Dr. Karen Shaw. 
Ms. Roytshteyn has been teaching for over 20 years and maintains an 
active private studio in Pennsylvania. Her students regularly participate 
and earn awards and superior ratings in competitions and festivals. In 
addition, she has developed workshops for parents of music students and 
authored an article on the neurological basis for metacognition and the tip 
of tongue states and their application for music study. 
 
As music teachers we are confronted with the challenge of pacing young fingers and minds. 
This presentation will relate Walter Mischel’s research on self-control and provide strategies 
that help to redirect our students’ impulsive habits. 
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Dawn Ivers—Business Strategies for Independent Music Teachers 
A regular contributor to the Piano Parent Podcast, who has also been 
featured on the TopMusic podcast, and the Alfred blog, Dawn Ivers is 
passionate about using creative approaches to both teaching and 
business. She currently serves as the president of the McPherson Area 
Piano Teachers League, and the KMTA Technology Chair and IMTF 
Chair. Dawn began her piano teaching career as a travel teacher in 2006 
in Southern California while attending UCLA, and now runs a thriving 
hybrid online & home studio in McPherson, KS. 
 

Ideas to help independent piano teachers to implement sound business strategies in their own 
studios, and in doing so promote professionalism throughout the industry 
 

Gordon McNelly—Piano Care and Maintenance 101 – The Essentials of Caring for 
your Instrument 

Gordon McNelly is Co-Owner of Steinway Piano Gallery of Kansas City.  
Prior to opening the gallery in 2021, he was an executive at Steinway, NY for 
over 15 years.  Before joining Steinway & Sons in 1999 as a technician, 
Gordon was an independent Piano Technician, Rebuilder, and Mover in 
Central New Jersey.  Shortly after joining Steinway & Sons at the former 
Steinway Hall on 57th street, he became the company’s service manager for 
the greater NY, NJ, CT metro area managing a staff of 15 technicians in the 
then-famed and historic Steinway Basement.   
 
In this session we will review the 5 basic and essential elements of proper care and 
maintenance of any acoustic piano in your home, studio, school, or church:  regulation, tuning, 
voicing, cleaning, and environment.   
 
 
University of Kansas MTNA Collegiate Chapter—Fast and Furious: Unlock the 
Music Reading Code 
We are a dedicated group of six KU doctoral students in piano performance and pedagogy. Our 
team is passionate about piano teaching, seeking to provide practical ideas and useful resources. 
 

Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Szu-Chia Lin received professional music training 
from the age of nine. Her journey in music was initiated in the Music Talented 
Class in Taiwan. Lin holds her master's degree from Boston University and 
bachelor's degree from the University of Taipei. Her principal teachers include 
Tanya Gabrielian, Cheng-Yao Lee, and San-San Wang. She is currently 
pursuing her Doctoral of Musical Arts degree at the University of Kansas 
under the guidance of Dr. Yi-Yang Chen. Lin has been selected as a Graduate 

Teaching Assistant, being a music instructor and a collaborative pianist at the University of 
Kansas. 
 
Research has indicated that good music - reading skills enhance piano learning, fostering 
efficiency and increasing enjoyment. Join us to explore research-based strategies and become 
an expert in teaching music - reading!  
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Dan (Lori) Luo, born in Guangzhou, China, is currently pursuing a 
DMA degree in piano performance under Dr. Yiyang Chen at the 
University of Kansas. As a cross-disciplinary musician, she holds a 
bachelor's degree in musicology and dancology, as well as a master's 
degree in music pedagogy from Guangzhou University, and a second 
master's degree in piano performance from the University of Kansas. 
Dan (Lori) was a prize winner in several international piano 
competitions and paper competitions, including the 2023 Orbifold Global Music Competition 
(second place) and the China Research Papers Competition on Music Pedagogy (second place). 

 
Jue Wang (born October 18, 1993) is a Chinese pianist. He was born in Shanxi, 
began studying piano there at age five, and went on to study at the Affiliated High 
School of Shanghai Conservatory. Jue Wang finished his bachelor and master’s 
degree in Manhattan School of Music from 2012 to 2018. By the age of 24, he was 
already an nationally recognized pianist, giving recitals and lectures around 
China. Jue Wang is currently pursuing his Doctoral of Musical Art degree in 
University of Kansas, studying with the prestigious Dr. Scott McBride Smith. 
 

Yunqiu Xu is a Chinese pianist born into a musician family. Xu began her 
classical training at an early age and since then, she has been regularly invited 
to play solo recitals in her hometown. Xu has been awarded numerous 
international prizes, such as the winner of the concerto part of the CIA 
International Artist Competition. She received her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the Manhattan School of Music, where she studied with Alexandre 
Moutouzkine. She is currently pursuing the Doctor of Musical Arts in piano 
performance degree at the University of Kansas with Dr. Scott McBride Smith.  
 

Danlei Yang, born in Chengdu, China, is currently pursuing a Doctor of 
Musical Arts in piano performance degree under Dr. Scott McBride Smith 
at KU, where she is a graduate teaching assistant and the director of KU 
Community Music School. She holds a master’s degree in piano 
performance and literature from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and a bachelor’s degree in piano performance from Texas 
Christian University. Yang has performed internationally, and she is a prize 
winner in international competitions, such as the Franz Liszt Center Piano 
Competition (first prize) and Charleston Winter Music Competition 

(second prize). 
 
Xiang Zhang began at age 6 when he started learning the piano. He received 
guidance from esteemed professors, including Professor Lv Xiaoliang during high 
school and Professor Shuai Zhao at Xi'an Conservatory of Music. Xiang Zhang's 
talent and dedication led him to enroll in the graduate school of Piano 
Performance at Mannes School of Music, where he had the privilege of studying 
under Professor Vladimir Valjarevi, a leading authority in the field. He is 
currently pursuing a DMA degree at the University of Kansas under the 
mentorship of Professor Scott McBride Smith, while also learning piano pedagogy 
from him. 
 
 
 



NUMBER 104 

38 

 

 

JULY, 2023  
 

Matthew M. Honas—KMTA/MTNA Commissioned Composer Session 
 

A native of Wichita, Kansas, Matthew M. Honas has been lauded for 
his emotional sensitivity, dramatic lyricism, and seamless integration 
of new techniques. Matthew received his doctorate in composition at 
UW-Madison and his bachelor’s in music from Kansas State. He 
studied composition with Laura Schwendinger and Craig Weston. 
Recently, Matthew won the 2022 WiSH award, honorary mention in 
the UW-Madison Concerto Competition, and the 2020 Mullen Prize. 
He has been performed at the New York Flute Fair, the Madison Flute 
Festival, the Boston Conservatory at Berklee, the Moreau Center for 
the Arts, and the Hamel Music Center. 
 

The Commissioned Work: Sculptures from An Amber Plain 
For solo piano 
 
Sculptures from an Amber Plain was conceived as a way to convey the pride and love that 
local and global artists have for Kansas. Therefore, the piece is designed to take listeners on a 
tour of Kansas through the lens of different artists and their artworks. Each of the three 
movements is based on an artwork with ties to different cities to allow listeners to journey 
throughout the state. The first movement looks at the iconic imagery of Wichita through 
Blackbear Bosin's The Keeper of the Plains and how the sculpture brings together many cultures 
and traditions similar to the city itself. The second movement explores the creativity and talent 
of local artists such as Maury Berggren and his stained glass that is featured prominently 
throughout Lindsborg and Manhattan. The final movement takes listeners to Manhattan 
through Dale Chihuly's Chandelier which uses Kansas weather and field burnings as inspiration 
for adaptation of our surroundings and culture into new mediums. Through each of these 
movements, I hope listeners will feel inspired to interact and engage with each artist and 
sculpture in new and exciting ways. 
 

KMTA premiere performance by Jacob R. Thomas 
Jacob is a pianist and composer, currently studying at UMKC for a masters 
in composition. In addition to composing, he also works as a collaborative 
pianist, accompanying for dance at KC Ballet and UMKC as well as playing 
with several community and professional theatre companies in the Kansas 
City area. He has written several pieces for dance with local choreographers 
and has recently scored for filmmakers in the Kansas City area. Jacob 
frequently premiers local/student composers' pieces, including both solos 
and works for ensembles—he loves collaborating with other artists and 
growing as a musician and artist throughout each process. 
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KMTA Conference Artist Recital  
David Korevaar, Pianist 

September 22, 2023 
White Concert Hall 

Washburn University, Topeka, KS 
 

 
Sonata in C Minor, Op. 13 “Pathétique” (1798) ...........................................Ludwig van Beethoven 
 Grave—Allegro di molto e con brio (1770-1827) 
 Adagio cantabile 
 Rondo: Allegro 
 
Sonata in E Minor, Op. 90 (1814) ................................................................Ludwig van Beethoven 
 Mit Lebhaftigkeit und durchaus mit Empfindung und Ausdruck 
 Nicht zu geschwind und sehr singbar vorgetragen 
 

Intermission 
 

“Deep River” from 24 Negro Melodies, Op. 59 (1905) ........................... Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 
  (1875-1912) 

 
12 Little Preludes, Op. 13, Book 2 (2022) .................................................................. James Morris 
 Andante  (b. 1998) 
 Ukrainian Lullaby  
 Allegro  
 Alla Marcia  
 Tenderly  
 Toccata  
 Intermezzo 
 Nocturne 
 L’istesso tempo 
 Fughetta and chorale 
 Rag 
 Mesto 
 
The Bills (1997) ............................................................................................................. Carter Pann 
 William Albright: A Concert Rag (b. 1972) 
 William Bolcom: An Elaborate Fancy 
 
“Troubled Water” from Spiritual Suite (1967) ...................................................... Margaret Bonds 
  (1913-1972) 
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KMTA offers sincere thanks to Dr. Lucy Tan 
and Washburn University 

for hosting the 2023 annual conference 


