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KMTA	Mission	Statement	

	 

	
Kansas Music Teachers Association is dedicated to helping each student experience the 
joy of music. Through its educational programs and activities, this organization will 
empower its members – teachers with high professional standards – to foster in 
students a lifelong commitment to music as patrons, performers, teachers and 
hobbyists. KMTA will also work in partnership with communities across Kansas to 
insure that music is an ongoing, vital part of the cultural life.


	 The KMTA Update is published by the Kansas Music Teachers Association.  
For information about membership contact Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Secretary, 
2154 County Road 27 Gem, Kansas 67734  or at patz@st-tel.net.  


	 Or contact the local association near you for their dues information, then 
go to ksmta.org and click on “For Teachers” or go to mtna.org and click on 
join/renew.  Click on the category of membership of your choice to take you to 
the application with national and state dues information, and a place to enter the local 
association and dues.


Free KMTA publications available online at ksmta.org:

Music Progressions Curriculum Guide


Music Progressions Teachers Resource Handbook

KMTA Update (Newsletter)


	 For newsletter article submission or sponsorship information, 

contact Update Editor Sally Buxton at 316-250-7687 or at 

<sallybuxtonwks@gmail.com>


	 


Check out our website!

www.KSMTA.org
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A Letter from our President




Summer greetings to KMTA friends and colleagues!

I am thankful that we are through the worst of the pandemic and 
that for many of us, our teaching is back to “normal,” yet with 
new opportunities from challenges that we have faced over the 
past few years.  As I continue to teach, I always find there are 
opportunities to learn and to grow musically and pedagogically.

One of the opportunities to grow was through attending the 
virtual MTNA convention last March, of which, though virtual, 
consisted of some wonderful sessions and performances!  The 
sessions are archived and still available to view through MTNA if 
you missed it or if you need a refresher as we begin our fall 
teaching.

Our KMTA conference is coming up soon, in person in Newton at Bethel College on 
September 16-17!  Christina Liu, KMTA’s VP of Conference, has organized a wonderful 
conference with many sessions by our own colleague’s right here in Kansas!  I am 
looking forward to hearing our headlining guest Spencer Myer in his recital on Friday 
evening and masterclass Saturday morning.  I am also excited to hear some KMTA 
collegiate students present and view our new addition of a poster session!  You can 
view the conference schedule and register on the ksmta.org website.  This conference 
has always been an encouragement to me in my teaching.  I look forward to speaking 
with YOU at the conference!

As we look to begin a new “school year,” I would like to encourage each of you in your 
teaching.  It is a blessing to be involved in music and to have the opportunity to teach 
others of all ages - to share the joy of music.  What YOU do is inspiring AND matters!  I 
would like to hear successes in your teaching at the state KMTA Conference in a few 
weeks – just sign up through the KSMTA website, and I look forward to seeing you in 
Newton September 16-17!!!

Sincerely,

Brett Janssen, Ph.D., NCTM

KMTA President

Music Department Chair

Division of Humanities Chair

Central Christian College of Kansas

Office: (620) 241-0723 Ext. 155

centralchristian.edu | music.centralchristian.edu
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KMTA EXECUTIVE AND ADVISORY BOARD 

President

Dr. Brett Janssen, NCTM

Central College

1200 S. Main

McPherson, KS 67460

816-916-1600

brett.janssen@centralchrist
ian.edu


President-Elect, 
Membership 
Recruitment

Dr. James Knight

4433 N. Oliver

Wichita, KS 67220

316-641-8464

knightjh@friends.edu


Immediate Past 
President

Dr. J. Bradley Baker, NCTM

5930 Caldwell St.

Waco, TX  76710

440-781-0664

J.Bradley.Baker@gmail.co
m


Vice Pres., Conference

Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM

916 E Broadway Street

Newton, KS  67114

316-284-5269

ctliu@bethelks.edu


Vice Pres., Associations

Trilla Lyerla, NCTM

PO Box 214

Baldwin City, KS 66066

785-594-4500

tlyerla@bakeru.edu


Vice Pres., Auditions

David Tauscher, NCTM

5504 W. 131st Street

Overland Park, KS 66209

913-205-7112

David@TauscherMusic.com


Vice Pres., Education

Timothy Shook, NCTM 
Southwestern College 
Dept. of Performing Arts 
100 College St. 
Winfield, KS 67156 
620-229-6270 (w) 
316-651-0177 (h) 
Timothy.shook@sckans.edu


Vice Pres., Public 
Relations

Linda Featherston. NCTM

11007 W 100th St.

Overland Park, KS 66214

913-599-1586

ksupianomom@gmail.com


District 1 President

Betty Todd Smith, NCTM

19065 W 115th Terrace

Olathe, KS 66061

913-492-0083

bsmithmusicstudio@gmail.
com


District 2 President

Vacant


District 3 President

David Pickering

1724 Little Kitten Ave

Manhattan, KS 66503

785-532-3830

dpickeri@ksu.edu


District 4 President

Dr. Irena Ravitskaya

FSHU Dept of Music

600 Park St

Hays, KS 67601

785-628-5362

iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu


District 5 President

Aine Wendler

816 Corse Ave.

Larned, KS 67550

620-910-7860

aine@wendlerpiano.com


District 6 President

Paige Cress, NCTM

3902 N Lakecrest St

Wichita, KS 67205

316-773-4830

paigepiano@gmail.com


Committee Chairs


IMTF Chair

Dawn Ivers

615 N Maple St. 
McPherson, KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.c
om


KMTA-KMEA Liaison

Dr. Dan Masterson, NCTM

335 E. Swensson

Lindsborg, KS 67456

785-227-3380 x 8139

masterson@bethanylb.edu
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Student Chapter Chair

Dr. Meg Gray, NCTM

151 N Old Manor Rd.

Wichita, KS 67208

816-547-7320

meg.gray@wichita.edu


College Student 
President

Alex Pack

adpack@shockers.wichita
.edu


Jr. High, High School 
and Collegiate Artist 
Performance Chair

David Tauscher, NCTM

5504 W. 131st

Overland Park, KS 66209

913-205-7112

David@Tauschermusic.com


College Faculty Chair

Dr. Christina Liu, NCTM

916 E Broadway Street

Newton, KS  67114

316-284-5269

ctliu@bethelks.edu


Music Progressions

Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM

5311 E. 27th St. N.

Wichita, KS 67220

h. 316-687-3135

c. 316-304-6089

mchallstrom@gmail.com


Local Association Chair

Leona Dickman

PO Box 366

Grinnell, KS 67738

785-824-3755

ledi@st-tel.net


Newsletter Editor & 
Anti-Trust Compliance 
Chair

Sally Buxton, NCTM

5711 Kenawee

Bel Aire, KS 67220

c. 316-250-7687

Sallybuxtonwks@gmail.co
m


KMTA Executive 
Secretary

Pat Ziegelmeier

2154 County Rd. 27

Gem, KS 67734

785-462-7808 (h)

785-460-5518 (w)

patz@st-tel.net


Arts Advocacy Chair/
Power of One

Vacant


Composer 
Commissioning, 
Composition Chair

Lucy Tan

6036 SW 25th Street

Topeka, KS 66614

785-670-1517

lwtan516@gmail.com


Outstanding Teacher 
Awards

Dr. Reena Berger 
Natenberg

Pittsburg State University 
Music Department

1701 S Broadway

Pittsburg, KS 66762

620-719-6226

rnatenberg@pittstate.edu


Historian

Vacant


Technology Chair

David Tauscher, NCTM

5504 W 131st Street

Overland Park, KS 66209

913-205-7112

David@Tauschermusic.com


MTNA Foundation 
Fund Chair

Nancy Blockolsky

PO Box 4 
Olsburg, KS 66520 
785-313-2550 
selahpianoservice@gmail.
com


Collaborative Music 
Chair

Gustavo DoCarmo 
113 W Ellsworth Ave 
Salina, KS 67401 
gustavo.docarmo@KWU.ed
u


IMTF Chair

Dawn Ivers 
615 N Maple St. 
McPherson, KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.co
m


Communications Chair

KC Graham

1409 Park Place

Wichita, KS 67203

316-617-7818

kc@wichitapianostudio.co
m
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KANSAS MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION


Minutes of the spring board meeting 


Via Zoom on Friday, May 6, 2022


1.President Brett Janssen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Others in attendance 
were Tim Shook, Marlene Hallstrom, James Knight, Sally Buxton, Paige Cress, David 
Tauscher, Linda Featherston, Dawn Ivers, Gustavo Jose do Carmo, Brad Baker, 
Christina Liu, Lucy Tan, K.C. Graham, Nancy Blockcolsky, and Pat Ziegelmeier.


2.Board members had no additions to the agenda, so Linda Featherston moved to 
approve the agenda as printed.  Tim seconded the motion, and it was approved.


3.After consideration of the fall board meeting minutes, Sally Buxton moved that they 
stand approved as written.  James Knight seconded the motion, and it carried.


4. Reports of officers:                                                                                                                                     
a. President Janssen reported that he attended the MTNA Conference which was held 
virtually this year.  He also attended the West-Central Division meeting by zoom.  He is 
excited that local associations are offering events such as Music Progressions and piano 
festivals and hopes these will continue to attract and motivate teachers and students.  
Our upcoming KMTA Conference  will be promoted this summer.                                                                                                                                                                     


b. Immediate Past-President Brad Baker has served as an advisor to Brett as he has 
taken over the duties of President the past few months. No written report.


c. President-Elect Jamie Knight said he has been observing in his new role. No report.


d. Treasurer Pat Ziegelmeier presented financial reports for the past fiscal year and 
shared that KMTA is in good standing at the present time.


e. Vice Presidents                                                                                                                                                 
i. Auditions:  David Tauscher reported that there were close to 400 in fall auditions this 
last year.  This fall there will be in-person state auditions with districts having in-
person or virtual options.


ii. Education & Certification:  Tim Shook has taken over this position, and he reported 
that of the 249 members in KMTA, 23.3% are certified.  A first step to encouraging 
more of our teachers to be certified is to offer a session on this at our fall conference.


iii. Associations:  Trilla Lyerla was absent and no report was given.


iv. Conference:   Christina Liu shared tentative plans for the upcoming KMTA 
conference which will be held at Bethel College in Newton in September. The guest 
artist will be Spencer Meyer, and he will do a recital, master class and another session. 
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Tim Shook moved that we approve having the conference at Bethel September 16 & 17.  
Paige Cress seconded the motion, and it was approved. Other details for conference will 
be worked out this summer.


v. Public Relations:  Linda Featherston reported that since our last board meeting, 
we’ve had one new sponsor, Washburn University, with $275.  The new Steinway Store 
has inquired about exhibiting at the fall conference, so Linda will be in further contact 
with them.  At this time, it doesn’t appear that Capitol Federal will renew their 
sponsorship of our auditions.


f.  District Presidents    

i. District 1 President Betty Todd Smith reported that their district auditions for fall will 
be in a video submission online format only. With district auditions being online and 
state being in-person, students will get the experience of both types of auditions.  She 
also announced that this is her last year to serve as district president.


There were no reports for Districts II, III, IV or V.


 ii. Paige Cress reported the District VI Auditions will be held live at Tabor College on 
October 8 this fall. Deadline for submissions will be September 8.


g. Advisory Chairs

i.  Independent Music Teachers Forum:  Newly appointed IMTF Chair Dawn Ivers is 
preparing a session for the upcoming KMTA Conference that will focus on resourcing 
independent music teachers for successful business practices.  The session will be 
entitled “Business Strategies for Independent Music Teachers” and will include ideas 
and resources for advertising, automation and policy.


ii. Local Associations Chair:  Leona Dickman was not present. No report.


iii.  College Faculty position is not filled at the present time.


iv.  Student Chapter Chair:  Meg Gray was not present.  No report.


v.   College Student President:  Alex Pack.  No report.


vi.  Music Progressions:  Marlene Hallstrom reported on the various sites which held 
Music Progressions this year, including numbers of participants, teachers and site 
chairs. 


vii. Collaborative Music:  James Knight was the first chair in this position. Now 
Gustavo Do Carmo from Kansas Wesleyan will be the new chair. No report.
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viii. Composer Commissioning & Student Composition:  Tim Shook, former chair in 
this position, reported that MTNA matches the $750 paid by KMTA to commission a 
composer for the MTNA Commissioned Composer Program.  KMTA enters the KMTA 
commissioned composer into the Distinguished Composer of the Year Award 
competition.  David MacDonald, Assistant Professor of Music Composition, Theory, 
Technology at WSU is our commissioned composer for the 2023 MTNA competition.  
The composer and his chosen performers will present the work at the 2022 Fall 
Conference in Bethel. Marlene Hallstrom suggested Logan Nelson as a possible 
composer for the future.  

Lucy Tan will be the new chair for Composer Commissioning & Student Composition.


ix.  KMTA-KMEA Liaison:  Dan Masterson was not present.  No report.


x.  Antitrust Compliance Officer:  Sally Buxton reminded all chapters to have their 
presenters sign the agreement of their acknowledgement of compliance requests.


xi. Historian:  position is not filled at this time.


xii.  MTNA Foundation:  Nancy Blockcolsky. No report at this time.


xiii. UPDATE Editor:  Sally Buxton reported that we had the 101st publication of our 
newsletter in early February.


xiv. Communications:  KC Graham.  No report.


xv. Technology:  David Tauscher.  No report.


xvi. Arts Advocacy/Power of One:  Tiffiney Harms, present chair, is resigning.  Brett 
will try to fill the position soon.


xvii. Outstanding Teacher Award:  Reena Berger sent a report that the entry deadline 
for nominations for the Outstanding Teacher Award is August 15.


5. Old Business: none.


6. New Business:  David Tauscher reiterated that for district auditions this fall there 
will be an option for live or video auditions.  As far as we know now, Kansas University 
will be the site for live state auditions.  If we do not have funding from Capitol Federal 
for audition awards, there will probably not be any monetary awards.


With no further business appearing, President Janssen adjourned the meeting.

Submitted by Pat Ziegelmeier, KMTA Exec. Secretary
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MTNA NATIONALLY CERTIFIED TEACHERS OF MUSIC


KMTA Certification Corner

	 	
Congratulations to the members of KMTA.  KMTA currently ranks ninth in the MTNA 
nation for percentage of nationally certified members.Our national organization, 
MTNA, has worked diligently to provide teachers with the best program possible to 
achieve national certification.  The 5-project process is clear and easy to understand, 
and every teacher in our organization will find it possible to complete.  Becoming 
certified adds another dimension of professionalism that speaks to your credibility and 
adds to your marketing power in today’s world of teaching.

	
If you have considered certification for a while, no time is better than TODAY to start 
the application process.  I am happy to assist with any questions you may have.

	
For more detailed information, go to www.mtnacertification.org to get 
started.


Nationally Certified Teachers (NCTM)
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Debra Alexander 

J. Bradley Baker

Kristi Baker 

Mara Balke

DeeAnn Brown 

Julie Brown

Sally Buxton 

Sylvia Coats 

Jean Confer 

Susan Cress 

Julie Dean 

Xiaoli Ding

Slawomir Dobrzanski 

LeRoy DuBois 

Marles Dudley 

Karole Erikson 

Melissa Falkner 

Judith Fear

Linda Featherston

Celia Goering 

Elizabeth Grace

Meg Gray 

Ai Guo

Steven Gustafson 

Carol Hadduck 

Marlene Hallstrom 
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Tiffiney Harms

Janet Jamison 

Brett Janssen 

Pui-Ling Joseph

Kathy Judd 

Linda R Kennedy 

Michael Kirkendoll

Carol Klingenberg 

Jessica Koebbe

Sharon Kriss

Myra Lemons 
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Christina T Liu 

Trilla Lyerla 

Rachel Martin

Daniel Masterson
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Carole Nease

Carole Pracht 
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Janette Rupert
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Julia Scherer 


Karen Schlabaugh

Timothy Shook

Brenda Simmons

Annetta Smith

Betty Todd Smith 

Kathy Smith 

Mary Smith 

Scott McBride Smith

Wendy Stevens 

Melody Stroth 

Lisa K. Studtmann 

Laura Vollen 

Julie Watson 

Natalie Weber 

Joan Wellman 

Christy Williams 

Pei-In Yang 

Pat Ziegelmeier
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MUSIC PROGRESSIONS

KMTA Local Associations held in-person Music Progressions events in six locations during 
April and May 2022.  They were hosted in: District 1 – Kansas City, District 3 - Lawrence, 
District 6 – McPherson, Newton, Derby and Wichita with 307 students and 42 teachers 
participating.  Congratulations to the KMTA members who made these events a success for 
their students!


The Wichita association has some ideas about providing materials for participants who play 
instruments other than piano.  This is a work in progress, and input from other groups is 
welcome.  Follow up reports will share more information about this project.


Best wishes for the coming year.

Marlene Hallstrom, NCTM

KMTA Music Progressions Chair
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CHAPTER DISTRICT LOCATION CHAIRS STUDENTS TEACHERS

SCTMTA 6 Woodlawn United 
Methodist, Derby

Annetta Smith, 
Kurt Aiken 42 8

MAMTA 3 KSU Janet Hart 17 6

NMTA 6 Bethel College, N. 
Newton

Carol Klingenberg, 
Faith Wenger 27 6

MAPTL 6 Central Christian, 
McPherson Brett Janssen 31 5

WMMTA 6 Wichita State, 
Wichita Marlene Hallstrom 118 15

KCMTA 1 Music Academy of KS 
City

Po Sim Head, 
Grace Odell 72 12

TOTALS 307 42
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About KMTA Capitol Federal® Honors Auditions


Competitions are available for pre-college piano, collegiate piano and chamber music and pre-
college strings. For more details about eligibility and requirements, see the Honors Auditions 
Handbook under the Auditions tab at www.ksmta.org.

	
The Honors Auditions were created to allow any student to participate. Music students of any 
age level and experience are eligible to participate. Even though the event is a competition, the 
Honors Auditions are specifically designed to be a positive learning experience for all students 
who enter them.


Fall 2022 District and State Auditions


KMTA State Auditions and the Kansas MTNA Competitions will be in person 

at the University of Kansas in Lawrence on Oct. 29-30, 2022.  


Please contact David Tauscher for more information.

Districts One and Two: Video Auditions only                                                               
Enrollment Deadline: September 3, 2022 
Video upload deadline: September 30, 2022


District Three:                                                                                                                 
Deadline:  September 8, 2022 
Audition Date:  October 8, 2022


District Four: Video Auditions only                                                               
Deadline:  September 8, 2022 
Video upload deadline: September 30, 2022


District Five: Video Auditions only 
Deadline:  September 8, 2022 
Video upload deadline: September 30, 2022


District Six:                                                         
Deadline: September 8, 2022 
Audition date:  October 8, 2022
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Outstanding Teacher Award & Outstanding Service Award


KMTA presents two awards each year to members who are making contributions to our state 
organization and to the music profession overall. The awards will be presented at the KMTA 
State Conference to take place September 16-17.


Forms and instructions are available at the KMTA website, ksmta.org. Individuals or 
associations nominating a teacher should submit the nomination forms and any supporting 
materials to Reena Berger Natenberg at < reenarb@yahoo.com> by September 1, 2022. 

	 

Outstanding Teacher Award: Anyone may nominate a teacher for this award: another teacher, 
a parent, a local teaching association, etc. One award may be given per year to an active KMTA 
member. This is considered to be a “local” award; a nominee who is active on the local level 
may receive this award, whether or not he/she has ever served on the state board. It focuses 
especially on the teaching aspect of a member’s activities. The award may be received more 
than once by a teacher.
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Outstanding Service Award: Only a KMTA board member or local association may nominate 
a teacher for this award. One award may be given per year to an active KMTA member. This is 
to be considered a “state” or “national” award; the winner of this award will be someone who 
has made significant contributions to the state organization or to MTNA or to the profession at 
large. The award focuses especially on the service aspect of a teacher’s role.  A teacher may 
receive the award more than once.


Outstanding Teacher and Service Award Recipients
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2015 Teacher - Joyce Unger 2004 Teacher - John Huber
Service - Timothy Shook Service - Betty Werner

2014 Teacher - Elizabeth Grace 
Mueller

2000 Teacher - John Huber

Service - Sally Buxton 1999 Teacher - Sharon Kriss
2013 No Awards 1998 Teacher - Judy Plagge
2012 Teacher - Lisa McClure 1997 Teacher - Lois Moon
2011 Teacher - Jennifer Fink 1996 Teacher - Virginia Downing
2010 Teacher - Melody Stroth 1995 Teacher - Dee Ann Brown
2009 Teacher - Mara Balke 1994 Teacher - Pat Ziegelmeier
2008 Teacher - Marles Dudley 1993 Teacher - Mary Ann Hanschu

Service - Nancy Blockcolsky 1992 Teacher - Barbara Ellis
2007 Teacher - Sylvia Coats 1991 Teacher - Joan Wellman
2006 Teacher - David Tauscher 1989 Teacher - Mary Jo Kurtz

Service - David Tauscher 1988 Teacher - Betty Werner
2005 Teacher - Judith Fear 1987 Teacher - Paul Reed

Service - Kathy Judd 1985 Teacher - Marguerite Miller
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LOCAL ASSOCIATION NEWS


KMTA ASSOCIATION GRANTS


It's time again to apply for the Local Association 
grants, for your projects for the 2022-2023 school 
year.   The KMTA Association Grant Application form 
is available on the KMTA website and is due to me by 
August 31st.  Eligibility for a grant is based on 100% 
MTNA-KMTA affiliation of all members of your 
association.  A question came up about this, and 
President Baker said that non-KMTA teachers can 
take part in our grant-funded festivals or projects.


 I request that you text me either way—whether you 
are dropping it in the snail mail, or sending it by 
email.  Things happen in cyber space and in the 
multiple post offices, so I need to be aware that you've 
sent it so I can follow up.  My cell is 785-672-1201.  


The amount that each Local Association will receive will be decided by a committee before the 
Fall Conference.  Last year there were 4 Associations that received grant money.  Also, note that 
there is a Grant Report Form (also on the website) that is due to me within 30 days of the 
completion of the project.  Same texting rules as above, please.


Any questions, call or text Leona 
Dickman, Local Associations Chair 
at 785-672-1201.  My email for 
grant applications and grant reports 
is ledi@st-tel.net.  Good luck to all 
associations in coming up with some 
great projects!


Leona Dickman, 

Local Associations Chair
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KMTA Local Association Grant Application

Local Associations and Student Chapter applications must be received by postal mail or emailed by August 31st 
in order to be eligible.  Grants will be awarded following the fall executive board meeting.


Name of Local Association/Student Chapter:_______________________________________________


President:_________________________________Email:____________________________________


Address:_________________________________________________Phone:_____________________


Please complete the following questions.  Use the back of this sheet when needed.


Name of project: ____________________________________________________________________


Purpose of project:___________________________________________________________________


Description of project:________________________________________________________________


Date of Project: ____________________________________________________


Prospective number of students participating: _______________  Teachers:____________________


Number of KMTA/MTNA members: ____________________________________


Budget:  Please attach a separate line item budget, to include anticipated receipts from all sources and 
detailed budgeted expenses.


KMTA Local Association Grant request:  $____________________________


Submitted by: ____________________________________________________________________


Address:_________________________________________________________________________


Email:___________________________________________________________________________


Phone:_____________________________________ Date Submitted:__________________________


Please send this application to: Leona Dickman, PO Box 366, Grinnell, KS 67738

  or email to: ledi@st-tel.net   

 NOTE:  You MUST TEXT me at 785-672-1201, or call first—whether you email, or send via the Post 
Office.  There have been issues with either form of submission, so I need to know so that I can look for it, and 
contact you if I don't receive it.  You cannot presume that email will go through, and we found out the same 
with snail mail.  Don't lose out on your hard work of putting together an application.  Give me a quick call or 
text, please! I will respond when I receive your application
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LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS PRESIDENTS


Northeast Kansas MTA

District 1

Janet Zima

2705 SW Bluestem Drive

Topeka, KS 66614

785-272-4973

785-806-5375, cell

jjzima68@att.net


Kansas City MTA

District 1

Dr. Kari Johnson

10217 W. 98th St.

Overland Park, KS 66212

816-853-1331

karijohnsonpiano@gmail.com


Manhattan Area MTA

District 3

Paula Neihouse Moseman

125 Turkey Ridge

St. George, KS 66535

816-665-5684

paula.neihouse@gmail.com


North Central Kansas 
MTL

District 4

Mary Smith

635 Jansonius Dr.

Phillipsburg, KS 67661

785-302-1046, cell & text

pburgpiano@gmail.com


Northwest Kansas PTA

District 4

Leona Dickman

PO Box 366

Grinnell, KS 67738

785-824-3755

785-672-1201, cell & text

ledi@st-tel.net


Central Kansas PTA

District 5

Rebecca Dudrey

1900 Harrison

Great Bend, KS 67530

620-793-5603

rdudrey@yahoo.com


Hutchinson Area PTA

District 6

Judy Blauer

306 E. 14th

Hutchinson, KS 67501

620-669-0550

judyblauermusic@gmail.com


McPherson Area PTL

District 6

Dawn Ivers 
615 N Maple St. 
McPherson, KS 67460 
620-504-9552 
dawnivers.piano@gmail.co
m


Newton MTA

District 6

Faith Wenger

340 S. Main

Hesston, KS 67062

316-202-4374, cell

fwenger@aol.com


South Central Kansas 
MTA

District 6

Andrea Mendoza

437 N. Stonegate Cir.

Derby, KS 67037

316-613-1969

SCKMTA email:

sckmta@gmail.com


Walnut Valley MTA

District 6

Melba Maechtlen

2017 E. Chestnut

Arkansas City, KS 67005

620-660-5473, cell

rmaechtlen@cox.net


Wichita Metropolitan 
MTA

District 6

Meg Gray

151 N. Old Manor Rd.

Wichita, KS 67208

816-547-7320

meg.gray@wichita.edu
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The Power of One

“The Power of One” was established for creating public awareness of music study benefits, 

which in turn invites you to honor one who impacted your music study, (e.g., teacher, co-
worker, KMTA member, clinician, composer).   It challenges and helps you to make the same 
kind of impact on others.


Honor a special person and make your own impact on music study.  Go to ksmta.org and 
enter key words “Power of One.”  Click on that name to find and complete the form with the 
history of the person you would like to honor.  The person honored will be entered in our Book 
of Remembrance for display at State Conferences.


Arts Advocacy

“Arts Advocacy” was established for the same purpose as the Power of One: to create 

public awareness of music study benefits.  As you honor a special person who impacted your go 
into communities and schools and share performances and the personal encouragement and 
growth we have experienced through our music study.  The Power of One nominees will be 
thereby recognized and honored.


The Power of One Honorees
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Dr. Gordon Terwilliger

Frances A. Wallingford

Nelle O. Taylor

Dr. Robert Steinbauer

Mary Ann Saulmon

Marjorie Cogswell

Marguerite Miller

Verda Jones Billips Pfeifer

Ida Dafee Hardy

Nell Hoyle

Betty Watt

Nelle Taylor

Esther Wessel Farmer

Naomi Bauer

Sister Susanna Collister

Jo Stimson

Joan Wellman

Elaina Duncan

Judy Plagge

Pat Ziegelmeier

Lesta Anderson


Bernice Schoneweis

Dr. Carole Ross

John Huber

Dr. Jack Winerock

Betty Werner

Kathy Judd

Judith Fear

David Tauscher

Sylvia Coats Della Cranmer

Dee Ann Brown

Rosamund Nyman

Jeanette Waters

Virginia Downing

Lois Moon

Mary Hanson

Mildred Finfrock

Dora Zemp

Robyn Gibson

Naegeli Metcalf

Linda Stogner

Jana Magrath


Margaret Gillespie Vogel

Mr. and Mrs R. A. Fischer

Ruth Lighter

Mary Ann Hanschu

Sharon Kriss

Jan Shumway

Mary Jo Kurtz

Sharon Montgomery

Linda Featherston

Nancy Blockcolsky

Marles Dudley

Mara Balke

Melody Stroth

Paul Reed

Jennifer Fink

Julie Watson

Betty Todd Smith

Slawomir Dobrzanski

http://ksmta.org
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Composition Chair News

Celebrate the composers in your private studio or classroom!


Composing allows creative students to take ownership of their music making.  They can create 
something to truly call their own; something that requires patience, skill and love.  They can get 
up close and personal with music and find out what makes it work, what works, and what 
defines beauty.  


Composing is a great opportunity to engage and empower students! MTNA offers an 
opportunity to submit compositions in a competition for composers in your private studio or 
classroom.  There are competitions for ages 5 – 26; elementary, junior, senior and young artist 
levels. They receive encouraging and rewarding comments from highly qualified judges who 
value the creative new and original compositions.  Cash prizes are awarded for national 
winners.  


Submissions are due around the 2nd Wednesday of September each year.  To learn more about 
the MTNA competition go to MTNA.org and find the composition competition guidelines under 
the “Engage” tab.  


Now is the time to encourage the composers you know to begin work on their music within.  
Witness what they discover! 


For questions contact:

 Tim Shook, Composer Commissioning, Composition Chair


wichitacreativekeyboard@gmail.com

(316) 259-7945


  Collaborative Music Development Ideas 


Former KMTA Collaborative Music Chair, James Knight


At a membership meeting, West Central Division had a lively discussion led by Cindy 
Caruth, about ideas to consider to increase membership in all categories.  KMTA 
Collaborative Music Chair, Dr. James Knight, attended the meeting and will submit a 
copy of the lengthy list of ideas for the KMTA Board to consider, especially a strong link 
to collegiate members.
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 Conference and Masterclass Artist, 

and Clinician Spencer Myer

Spencer Myer's career was launched with 
three important prizes: First Prize in the 2004 
UNISA International Piano Competition in 
South Africa, the 2006 Christel DeHaan 
Classical Fellowship from the American 
Pianists Association and the Gold Medal from 
the 2008 New Orleans International Piano 
Competition. He is also a laureate of the 2007 
William Kapell, 2005 Cleveland and 2005 
Busoni international piano competitions. He 
enjoys an esteemed reputation as a vocal 
collaborator since winning the 2000 Marilyn 
Horne Foundation Competition. Mr. Myer was 
a member of Astral Artists' performance roster 
from 2003-2010.
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KMTA STATE CONFERENCE 

SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2022


IN NORTH NEWTON, KANSAS

https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yMDA3NzAxOTYyNzQ4ODU5MzkyJmM9ZzdvMyZlPTE5MjgmYj0xMDAwNDczMDg0JmQ9bzdoOGY4aQ==.31oYSMXECZmnB2OawlPeGG9rkVK4QtiziZPHHQRI-_A
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yMDA3NzAxOTYyNzQ4ODU5MzkyJmM9ZzdvMyZlPTE5MjgmYj0xMDAwNDczMDg0JmQ9bzdoOGY4aQ==.31oYSMXECZmnB2OawlPeGG9rkVK4QtiziZPHHQRI-_A
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An enthusiastic supporter of the education of young musicians, Spencer 
Myer has served as a guest faculty at the Oberlin and Baldwin-Wallace 
Conservatories of Music, and was a member of the piano faculty at Boston's 
Longy School of Music of Bard College from 2016 to 2022. He is currently 
Associate Professor of Piano at the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music.


Spencer Myer's recital appearances have been presented in New York 
City's Weill Recital Hall, 92nd Street Y and Steinway Hall, Philadelphia's 
Kimmel Center and London’s Wigmore Hall, while many of his 
performances have been broadcast on WQXR (New York City), WHYY 
(Philadelphia), WCLV (Cleveland) and WFMT (Chicago). 


Lauded for “superb playing” and “poised, alert musicianship” by the 
Boston Globe, and labeled “definitely a man to watch” by London’s The 
Independent after his 2012 Wigmore Hall recital debut, Myer is one of the most 
respected and sought-after artists on today’s concert stage. 


An in-demand chamber musician, he has appeared at the Lev Aronson Legacy 
Festival with cellists Lynn Harrell, Ralph Kirshbaum, Amit Peled and Brian 
Thornton, and enjoys a recurring partnership with the Miami String Quartet at 
the Kent/Blossom Music Festival. A Steinway Artist, Myer has released four 
CDs on the Steinway & Sons label: “Piano Rags of William Bolcom” plus 
three discs with cellist Thornton featuring repertoire of Brahms, Debussy 
and Schumann. 


For our first session on Friday, September 16th at 1 PM Mr. Myer will be 
giving his lecture “Go Forward and Make Beautiful Music,” about how 
forward arm motion aids in making beautiful sound, choreographing 
phrases, and allowing efficiency of motion.


Later that evening, Mr. Myer has a fantastic recital program he will be 
performing in Krehbiel Auditorium at 7:30 PM.  He will be playing works by 
Beethoven, Debussy, Gubaidulina, Chopin, and Granados.


Finally, he is teaching a masterclass Saturday, September 17th, at 10 AM.
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Conference Schedule 

Friday, Sept. 16 
12 PM:        Registration Opens 
 
1 PM:          Opening Session - Spencer Myer: Go Forward and Make 	  
Beautiful Music 
 
2 PM:          a) Slawomir Dobrzanski: Unknown Teaching Repertoire by 
Selected  Eastern European Composers     	                      
                   b) Dawn Ivers: Business Strategies for Independent Music 	  
Teachers 

3 PM:          a) Po Sim Head: The Peruvian Sounds In Francisco Pulgar-
Vidal’s Piano Works 
                   b) Gloria Tham-Haines: Trauma-Informed Pedagogy: A Path to 
Healing 

4 PM:          a) KMTA/MTNA Commissioned Composer plus Q & A 
                   b) Agnieszka Lasko: Ideas For Firing Children’s Imagination and 
Creativity 

5 PM:          Poster/Exhibit Hall 
 
6 PM:          Dinner Banquet 
 
7:30 PM:     Recital - Spencer Myer 
 
9 PM:          Reception 

 
Saturday, Sept 17 
8 AM:           Poster/Exhibit Hall 
                    Registration Opens 
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9 AM:          a) Scott McBride Smith: User-Friendly Technical Training for 
Early Level Students 
                   b) Timothy Shook: Let's Certify! The Nuts and Bolts of becoming 
an MTNA National Certified Teacher of Music 
 
10 AM:        Masterclass - Spencer Myer 
 
12 PM:        Lunch 
 
1 PM:          a) Lucy Tan: Using Cognitive Science to Facilitate More Efficient 
Practice 
                   b) Ivy Lu Wang: What Judges Hear at Competitions 
 
2 PM:           a) Jeffrey Savage: Discovering Chopin's Multiple Facets 
                    b) Matteo Generani: Martucci: An Italian Treasure 
 
3 PM:            a) Karen Savage: Collaborative Piano Troubleshooting 
                     b) KU Collegiate Chapter: The Art of Efficient Practice 
 
4 PM:            a) Gjergji Gaqi: The Collaborative Pianist in Ballet Class 
                      b) Bridget O’Leary: Teaching Canada: The Pedagogical Piano 
Works of Jean Coulthard and Barbara Pentland 

Conference Registration


You can pay by check or Paypal.                                                                                  
If you write a check, make it payable to KMTA and mail to 

KMTA Executive Secretary 
Pat Ziegelmeier 

2154 County Rd. 27  
      Gem, KS 67734        

If you wish to pay through Paypal, please go to the website and click 
the appropriate link. There is an additional fee for using Paypal.  
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KMTA Conference Registration and Payment After August 16 

Conference Hotel


Comfort Inn & Suites (near Bethel College)                                                               
1205 East First Street, Newton, KS 67114                                                                 

(316) 836-2004                                                                                                               
Group Name: 2022 KMTA                                                                                              
Group Number: WS71A3                                                                                      

Booking Link: https://tinyurl.com/ynh8mfr2                                                          


Rooms must be booked before Aug. 16 for the special group rate


Please click on this LINK to register for the conference  

and then continue on below to complete your payment by using  

PayPal or send a check.


Friday and Saturday (includes 
Friday evening banquet, concert, 
and Saturday luncheon)

KMTA Members: $85


Non-KMTA Members: $105
Friday only (includes banquet and 
concert)

KMTA Members: $45


Non-KMTA Members: $55
Saturday only (includes luncheon) KMTA Members: $45


Non-KMTA Members: $55
Student KMTA Member $35
Student KMTA Member with 
Volunteering

$20
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Conference Speakers

September 16, 2 PM: Krehbiel Auditorium - Slawomir Dobrzanski

Unknown Teaching Repertoire by Selected 
Eastern European Composers


Praised by the Buenos Aires Herald as “one of the best 
Polish pianists”, Sławomir Dobrzański currently serves 
as Professor of Piano at the School of Music, Theatre 
and Dance at Kansas State University. Originally from 
Wrocław, Poland, he is a graduate of the Chopin 
University of Music in Warsaw, Poland, and the 
University of Connecticut. As a soloist and chamber 

musician, Dr. Dobrzański has performed in over twenty countries in Asia, Europe, 
North and South America. He was honored with the title of “Meritorious for 
National Culture” by the Government of Poland, and the 2021 KMTA Outstanding 
Teacher Award


September 16th, 2 PM: Choral Room - Dawn Ivers

Business Strategies for Independent Music 
Teachers


Dawn Ivers' session is an encouragement to 
independent piano teachers to implement 
sound business strategies in their own studios, 
and in doing so promote professionalism 
throughout the industry.


A regular contributor to the Piano Parent 
Podcast, who has also been featured on the TopMusic podcast and the Alfred 
blog, Dawn Ivers is passionate about using creative approaches to both teaching 
and business. She currently serves as the president of the McPherson Area 
Piano Teachers League, and the KMTA Independent Music Teacher Forum Chair. 
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Dawn began her piano teaching career as a travel teacher in 2006 in Southern 
California while attending UCLA, and now runs a thriving hybrid online & home 
studio in McPherson, KS.


September 16, 3 PM: Krehbiel Auditorium - Po Sim Head

The Peruvian Sounds In Francisco 

Pulgar-Vidal’s Piano Works


Dr. Fanny Po Sim Head's presentation introduces the 
piano works by Francisco Pulgar-Vidal. After a brief 
discussion about Peruvian music before Pulgar-Vidal’s 
time, this presentation will introduce Pulgar-Vidal and 
his solo piano works with some pedagogical approach.


Born in Hong Kong, Fanny received her doctorate in 
Piano Performance and Pedagogy at the University of Kansas studying with Dr. 
Scott McBride Smith. She completed her undergraduate degree in Music 
Composition and Production at Hong Kong Baptist University and her master’s 
degrees in Piano Performance and Musicology from UMKC. Fanny has 
presented at various conferences such as MTNA, NCKP, KMTA, and CMS. She 
is also a writer at the online magazine Interlude.hk, specializing in promoting the 
works of lesser-known musicians. Fanny has over 20 years of teaching 
experience as well as a website providing teaching resources for young piano 
teachers.


September 16, 3 PM: Choral Room

Trauma-Informed Pedagogy: 

A Path to Healing


Dr. Gloria Tham-Haines, DMA (NCTM), has taught 
privately for 20 years and loves working with 
students of all ages and abilities. She is an alumna 
of Southwestern College, KS; Wichita State 
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University, and the University of Alabama. She is a Trust-Based Relational 
Intervention® Practitioner and is an avid presenter on trauma- informed 
strategies for the piano studio. She is also a part of the ergonomically-sized 
smaller piano keyboard international initiative and owns a DS 5.5 keyboard. In 
2019, she was selected as a Teacher of Distinction by the Royal Conservatory of 
Music. She maintains a private studio in Edmond, OK.


September 16th, 4 PM: Krehbiel Auditorium - David MacDonald
   


KMTA/MTNA Commissioned Composer 

Performance plus Q & A


KMTA collaborates with MTNA and is dedicated to 
encouraging the creation of new works by American 
composers. This session will feature the premiere 
performance of Dr. David MacDonald's work followed 
by a Q & A session.


David’s music has been performed at venues around 
the world, including Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall. He has been commissioned by 
the Allen Philharmonic, Hastings College Symphonic Band, h2 Quartet, and 
others. David serves on the board of directors of Null-state, a non-profit 
organization promoting research and education in computer music. Recent 
projects include a recording with Arcadian Winds on Navona Records, the game 
score for the award-winning Apple Arcade launch title Possessions, and a new 
work for remote ensemble performing over video chat, in response to the global 
coronavirus pandemic. He is on faculty at Wichita State University, where he is 
also the founding director of the contemporary music ensemble Happening Now.
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September 16th, 4 PM: Choral Room - Agnieszaka Lasko

Ideas For Firing Children’s Imagination 

and Creativity


This session will detail how, using pieces in which pupils 
can discover images, activities, and the sounds of nature 
which are close to their experiences, we can encourage 
students to seek out their own personal interpretation.

Pianist, composer, educator, consultant at the Art 
Education Center under Poland's Ministry of Culture, 
and author of the piano method ‘First Class 

Piano’ (‘Excellent’ - Polish Chamber Musicians Association, ‘Warmly 
recommended’ - Piano Professional EPTA UK) and 'Little Stories' ('A sheer 
delight - EPTA Piano Journal, 'Natural winner’, ‘Truly essential addition to the 
childrens’ pedagogic literature’ Pianodao UK. Lasko lectured on original methods 
for teaching children at conferences and seminars in Poland, Serbia, Portugal, 
Macedonia, Colombia, USA. She has been awarded a scholarship from Poland's 
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage and from the Polish Society of Authors 
and Composers.


September 17th, 9 AM: Krehbiel Auditorium - Scott McBride Smith

User-Friendly Technical Training 

for Early Level Students

Scott McBride Smith is a recognized leader in worldwide 
music education. As the Cordelia Brown Murphy Professor 
of Piano Pedagogy at the University of Kansas, he focuses 
on national issues of teacher training and piano pedagogy. 
As Artistic Director of the Conero Festival (Italy) and Artistic 
Advisor to the Young Artists Bayreuth Festival (Germany), 
he guides the training of young artists from around the 

world. As co-author of the groundbreaking new series American Popular Piano, 
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he has helped create a course of study for today’s student – providing tools that 
inspire the necessary hard work while playing music they love.

September 17, 9 AM: Choral Room - Timothy Shook

Let's Certify! The Nuts and Bolts of becoming an MTNA 
National Certified Teacher of Music


The MTNA designation National Certified Teacher of Music 
(NCTM) honors teaching excellence. Learn why and how 
independent music teachers, young professionals, and 
collegiate teachers become certified.


Timothy Shook is Chair of the Division of Performing Arts 
and Professor of Music at Southwestern College where he 

has taught since 1988. Shook teaches Applied Piano, Piano Class, Pedagogy, 
and Creativity. In addition he operates the Creative Keyboard Studio a large 
independent piano studio in Wichita, Kansas combining group and private 
instruction. He holds degrees from Kansas State University, Wichita (KS) State 
University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma. Shook has served as 
MTNA West Central Division Certification Commissioner beginning Spring 2015 
and National Certification Commission Chair from 2017 – 2019.


	
September 17, 1 PM: Krehbiel Auditorium - Lucy Tan

Using Cognitive Science to Facilitate 

More Efficient Practice


Pianist Lucy Tan is a laureate of many piano competitions, 
has concertized in acclaimed venues, was featured on 
public radio, has played at international music festivals, 
and is an avid presenter and adjudicator at music 
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conferences and competitions. She received her B.M./M.M. piano performance 
from New England Conservatory and D.M.A. piano performance from University 
of Colorado Boulder. Dr. Tan is Director of Keyboard Studies/Applied Piano at 
Washburn University. She is the director of Washburn Summer Keyboard 
Academy, President of NEKMTA, and Composer-Commissioning Chair of KMTA. 
Upcoming performances include a duo recital with Zsolt Eder on violin and Liszt’s 
Totentanz with the WU Symphony Orchestra.


This session gives an overview on basic cognition and memory functions, and 
explores how understanding cognitive science can help increase musicians’ 
productivity while practicing and learning music. Examples are taken from a 
pianist’s perspective.


	
September 17, 1 PM: Choral Room - Ivy Lu Wang

What Judges Hear at Competitions


Ivy Lu Wang is an active pianist, chamber musician, 
lecturer, teacher, and founder of the Conero International 
Piano Festival & Competition and the International Piano 
Professionals Association (IPPA). A DMA graduate from the 
University of Kansas, she studied with Dr. Scott McBride 
Smith. As an inspiring lecturer and teacher, Wang is 
frequently invited to give concerts, masterclasses, and 

lectures at many different universities and piano schools. Wang's academic 
research specialty is injury prevention. She currently serves as an adjunct piano 
professor in Ottawa University, and lecturer in piano pedagogy in the University of 
Kansas.


The general goal in piano competitions is to receive the highest score from the 
jury. What do judges look for in piano competitions? What are the strategies for 
repertoire choice? This session will explore how we can help our students 
succeed in competitions! 
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September 17, 2 PM:   Krehbiel Auditorium - Jeffrey Savage


Discovering Chopin's Multiple Facets


Jeffrey Savage is active internationally as both soloist and 
chamber musician and has been praised as “fearless” 
(Straits Times, Singapore), “joyful and inspiring” (American 
Record Guide), and “breathtaking” (Navona/PARMA). His 
piano duo 88SQUARED recorded the complete two- piano 
works of Lowell Liebermann (Albany Records). Jeffrey has 
also worked with composers Tania León, John Corigliano, 
and Eric Ewazen, among others. Currently teaching at the 

UMKC Conservatory, Savage has performed in Alice Tully 
Hall, Carnegie’s Weill Hall, and with orchestras across the United States. He has 
given performances and master classes at major conservatories in China, 
Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Japan, and India.


Determining a “correct” version of Chopin’s music can be difficult, given 
the many editions and edited versions from the composer. Interpreting his music, 
particularly hairpins, can be challenging even after an authentic edition is 
established.

         

September 17, 2 PM: Choral Room - Matteo Generani 

Martucci: An Italian Treasure 

Matteo Generani is an Italian pianist, collaborator, and 
educator. Matteo Generani earned a BM in Piano 
Performance from the Conservatory of Pavia (Italy), an MM in 
Piano Performance from Central Michigan University, and is 
currently pursuing DMA at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City. He is the winner of national and international 
competitions including the 2018 “Villa Oliva” Piano 
Competition in Italy and the 2020 Jefferson City Symphony 
Orchestra Piano Concerto Competition. He is currently a 
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piano instructor at the Conservatory Academy of the University of Missouri–
Kansas City. Matteo Generani is also president of Classical Music Express, a 
newly founded association that aims to bring classical music outside concert 
halls.


The session will begin with an introduction to Martucci’s life, after which will follow 
an introduction and performance of three pieces for solo piano. In the end, there 
will be 5 minutes of Q&A.


September 17, 3 PM:  Krehbiel Auditorium -  Karen Savage 

Collaborative Piano Troubleshooting 

Praised as a "tour de force" (Santa Barbara News-
Press), for the "breathtaking beauty and pure 
lyricism" of her playing (Le Soleil, Vancouver), and 
for her “fearless performance” (The Straits Times, 
Singapore), Karen Hsiao Savage is Associate 
Professor of Collaborative Piano and Coordinator of 

Chamber Music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) Conservatory, 
where she created a new MM emphasis area in Collaborative Piano. Karen holds a 
doctoral degree and two master’s degrees in both solo and collaborative piano 
from Juilliard, and a bachelor’s degree from the University of Victoria (Canada). 
Active as a collaborative pianist, she has performed internationally in such venues 
as Carnegie Hall’s Weill Hall, Merkin Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Shanghai Grand 
Theatre, and the Perlman Music Program in New York and Shanghai.

The art and joy of making music with others involves complex skills and 
listening. We will explore common issues in collaborative playing and how to 
anticipate, prepare for, rehearse, and teach these skills, for the smoothest possible 
rehearsals, coaching, and performances, using examples from the collaborative 
piano and chamber repertoire. 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September 17, 3 PM:    Choral Room - KU Collegiate Chapter 

The Art of Efficient Practice 

Born in Hong Kong, Carmen 
Ching currently studies with Dr. 
Scott McBride Smith for her DMA 
degree in the University of 
Kansas. Ching was a prize 
winner of the 2021 Americas 
Music competition (Second 
place), 2021 Music Teachers 
National Association (Kansas 
State division, alternate winner) 

and 2021 Aloha International Piano Festival (honorable mention). She has 
appeared in numerous solo recitals and chamber music concerts at venues such 
as the Steinway Hall (New York), World Trade Centre, Century II Performing Arts 
Centre (Kansas), Hong Kong Cultural Center, Hong Kong City Hall, and the Queen 
Elizabeth Stadium (Hong Kong).
	
A native of Taiwan, Yi Chang is a piano performance major at the University of 
Kansas. Chang received third place in the Japan Asia Cup International 
Competition (2006) and was the winner of Charleston International Music 
Competition (2020). He has performed in masterclasses with Richard Goode, 
Christian Tetzlaff, Leonidas Kavakos, and many other well-established musicians. 
Chang is currently pursuing his doctoral of musical arts degree, studying with Scott 
McBride Smith, KU Music Cordelia Brown Murphy Professor of Piano Pedagogy. 
An active performer, Chang has performed in various venues including Steinway 
Hall, Carnegie Hall, Alice Tully Hall and more.
	
Ling Wei is currently pursuing her DMA degree in Piano Performance at The 
University of Kansas studying with Dr. Yi-yang Chen. She was a recipient of the 
Outstanding Students Scholarship and graduated with an honor from California 
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State University Long Beach, where she served as a graduate assistant. She was 
selected twice to participate in the Tyrolean Piano Academy summer festival with 
scholarship, facilitated by Krassimira Jordan and Thomas Kreuzberger in Austria. 
Recently, she presented at the 2019 MTNA Collegiate Chapters Piano Pedagogy 
Symposium at James Madison University in Virginia, and 2022 MTNA GP3 Forum 
in Arizona.
	
Peter Yian Ping is currently pursuing his D.M.A degree in Piano Performance at 
the University of Kansas under the guidance of Dr. Scott McBride Smith. Ping was 
the recipient of numerous prizes, including the Third Prize at Yamaha (Asia) 
Scholarship Piano Competition and Second Prize of Duo Piano at Shenzhen 
International Piano Festival. Ping had also performed both solo and chamber 
concerts around the U.S and China for many years. He had over ten years’ 
teaching experience and founded his own piano studio in 2018.
	
Shuning Li is a DMA student at the University of Kansas under the guidance of Dr. 
Jack Winerock and Dr. Micheal Kirkendoll. Li received her master’s degree in piano 
performance at Mannes School of Music. She has performed in many venues 
including Carnegie Hall and Shanghai Concert Hall. In August 2022, Li and her 
team will present “Four-hands piano music from Latin America” at the MTNA GP3 
Forum.
	
This session will introduce practice devices and pedagogical methods to help 
musicians and their students to achieve efficiency in learning, ultimately enhancing 
their quality of work with limited time and energy.
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September 17, 4 PM:   Krehbiel Auditorium -  Gjergji Gaqi 

The Collaborative Pianist in Ballet Class                   

Equally at home in solo and collaborative music, Gjergji Gaqi 
maintains an active performing career throughout North 
America and Europe, including as part of the Gaqi Piano 
Duo. Dr. Gaqi studied piano and chamber music at the 
International School of Chamber Music “Trio di Trieste” in 
Duino (Italy) while completing the bilingual International 
Baccalaureate diploma. He holds graduate degrees from the 
University of Michigan and is a winner of the Colby College 

concerto competition, where he graduated Summa Cum Laude with a Music major 
and Economics minor. Dr. Gaqi is currently Assistant Professor of Piano at the 
University of Arkansas Pine Bluff. He has formerly served as president of the East 
Texas Music Teachers Association, as well as chair of the Helen Elbert 
Collaborative Music Festival. A sought-after adjudicator of festivals and 
competitions, Mr. Gaqi is also co-founder and Artistic Director of the Settenote 
Online Piano International Competition.

The Collaborative Pianist in Ballet Class is a brief but comprehensive 
immersion for pianists into the world of playing for ballet class, including directions 
to useful resources, musical materials and tips to facilitate this musical journey.

September 17, 4 PM: Choral Room - Bridget O’Leary 

Teaching Canada: The Pedagogical Piano Works of 
Jean Coulthard and Barbara Pentland 

Bridget O'Leary is active as a solo pianist, collaborator, and 
educator. She maintains an active concert schedule with solo 
recitals and with her ensembles Xiphias Trio and Fourscore. 
Her outreach work has extended to projects like Classical 
Revolution KC, which brings music to unconventional 
audiences, and KC Young Musicians Roundtable, an 
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organization that helps musicians develop their professional careers. She holds a 
BM and MM in piano performance from UMKC. Bridget maintains a full private 
home studio, and enjoys working with motivated learners of all ages. She 
especially loves teaching adults returning to the instrument and competitive high 
schoolers.
	
Canada's classical composers have contributed many pedagogically rich works for 
students. This presentation focuses on two of the most influential female Canadian 
composers, Jean Coulthard and Barbara Pentland, and their contributions to the 
teaching repertoire.
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